
HOUSE. No. 5.

To the Hon. Samuel H. Walley, Jr.,
Speaker of the House of Representatives

Sir,—Accompanying this, is jespectfully submitted, the Re-
port of the Joint Committee, appointed by the last Legislature,
on the Petition of S. T. Farwell and 123 others.

Per order of the Committee,
ISAAC LIVERMORE, Chairman.

January 13, 1846.
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BOSTON AND CANAL BRIDGES, [Jau.WEST

Lhe Joint Committee, to whom was referred, by the last Legis-
lature “ the petition of S. T. Farwell and 123 others, citizens
of Cambridge, praying the State to purchase the West Boston

1 Canal Bridges, with a view to their becomi
upon what conditions saidrl

bridges can be purchased, what has been the gross yearl
receipts of tolls on said bridges, and the annual expense lor

oairing the same, for the past ten years, with such

imittee shall deem expedient, ai

port to the next Legislature during the first week of itst to the next I
n,” having attended to the duty assigned them, submit

the follow

OM T :R E P
;ed a communication to the Pre
,med bridges, making the follow

Committee addr
;h of the above
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By reference to the accompanying replies, in answer to these

interrogatories, it appears that there is but little, if any doubt,
that the proprietors of the West Boston Bridge will sell their
property at a valuation to be estimated by disinterested persons.
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The Committee regret that they have not received a more defi
nite answer on this point, from the officers of the Canal Hridg

The only avenues to the city which are now subjected to
tolls, with the exception of the Mill-dam. over which the travel

irmed in part by the Westis comf
Boston
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had, as to place its citizens, in tins respect, on an equal footing.
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WEST BOSTON AND CANAL BRIDGES. [Jan.

RESOLVES

Concerning the West Boston and Canal Bridges.

Resolved, That the Governor, with the advice and consent
of the Council, is hereby authorized, in conjunction with the
proprietors of the West Boston and Canal Bridges, or the pro-
prietors of either of said bridges, to appoint suitable persons to
appraise the value of each of said bridges or either of them,
with the view of having said bridges purchased by the State.

Resolved, That, in case the appraisers shall be appointed,
agreeably to the provisions of the foregoing resolve, and they
shall appraise said bridges or either of them, as therein pro-
vided, the Treasurer, with the advice of the Governor and
Council, is hereby authorized to issue the scrip of the State,
bearing interest at the rate of per cent, per annum, payable
semi-annually, and redeemable on the day of
A. D. for an amount equal to the sum at which said
bridges or either of them shall be so appraised.

Resolved, That the Governor is hereby authorized to receive
a conveyance of said bridges, or either of them, in behalf of
this Commonwealth, and to pay the sum at which they or

eommontoealtfj of JHasaactjtumtsL

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-six.
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either of them shall be appraised, as aforesaid, in the scrip de-
scribed in the foregoing resolve, —and to appoint a suitable per-
son or persons to take charge of and collect the tolls on said
bridges or either of them, for such compensation, until the first
day of February, A. D. 1847, as he shall deem proper.

Resolved, That if the said bridges or either of them shall be
so purchased, the same rates of toll as are at present estab-
lished by law, shall be collected, until such sum shall be real-
ized from the net income thereof, in addition to the amount of
the cost of said bridges or either of them, as will be necessary
to constantly keep said bridge or bridges, in a suitable condition
for public travel.
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At a meeting of the Proprietors of the West Boston Bridge,
holden on the eleventh day ofFebruary, in the year eighteen
hundred and forty-two, it was voted

That Messrs. Samuel A. Elliot and William Appleton, be re-
Legislature through their Comquested to communicate to the legislature through their Com-

mittee, that the proprietors are and ever have been disposed
meet the interest and reasonable wishes of the community. In
furtherance of those feelings, they instruct their committee to
reply to the Legislature, that the proprietors will surrender the
franchise and corporate property to the State, receiving there
for such sum as may be deemed just and equitable, to be deter-le
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Boston. Nov. 10, IS
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passed but vesterc
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Amount of Gross Receipts , Expenses and Salaries on the West
Boston Bridge from Sept. 30th, 1835, to Sept. 3C)th, 1845.

Gross Receipts. Expenses. Salari
Sept. 30,’35, to Sept. 30,’36, $25,746 27 $7,11180 $2,363

'36, “ “ ’37, 23,589 48 9,607 76 2.363
’37, “ “ ’3B, 22,820 36 8,477 84 2,363

“ ’3B, “ “ ’39, 24,985 89 8,609 64 2,375
39, “ “ ’4O, 23,905 84 10,851 51 2,379
40, “ “ ’4l, 25,132 42 9,017 97 2,379
41, “ “ ’42, 27,410 24 9,090 21 2,379

; 42, “ “ ’43, 27,665 71 8,316 27 2,379
11 ’43, “ “ ’44, 27,761 88 10,007 97 2,429

44, 1! “ ’45, 28,806 31 11,470 04 2,429

$257,828 40 $92,561 01 $23,838
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Boston, 10th November, 1845

Isaac Livermore, Esquire

Chairman of C mim.ittce of ihe Legislature

Sir, —Your letter of the Ist
of the Canal Bridge Corporal!
Directors, and I have their i
stating that the Directors are
bridge and franchise on any
that a majority of the propriet
shares at a reasonable price.

inst., addressed to the President
n, was laid before the Board of
nstructions to reply to you by
tot authorized to dispose of the
terms, but they have no doubt
irs would be willing to sell their

They would also inform vou
that the income of the bridge from tolls for the last ten years,
has averaged about $ll,BOO, per annum,—that the repairs
have averaged $B2O, per annum,—and that the other expenses
on the bridge including salaries, (which are $2050,) have av-
eraged $2BBO, per annum.

The property is divided into 1200 shares

With much respect

Your obedient servant,

ELIJAH LORING,
)

President of Canal Bridge Corporation

2
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he Honorable Legislature of the Commonwealth of Mas-i,
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ic undersigned Petitione izens of Cambridge, respect-
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Commonwealth already own the
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