
HOUSE No. 57,

[Reported by the Committee on the Judiciary.]

AN ACT
Empowering the Inhabitants of Villages or Districts to

establish Fire Departments within the same.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Home of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The inhabitants of any village or dis-
-2 trict of any town in the Commonwealth, qualified to
3 vote in town affairs, at a meeting thereof, held for
4 that purpose, after an application to the town, as
6 hereinafter provided, may establish a fire department
6 for such village or district, the officers of which shall
7 have charge of and be responsible for all the engines
8 and other apparatus for the extinguishment of hre
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9 within the said village or district, in the same manner
10 as the lirewards and enginemen of towns now are:
11 provided, that no district, containing less than one
12 thousand persons, shall have the benefit of this act.

1 Sect. 2. Before any fire district shall be consti-
2 tuted and organized in any town, under this act, a
3 petition shall be presented to the inhabitants of the
4 town at a legal town meeting, stating the limits of the
5 proposed district, and requesting the said inhabitants
6 to raise taxes for the establishment and maintenance
7 of a sufficient fire department, for the reasonable pro-
8 tection of the inhabitants and property within said
9 limits, from fire ; and in case the inhabitants of the

10 town shall refuse or neglect to establish and maintain
11 such reasonable means of protection for the inhabi-
12 tants of such district, the inhabitants of such district
13 may then proceed to organize a fire department,
14 within the same, according to this act.

1 Sect. 3. The selectmen of any town, upon the
2 application, in writing, of not less than seven free-
3 holders, inhabitants of any district of such town, the
4 limits of which shall be defined in such application,
5 and shall contain not less than one thousand persons,
6 requiring them to notify a meeting of the inhabitants
7 of such district, duly qualified to vote in town affairs,
8 for the purpose of considering the expediency of es-
9 tablishing a fire department, for and within the said

10 district, shall, without delay, give notice to such in-
11 habitants, in the same manner in which notice of
12 town meetings is given, to assemble at some suitable
13 place within the district, for the purpose aforesaid,
14 the substance of which shall be expressed in the noti-
15 fications; and at such meetings the selectmen shall
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16 preside. If the selectmen refuse or neglect to sum-
-17 mon such meeting, any justice of the peace, in the
18 county in which such town is, may call the same.
19 If none of the selectmen are present at the said
20 meeting, a moderator may be chosen to preside over
21 it, who shall have and exercise the same powers as
22 the moderator of a town meeting has.

1 Sect. 4. No person shall be allowed to vote at a
2 meeting held as above provided, except the inhabi-
-3 tants of the district duly qualified as aforesaid. They
4 shall choose a clerk, who shall make oath to keep a
5 true record of the proceedings of the same, and all
6 other meetings, and to perform all the other duties of
7 clerk of such fire district, so Jong as he shall hold the
8 office. The clerk, so chosen, may be removed by the
9 inhabitants of the district, or he may resign, and

10 another may be chosen in his place, and the same
11 may be done in case of his decease or incompetency.

1 Sect. 5. The inhabitants of such district, at a
2 meeting held in manner aforesaid, may vote to estab-
-3 lish a fire department within the same, which shall
4 consist of a chief engineer, and as many assistant
5 engineers, engine men, hose men, and hook and lad-
-6 der men, as they may deem necessary, not exceeding
7 fifty for each hydraulic or suction engine, thirty-five

8 for each common engine, five for each hose carriage,
9 usually kept for use within the district, and not ex-

10 ceeding twenty-five hook and ladder men ; each of
11 said officers and members of the said fire department
12 shall be furnished with a certificate, under the hands
13 of the chief engineer and clerk of such district, de-
-14 daring his station in the department.

1 Sect. 6. The chief engineer, and assistant engi-



[March,4 FIRE DEPARTMENTS.

2 neers, of any fire district, shall he chosen hy the in-
3 habitants thereof, at the meeting called in manner
4 aforesaid, or at any adjournment thereof, or at any
5 other meeting called by the clerk for that purpose,
6 and shall be under oath faithfully to perform the du-
-7 lies of such offices respectively.
1 Sect. 7. Meetings of the inhabitants of any fire
2 district, after the first meeting, shall be called by the
3 clerk of such district whenever he is required in vvrit-
-4 ing to do so by the chief engineer, or two assistant
5 engineers, or seven inhabitants of the district; and
6 he shall give notice thereof by posting written or
7 printed notifications, of such meeting, in at least six
8 public places in the district, nor less than seven days
9 prior to the meeting, which notifications shall contain

10 a brief statement of the purposes of the meeting.
11 At all such meetings, a moderator shall be chosen to
12 preside, who shall have the same power to keep order
13 as the moderator of a town meeting has ; the clerk
14 shall preside, with like powers, until a moderator is
15 chosen. The notification of said meetings shall also
16 be published in a newspaper, if one be printed in the
17 town, where such district is situated.

