
.No. 48.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Five.

AN ACT
To incorporate the Lexington and West Cambridge

Rail-road Company.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows :

CommontoraUlj of iHassacljuoetts.

1 Sect. 1. Benjamin Muzzy, Samuel Chandler,
2 Larkin Turner, Jonas Munroe, William Chandler
3 and Billings Smith, their associates, and successors,
4 are hereby made a corporation by the name of the
5 Lexington and West Cambridge Rail-road Company,
6 with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all
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7 the duties, liabilities and restrictions set forth in the
8 forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, and in
9 that part of the thirty-ninth chapter of said Statutes,

10 and all general statutes subsequently passed, relating
11 to rail-road corporations.

1 Sect. 2. The said company are hereby author-
-2 ized and empowered to construct and complete a
3 rail-road, beginning in Lexington near the Monu-
-4 ment, thence running upon the north side of the
5 great road leading from Lexington to West Cam-
-6 bridge, at a convenient distance from, and nearly
7 parallel with the same, through the East Village in
8 Lexington, thence through the middle of West Cam-
-9 bridge, to a convenient point of intersection with the

10 rail-road of the Charlestown Branch Rail-road Com-
il pany in Cambridge.

1 Sect. 3. The capital stock of said company shall
2 not exceed two thousand shares, the number of
3 which shall be determined from time to time by the
4 directors thereof, and no assessments shall be laid
5 thereon of a greater amount in the whole than one
6 hundred dollars on each share.

1 Sect. 4. If the said company be not organized
2 and the location of their said road filed according to
3 law ; and if that part of the said road which lies
4 between the middle of West Cambridge and the
5 Charlestown Branch Rail-road, shall not be con-
-6 structed within one year from the passing of this act;
7 and if the remaining part of said road shall not be
8 constructed within three years from said time, then
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9 this act shall be void. And the corporators are
10 hereby required to open subscription books to the
11 capital stock immediately, and as soon as two hun-
-12 dred and fifty shares shall be subscribed, to proceed
13 without delay to construct, and open for use as soon
14 as practicable, the low'er part of said road from the
15 Charlestown Branch Rail-road to West Cambridge.

1 Sect. 5. The Legislature may authorize any com-
-2 pany to enter with another rail-road, at any point of
3 the said Lexington and West Cambridge road, and
4 use the same, or any part thereof, paying therefor
5 such a rate of toll or compensation as the Legislature
6 may, from time to time, prescribe, or that may be
7 fixed under the provisions of any general law of this
8 Commonwealth, complying with such rules and reg-
-9 ulations as may be established by said Lexington

10 and West Cambridge Rail-road Company : provided,
11 however, that no other corporation shall enter upon
12 said last mentioned road, with any motive power,
13 unless the said Lexington and West Cambridge Rail-
-14 road Company shall refuse to draw over their road,
15 or any part thereof, the cars of any other rail-road
16 corporation, which may be authorized to enter with
17 their rail-road upon the said Lexington and West
18 Cambridge Kail-road.

1 Sect. 6. The Legislature may, after the expira-
-2 tion of five years from the time when the whole of
3 the said rail-road shall be opened for use, from time
4 to time, reduce the rate of toll or other profits upon
5 said rail-road ; but the tolls shall not, without the
6 consent of said company, be so reduced as to produce,
7 with said profits, less than ten per cent, per annum.
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2 ized and empowered to transfer their rights, privi-
-3 leges, and franchise, under this charter, to the
4 Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company, and the
5 Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company are hereby
6 authorized to receive and hold the same, whenever
7 a majority in interest of the stockholders of the two
8 corporations respectively shall elect so to do ; and
9 in such case, the amount of capital stock which the

10 Charlestown Branch Rail-road Company may hold,
11 may be increased to the amount of two hundred
12 thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 8. This act shall take effect from and after
2 its passage.
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1 Sect. 7. The said company are hereby author-


