
HOUSE...No. 70

CommontocaUt) of Jflasaadm sm fii.

H ouse of R epresentatives, Feb. 15, 1844.

The Committee on the Judiciary, to whom was referred two 
several orders instructing them to inquire into the expediency 
of so amending the laws as to provide that the crime of se
duction may be made a penal offence, respectfully submit the 
following

R E P O R T :

They have taken into consideration this subject—one of the 
most important connected with public morals. Seduction is 
one of the most detestable and atrocious offences, and one of 
the most affecting and lamentable in its consequences. From 
statements made to the Committee, they have learned with deep 
regret, that this crime has greatly increased. Recent instances 
of commission have excited the attention of the community 
to the subject, and to the necessity of legislative interposition. 
The Committee are not aware that any attempt has any where 
been made to make the offence penal, until recently. The sub
ject is now before the Legislature of New York, and statutes 
have been passed in Michigan and Pennsylvania, inflicting 
severe punishments, and in the latter State, one person has been
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recently convicted and sentenced to the penitentiary under the 
statute.

In Massachusetts, the law cannot now reach the criminal 
who preys on the defenceless, and disregards the peace and 
happiness of families, except in the imperfect remedy by an ac
tion for damages, for an injury for which money cannot com
pensate.

In  the opinion of the Committee, no subject is more impor
tant to the purity of public morals, or more worthy the consid
eration of the Legislature, whose first care should be to protect 
the rights of our citizens from violation by the lawless and 
profligate. The subject, however, has not before been present
ed to the Legislature, and they think it expedient that public 
attention should now be called to it, so that the provisions of 
law should be so framed as to be in accordance with public 
sentiment, that they may go into effectual operation, and that 
while the innocent shall be protected, the guilty shall not es
cape punishment.

They therefore recommend, that the further consideration of 
the subject be referred to the next General Court.

For the Committee,

LEV ERETT SALTONSTALL.


