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13E it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. The inhabitants of the town of Cam-
-2 bridge, in the County of Middlesex, shall continue
3 to be a body corporate and politic, under the name
4 of the City of Cambridge ; and, as such, shall have,
5 exercise and enjoy all the rights, immunities, powers,
6 and privileges, and shall be subject to all the duties
7 and obligations, now incumbent upon, and appertain-
-8 ing to, said town, as a municipal corporation.

In (he Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-

<£ommontoraUty of

AN ACT
To establish the City of Cambridge.
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1 Sect. 2. The administration of all the fiscal, pru-
-2 dential and municipal affairs of said city, and the
3 government thereof, shall be vested in one principal
4 officer, to be styled the mayor ; one council of six,
5 to be denominated the board of aldermen ; and one
6 council of twenty, to be denominated the board of
7 common council —which two boards shall, in their
8 joint capacity, be denominated the city council. A
9 majority of each board shall constitute a quorum for

10 the transaction of business. No member of either
11 board shall receive any compensation for his services.
12 The mayor and aldermen shall be chosen by the
13 inhabitants of the city at large, voting in their re-

-14 spective wards.
15 The members of the common council shall be ap-
-16 portioned among the several wards, as nearly as may
17 be, according to the number of inhabitants therein;
18 and each ward shall elect the number of common
19 council men to which it shall be entitled on such
20 apportionment, from persons who shall be residents
21 in the ward by which they shall be chosen.

1 Sect. 3. The city of Cambridge hereby is, and
2 shall continue to be, divided into three wards ; and
3 the boundaries thereof shall be the same as the
4 boundaries of the wards into which the town of Cam-
-5 bridge is now divided. But the city council shall,
6 once in five years, and not oftener, revise the same,
7 and may, by a vote of not less than two-thirds of the
8 members of each board present, and voting (hereon,
9 so alter the boundaries of said wards, as shall be

10 most for the convenience of the inhabitants thereof.
11 For the first five years after the passage of this Act,
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12 the ward now known as ward number one, shall
13 elect five members of the common council ; the
14 ward now known as ward number two, shall elect
15 nine members of the common council ; and the ward
16 now known as ward number three, shall elect six
17 members of the common council.

1 Sect. 4. The annual meeting of the inhabitants,
2 for the choice of city officers, shall be holden on the
3 first Monday in March ; and all city and ward offi-
-4 cers, who are chosen by the people, shall be chosen
5 by ballot, and shall hold their respective offices for
6 one year, from the first Monday in April succeeding
7 the annual meeting, and until others shall be chosen
8 and qualified to act in their stead.

1 Sect. 5. All meetings of the inhabitants for the
2 purpose of voting at elections, or the transaction of
3 municipal affairs, whether in general or in ward
4 meetings, shall be holden in pursuance of warrants
5 for that purpose, which shall be issued by the mayor
6 and aldermen, and shall be in such form, and served
7 and returned in such manner, and at such time, as
8 the city council, by any by-law, shall direct.

1 Sect. 6. Each ward, at the annual meeting, shall
2 choose for itself a warden, clerk, and three inspec-
-3 tors of elections, who shall be sworn to the faithful
4 and impartial discharge of their respective duties
5 relative to elections ; a certificate of which oath
6 having been taken, shall be entered in the records
7 of the ward by the clerk thereof.
8 The warden shall preside at all ward meetings,
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9 and shall be invested with all the powers, and per-
form all the duties, of moderators of town meetings.
If, at any such meeting, the warden shall not be
present, the clerk shall call the meeting to order,
and preside until a warden pro tempore shall be
chosen ; and if the clerk shall not be present, a clerk
pro tempore shall be chosen.

10
11
12
13
14
15

The inspectors of elections shall, at all meetings,
aid and assist the warden in preserving order, and in
assorting and counting the votes ; and all votes shall
be assorted, counted, recorded and declared, in open
ward meeting.

16
17
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The clerk shall record, in the ward records, the
votes and proceedings of all ward meetings, and shall
enter on said record the names of all persons voted
for, and the number of votes given for each, in words
at length, and shall, within twenty-four hours after
each and every ward meeting holden for the purpose
of any election, deliver to the city clerk a true copy
of the record of such election, certified by himself,
the warden, and a majority of the inspectors. The
clerk shall deliver to his successor in office, all the
records, record books, journals, documents, papers,
and other things, held by him in his capacity of
clerk of the ward.
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Each ward shall also, at the annual meeting, choose
the number of common council men which it shall
be entitled to elect. But if the choice cannot be
conveniently effected or completed on that day, the
meeting shall be adjourned to another day, not ex-
ceeding two days thereafter, to complete the choice.
The clerk of the ward shall, within twenty-four
hours after such choice, deliver to the respective
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42 persons elected common council men, a certificate
43 of their election, signed by himself, the warden, and
44 a majority of the inspectors.

