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[Reported by the Committee on the Judiciary.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Five.

1 Sect. 1. Any unmarried man who shall seduce
2 and beget with child, any unmarried woman under
3 twenty-one years of age, shall be guilty of a rnisde-
-4 meanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be pun-
-5 ished by confinement to hard labor in the State prison
6 for a term not exceeding three years, or by imprison-
-7 ment in the common jail for a term not exceeding one
8 year, or by fine not exceeding two thousand dollars,

AN ACT
To Punish Seduction.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent-
atives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :
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9 or by both such fine and imprisonment in the common
10 jail in the discretion of the court.

1 Sect. 2. Any unmarried man who shall seduce
2 and beget with child any unmarried woman over
3 twenty-one years of age, shall be guilty of a misde-
-4 meanor, and upon conviction thereof, shall be punished
5 by confinement to hard labor in the State prison for a
6 term not exceeding two years, or by imprisonment in
7 the common jail for a term not exceeding one year,
8 or by fine not exceeding one thousand dollars, or by
9 both such fine and imprisonment in the common jail

10 in the discretion of the court.

1 Sect. 3. It shall be competent for any person
2 who shall be indicted under the provisions of this
3 Act, to give in evidence on the trial, the prior char-
-4 acter of the woman with whom such sexual inter-
-6 course is charged to have been had, for chastity, in
6 case she shall be a witness on the trial. And evi-
-7 dence of her bad character for chastity, shall go to her
8 credibility as a witness.






