
HOUSE No. 09.

House of Representatives,

The Committee on the Judiciary to whom was,referred the pe-
tition of \v il l jam Pierce and 260 others, citizens of the
county of Norfolk, praying that Justin Spear, a Justice of the
Peace, for the said county, might he removed from office :

And also the petition of Kdmund Baker and 40 others, in aid
of the petition of said Pierce—have heard the parties by
themselves and their counsel, and make the following

The petitioners were required to make a specification of the
charges against said Spear. These charges set forth that the
said Spear had acted corruptly in his official character; that he
had urged persons to make complaints on which he had issued
wanants; that in many instances, these complaints were
wholly unsupported by evidence; that in the trial of criminal
prosecutions, he had manifestly and wantonly decided againstplain rules of law and evidence ; that he had perverted his
commission to trading and speculating purposes, and that he is
ignorant of the laws and duties of his office, and incompetent
to discharge them.
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It appeared from the evidence, that since the ninth day of
February last, said Spear had issued 129 warrants against three
persons for violations of the license laws. Upon these com-
plaints there were 65 convictions and 64 acquittals.

Of the whole number, 65 were against Minot Thayer, 36
against George Penniman, and 28 against Otis Wright. The
warrants were all issued upon the complaints of three individ-
uals, who, in a large majority of the cases, had no personal
knowledge on which to found a complaint. The petson testi-
fied, that he had instituted 80 or 90 complaints, principally
upon representations made to him by others. While the viola-
tors of the license laws should, in every instance, suffer the
penalty, they are entitled to the benefit of the rule, that the
complaint shall be made by a person who has other grounds for
his oath than rumor or suspicion. It did not, however, appear
that these complaints were instituted at the request of Mr.
Spear, or that there was any corruption in granting warrants
thereon.

Your committee are of opinion, that the petitioners failed to
substantiate the charges they made; yet the examination fully
convinced them, that the conduct of Mr. Spear tended to im-
pair the confidence of the people in the tribunals of the Com-
monwealth.

While they do not consider the present a proper occasion to
exercise the power of impeachment or address, they are equally
satisfied that the official course of Justin Spear was injudicious,
unbecoming a magistrate of the Commonwealth, and deserving
of severe reprehension.

For (he Committee,

GEO. S. BOUTWELL.