1 Sect. 7. The qualified voters in each ward shall,
2 at the annual meeting, give in, to the warden and
3 inspectors, their votes for a mayor and six aldermen ;

4 a copy of the record of which shall be delivered to
5 the city clerk, as provided in the preceding section.
6 The city clerk shall, immediately after receiving said
7 copies, enter the same, or a plain and intelligible
8 abstract thereof, on the city records, and then lay
9 said copies before the mayor and aldermen, who shall

10 thereupon examine the same, and cause the persons
11 who shall have been chosen mayor and aldermen re-
-12 spectively, by a majority of votes in all the wards,
13 to be notified in writing of their election.
14 If a mayor, or the whole number of aldermen,
15 shall not have been so elected, or if either of the
16 persons elected shall refuse to accept the office which
17 he was chosen to fill, the mayor and aldermen shall
18 make a record of the fact, and forthwith issue their
19 warrant for another election ; and the same proceed-

-20 ings shall be had, in all respects, as are provided in
21 this section for the choice of mayor and aldermen ;

22 and the same shall be repeated, from time to time,
23 until a mayor and the whole number of aldermen
24 shall have been chosen.
25 Whenever (he office of mayor shall become vacant,
26 by death, resignation, or otherwise, the boards of
27 aldermen and common council shall, respectively, by
28 vote, declare the same and the cause thereof, and the
29 expediency of filling such vacancy ; and the two
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30 boards shall thereupon meet in convention, and elect
31 a mayor to fill such vacancy so long as said cause
32 shall continue, or until a new election.

1 Sect. 8. The mayor, aldermen and common
council shall, before entering on the duties of their
office, be sworn to the faithful performance of the
duties of their respective offices ; and, for that pur-
pose, shall meet in convention on the first Monday
in April in each year, at ten of the clock in the
forenoon, when such oath may be administered to the
mayor elect, if present, by any judge of any court
of record in the Commonwealth, or by any justice of
the peace for the county of Middlesex, and to the
aldermen and common council men, by the mayor,
he being first sworn as aforesaid, or by such justice
of the peace. A certificate of such oath having
been taken, shall be entered in the journal of the
mayor and aldermen and of the common council, by
their respective clerks. If, from any cause, the may-
or, or any one or more of the aldermen or common
council men, shall not be present on the first Mon-
day in April, to take the oath required of them, the
same may be administered to them at any time there-
after, before entering on the duties of their office.

2
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1 Sect. 9. The mayor, thus chosen and qualified,
2 shall be the chief executive officer of the city. He
3 shall be vigilant and active in causing the laws and
4 regulations of the city to be executed and enforced.
5 He shall exercise a general supervision over the
6 conduct of all subordinate officers, and cause their
7 violation or neglect of duty to be punished. He may
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8 call special meetings of the board of aldermen and
9 common council, or either of them, when, in his

10 opinion, the interests of the city require it, by caus-

-11 ing a notification to be left at the usual dwelling-
-12 place of each member of the board or boards to be
13 convened. He shall, from time to time, communi-
-14 cate to said boards respectively, such information,
15 and recommend such measures, as the interests of
16 the city shall, in his judgment, require. He shall
17 preside in the board of aldermen and in joint meet-
-18 ing of the two boards ; but shall have a casting vote
19 only. He shall have the exclusive power of norni-

-20 nation, in all cases in which appointments are direct-
-21 ed to be made by the mayor and aldermen ; but such
22 nominations shall be subject to be confirmed or re-
-23 jected by the board of aldermen. He shall be ex
24 officio chairman of the school committee, and of the
25 board of overseers of the poor. His salary, for the
26 first year under this charter, shall be six hundred
27 dollars, and no more ; he shall afterwards receive
28 for his services such salary as the city council shall
29 determine, payable at stated periods, and shall re-
-30 ceive no other compensation ; but such salary shall
31 not be increased or diminished during his continu-
-32 ance in office.