1 Sect. 8. All the persons employed as engine men,
2 hose men, or hook and ladder men, in any fire dis-
-3 trict, constituted pursuant to the terms of this act,
4 shall be appointed by the board of engineers of such
5 district, who may assemble together, from time to
6 time, for that purpose, and to fill vacancies in the
7 companies; and they may remove any of said persons
8 at their discretion. The board of engineers may,
9 from time to time, make and publish rules and regu-

10 lations for their own government, and that of the
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11 other members of the fire department of such dis-
-12 trict, and of other persons present at a fire, and may
13 repeal or alter the same, and may prescribe penalties
14 for the violation thereof, not exceeding twenty dollars
15 for each offence; such penalties may be sued for and
16 recovered in the name of the chief engineer of such
17 district, and shall go to the use of the inhabitants of the
18 same fire district. In case of the death, resignation,
19 or removal of the chief engineer, during the pendency
20 of any suit for a penalty, the suit shall not abate but
21 the successor of such officer shall be admitted to
22 prosecute it. No inhabitant of such district shall be
23 disqualified to act as judge, magistrate, juror, or offi-
-24 cer, or to testify as a witness, in any suit brought for
25 such penalties; and nothing herein shall prevent the
26 recovery of such penalties by indictment, if the engi-
-27 ncers see fit to prosecute for the same.

1 Sect. 9. The engineer of, any fire district shall
2 have and exercise the same powers and authority rel-
-3 ative to the extinguishment of fires, and the dcmolish-
-4 ing of buildings for that purpose, or with that view
5 and object, within the same district, as firewards of
6 towns now have ; and the inhabitants of each fire dis-
-7 trict shall be liable to pay such compensation or dama-
-8 ges, for acts done by such engineers, or by their or-
-9 ders, as towns are liable to pay for acts lawfully done
10 by the firewards thereof, or by their orders.

1 Sect. 10. The engineers and other members of
2 the fire department of any fire district, constituted as
3 aforesaid, shall be entitled to the same immunities and
4 privileges as are enjoyed by firewards and enginemen
5 of towns.
1 Sect. 11. The engineers of any fire district shall
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2 establish rules, and may repeal and alter them, from
3 time to time, regulating or prohibiting the carrying of
4 fire or ignited substances in or through the streets or
5 ways of such district ; and may prescribe penalties
6 for the violation of such rules and regulations, not ex-
-7 ceeding twenty dollars for each offence.
1 Sect. 12. The inhabitants of any fire district, con-
-2 stitutcd as aforesaid, may, at any meeting called for
3 said purpose, in manner aforesaid, raise money for the
4 purchase of engines, hydraulions, hose, hooks and lad-
-6 ders, and other articles necessary for the extinguish-
-6 ment of fires, and for the purchase of land and the
7 erection of necessary buildings, and for repairs, and
8 other incidental expenses of the fire department, and
9 may determine the number thereof, and where said

10 buildings shall be placed. They shall choose a pru-
-11 dential committee, from time to time, who shall have
12 the care, custody and management of the moneys so
13 raised, and shall expend the same for the purposes
14 prescribed by the vote of the inhabitants of the fire
15 district by whom it was raised, and not otherwise;
16 and such committee shall be accountable to the said
17 inhabitants for all moneys so entrusted to them, who
18 shall have power to maintain any suit therefor in their
19 aggregate capacity of inhabitants of the said district.

1 Sect. 12. The clerk of each fire district constitu-
-2 ted under this act, shall certify to the assessors of the
3 town all sums of money that shall be voted to be
4 raised by the inhabitants of such district, for the pur-
-5 poses, and in the manner aforesaid, which sums shall
6 be assessed and collected by the officers of the town,
7 in the same manner that the town’s taxes are assessed
8 and collected, and shall be paid over by the collector
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9 of the town’s taxes to the town treasurer, who shall
10 hold the same subject to the order of the prudential
11 committee of the fire district. The assessors, treasu-
-12 rer and collector of any town in which a fire district
13 shall be organized under this act, shall have the same
14 powers, and perform the same duties, in reference to
15 the assessment and collection of the moneys voted by
16 the inhabitants of such fire district, as aforesaid, as
17 they have and exercise in reference to the assessment
IB and collection of town taxes, and may make abate-
-19 meats in the same manner; provided, nevertheless , that
20 the sums so voted shall be assessed upon the polls of
21 the inhabitants, and upon such an amount of personal
22 property as they actually possess, within the district,
23 and upon their real property, and that of non-resident
24 proprietors lying within the limits of the district, and
25 also upon all the property, real and personal, of corpo-
-26 rations actually being within the district.

1 Sect. 14. The chief clerk and engineer of any
2 fire district duly constituted, shall be entitled to such
3 reasonable compensation for their services as may be
4 voted by the inhabitants of the district, at a legal
5 meeting thereof; but no compensation shall be paid to
6 any other officer or member of any district, for his ser-
7 vices in that capacity.