1 Sect. 10. The mayor and aldermen shall com-
-2 pose one board, and shall sit and act together as one
3 body, at all meetings of which the mayor shall pre-
-4 side, if present; but, in his absence, the board may
5 choose a chairman for the time being. All their
6 sittings shall be public, when not engaged in execu-
-7 five business.
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1 Sect. 11. The executive powers of the city, and
2 the administration of police, with all the powers
3 heretofore vested by law in the selectmen of Cam-
-4 bridge, shall be vested in the mayor and aldermen,
5 as fully as if the same were herein specifically enu-
-6 merated. They shall have full and exclusive power
7 to appoint a city marshal and assistants, a constable
8 or constables, and all other police officers; and to
9 remove the same from office, for sufficient cause.

10 They may require the marshal and constables, be-
-11 fore entering on the duties of their office, to give
12 bonds with sufficient sureties, to any reasonable
13 amount ; upon which the like proceedings and rem-
-14 edies may be had, as are by law provided in case of
15 constables’ bonds required by selectmen of towns in
16 this Commonwealth. They shall have power to grant
17 licenses to innholders and victuallers, and retailers,
18 within the city, in the same manner as the mayor
19 and aldermen of the city of Boston now have by
20 provision of law. They shall prepare, revise, cor-
-21 rect and post up, in the manner that selectmen of
22 towns are required to do, an alphabetical list of
23 voters in each ward of the city; and, for that pur-
-24 pose, shall have access to the assessors’ books and
23 lists, and be entitled to the aid and assistance of the
26 assessors, collector, and other city officers—and shall
27 deliver the lists so prepared and corrected, to the
28 clerks of the respective wards, to be used at elec-
-29 tions. And they shall do and perform all the duties
30 which the selectmen of towns are, by law, required
31 to do and perform within their respective towns, un-
-32 less it be otherwise provided in this Act,
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1 Sect. 12. The mayor and aldermen shall, within
2 two days after every meeting of the inhabitants hoi-
-3 den for the choice of County, State or United States
4 officers, examine and compare the copies of the re-

-5 cord of votes returned from all the wards, and make
6 out returns of the same, including the names of all
7 the persons voted for, and the number of votes given
8 for each ; which returns shall be signed by the may-
-9 or and a majority of the aldermen, and countersigned

10 by the city clerk, and shall be transmitted or deliv-
-11 ered in the manner that similar returns are required
12 to be made by selectmen of towns. They shall no-
-13 tify the persons, chosen to represent the city in the
14 General Court, of their election, within three days
15 after the choice ; and if the whole number of repre-
-16 sentatives, determined upon by the city council, shall
17 not have been chosen at any such meeting, they shall
18 forthwith issue their warrant for a new election, con-
-19 formably to the Constitution and laws of the Com-
-20 monwealth.
21 The mayor and aldermen shall issue their warrant
22 for a general meeting of the inhabitants, for any con-
-23 stitutional or legal purpose, whenever requested so
24 to do, in writing, by thirty legal voters.
25 The board of aldermen shall be the final judge of
26 the election and qualifications of its members ; and,
27 whenever a vacancy shall occur therein, by death,
28 resignation, or otherwise, may order a new election.

1 Sect. 13. An act establishing the fire depart-
-2 ment in the town of Cambridge, passed March seven-
-3 teenth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two,
4 and an act in addition thereto, passed March thir-

9
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5 tieth, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-five,
6 shall continue in force, and all the power and au-
-7 thority, now vested in the selectmen of Cambridge,
8 in relation to the fire department in that town, shall
9 be transferred to, and vested in, the mayor and al-

10 dermen.

1 Sect. 14. The persons chosen and qualified as
2 members of the common council shall sit and act
3 together as one body, distinct from the mayor and
4 aldermen, except when the two bodies are required
5 to meet and act in convention. The said council
6 shall, from time to time, choose one of its members,
7 to preside at all meetings of the board, and preserve
8 order therein ; and shall also choose a clerk, who
9 shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of the duties

10 of that office, and shall hold such office during the
11 pleasure of the council. The clerk, so chosen and
12 qualified, shall attend the common council when in
13 session, and keep a journal of its acts, votes, and
14 proceedings, and perform such other services in his
15 said office, as the council may require. All sittings
16 of the common council shall be public. The com-

-17 mon council shall be the final judge of the election
18 and qualifications of its members ; and, whenever a
19 vacancy shall occur therein, by death, resignation, or
20 otherwise, may order a new election.

1 Sect. 15. All the powers now vested by law in
2 the town of Cambridge, or in the inhabitants thereof,
3 as a municipal corporation, shall be vested in the
4 city council composed as provided in the second sec-
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5 tion, and shall be exercised by concurrent vote, each
6 board having a negative on the other.

2 make all such salutary and needful by-laws, as towns
3 by the laws of the Commonwealth have power to
4 make, and to annex penalties, not exceeding twenty
5 dollars, for the breach thereof; which by-laws shall

take effect and be in force from the time therein
7 limited, without the sanction or confirmation of any

other authority whatev
city ordinances shall 1

. All such by-laws and all
duly published, and in such

10 newspaper or newspapers as the city council shall
11 direct. All fines and forfeitures for the violation of
12 any by-law or ordinance of the city, shall be recov-
13 ered by complaint before any justice of the peace
14 for the county of Middlesex, and shall enure to such
15 uses as the city council shall direct ; but the party
16 prosecuted shall have the right of appeal to the
17 Court of Common Pleas, in the same manner, and
18 upon the same terms and conditions, as are provided
19 by law for appeals from the judgment of justices of
20 the peace in other criminal prosecutions. It shall
21 be sufficient, in any such complaint, to set out the
22 offence plainly and substantially ; but the by-law or
23 ordinance, on which the complaint is founded, need
24 not be recited or set out.

1 Sect. 17. The city council shall take care that
no moneys shall be paid out from the city treasury,
unless previously granted and appropriated ; shall

4 secure a just and prompt accountability from all per-
-5 sons entrusted with the receipt, custody or disburse-

1 Sect. 16. The city council shall have power to
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6 ment of the moneys or funds of the city ; shall have
re and superintendence of the city buildings,

8 and all city property, and the power to let or sell
9 what may be legally let or sold, and to purchase

10 property, real or personal, in the name and for the
11 use of the city, whenever the interest or convenience
12 of the city shall require it. The city council shall
13 once in every year, at least, publish, for the use and
14 information of the inhabitants, a particular account
15 of the receipts and expenditures of the city, and a
16 schedule of the property and debts of the city.

1 Sect. 18. The city council shall have exclusive
2 authority and power to lay out new streets or ways
3 within said city, and to estimate the damage which
4 any person shall sustain thereby ; but all petitions
5 and questions, relating to the laying out, widening,
6 altering or discontinuing of any street or way, shall
7 be first acted on by the mayor and aldermen. Any
8 person, aggrieved by the decision or judgment of
9 the mayor and aldermen, or of the city council, in

10 relation to the laying out, widening, altering or dis-
-11 continuing of any street or way, or in the estimate
12 of his damages, may, within six months thereafter,
13 make complaint to the county commissioners in the
14 county of Middlesex ; upon which complaint, the
15 same proceedings shall be had, as are provided in
16 the twenty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes, in
17 cases where persons are aggrieved by the decision or
18 judgment of selectmen of towns.

1 Sect. 19. The city council shall have the power
2 to construct drains and common sewT ers through any
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3 highways, streets, or private lands, paying the own-
-4 ers such damage as they shall sustain thereby ; and
5 to require all persons to pay a reasonable sum for
6 the right to open any drain into such public drain or
7 common sewer.

1 Sect. 20. All the power and authority now vest-
-2 ed by law in the board of health for the town of
3 Cambridge, shall be transferred to, and vested in,
4 the city council, and shall be carried into execution
5 by the appointment of health commissioners, or in
6 such other manner as the city council shall deter-
-7 mine.

1 Sect. 21. The city council shall have the power
2 to provide for the appointment or election of all ne-
-3 cessary officers for the good government of the city,
4 not otherwise provided for, and to prescribe their
5 duties and fix their compensation ; but no person
6 shall be elected by the city council, or appointed by
7 the mayor and aldermen, to any office of emolument,
8 who, at the time of his election or appointment, shall
9 be a member of the board of aldermen or of the

10 common council.

1 Sect. 22. The city council shall, annually, in
2 the month of April, meet in convention, and elect,
3 by joint ballot, a city clerk, who shall be sworn to
4 the faithful discharge of the duties of his office, and
5 shall hold his office one year, and until another shall
6 be chosen and qualified ; removable, however, at the
7 pleasure of the city council. The city clerk shall
8 be ex officio clerk of the board composed of the
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9 mayor and aldermen. He shall keep a journal of all
10 the votes and proceedings of the mayor and aide
11 men, and also of the city council, when sitting in
12 convention; and shall perform such other duties as
13 the mayor and aldermen or the city council shall
14 prescribe. He shall also perform all the duties, and
15 exercise all the powers, incumbent upon, and vested
16 in, the town clerk of the town of Cambridge. He
17 shall deliver to his successor in office, as soon as
18 chosen and qualified, all journals, records, record
19 books, papers, documents, or other things, held by

20 him in his capacity of city clerk

1 Sect. 23. The city council shall also, in the month
2 of April, annually, in convention and by joint bal

3 lot, elect a city treasure
4 all other subordinate off
5 the inhabitants or appoii
6 men ; and shall also fi
7 exist in the boards of as

a collector of taxes, and
rs, who are not chosen by

ted by the mayor and alder-
-1 all vacancies which shall
lessors, assistant assessors

8 overseers of the poor, or school committee, by rea-
-9 son of a failure to elect by the inhabitants, at the

10 annual meeting. The candidates for filling such va-
il cancies shall be determined in the manner provided
12 by the Constitution of the Commonwealth for fixing
13 upon candidates to fill vacancies in the State Senate.

Sect. 24. The city council shall, annually, in
meet in convention, and dethe month of October

3 termine the number of representatives which the
4 city shall elect to the General Court, and publis

rich shall be conclusive ; and3 such determination, v
the number thus determined, shall be specified in the
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7 warrant calling the meeting for the election of rep-
-8 resentatives.

1 Sect. 25. The city council shall, in the month of
2 January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and
3 fifty-one, and once in every five years thereafter, de-
-4 termine the number of members of the common coun-
-5 cil which each ward shall be entitled to elect, as
6 provided in the second section.

1 Sect. 26. The qualified voters of the city, at the
2 annual meeting, shall choose seven persons for a

ichool committee, two of whom shall be residents in
ward number one, three m ward number two, and
two in ward number three ; six persons to be over-

f whom shall be residents injers of the poor, two
to be assessors, one of whomeach ward; three perso

shall be a resident in ach ward ; and such number
the city council shall deter-ot assistant as i:

10 mine. The assessors and assistant assessors shall be
11 sworn to the faithful discharge of the duties of their
12 office, and shall perform all such duties as the asses-
-13 sors of towns are required by law to perform ; and

ichool committee and overseers of the
la poor, with the mayor as chairman ot each, shall per-
-16 form all such duties as the school committees and
17 overseers of the poor in towns are required by law
18 to perform.

1 oect. 27. All meetings of the inhabitants, fi
the election of County, State, or United States offi-

3 cers, who are voted for by the people, shall be held
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4 in their respective wards, at the time fixed by law
6 for those elections respectively.

1 Sect. 28. After the acceptance of this Act by
2 the inhabitants of the town of Cambridge, and du-
-3 ring the month of April in the present year, the se-
-4 lectmen of said town, for the purpose of the first
5 election under this charter, shall issue their warrant
6 for a meeting of the inhabitants, in their respective
7 wards, for the choice of all city officers who are di-
-8 rected to be chosen by the people, and such county
9 officers as are to be voted for by other towns in the

10 county of Middlesex, at their annual meeting in the
11 present year. Such warrant shall be served seven
12 days, at least, before the time appointed for said
13 meeting, and shall designate the time and place of
14 the meeting in the respective wards.
15 At said meeting, the wards respectively shall
16 choose a warden, clerk, three inspectors of elections,
17 and the number of members of the common council,
18 which they are entitled to elect, by the third section
19 of this Act; and shall also give in their votes for a
20 mayor, six aldermen, seven members of the school
21 committee, six overseers of the poor, three assessors,
22 and such county officers as are then to be voted for.
23 If the whole number of common council men, in
24 either ward, cannot be chosen on that day, the meet-
-25 ing may be adjourned, not exceeding two days, to
26 complete the choice. The clerks of the respective
27 wards shall deliver certificates to the persons elected
28 members of the common council, and copies of the
29 record of the election to said selectmen, within the
30 time, and signed and certified in the manner, provid-
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31 ed in the sixth section. The selectmen shall, with-
-32 in two days after receiving said returns, examine and
33 compare the same, ascertain the result of the elec-
-34 tion, and give notice in writing to the persons chosen
35 mayor and aldermen, of their election. If a mayor,
36 or the whole number of aldermen shall not have been
37 elected at such meeting, the selectmen shall forth-
-38 with issue their warrant for another meeting, as pro-
-39 vided in this section ; and the same proceedings shall
40 be had and repeated, until a mayor and six aldermen
41 shall have been chosen. Any legal voter in the re-
-42 spective wards, may call the said first meeting to
43 order, and preside until a warden shall have been
44 chosen.

1 Sect. 29. Immediately after the election of city
2 officers, as provided in the preceding section, the
3 said selectmen shall appoint a place and some day
4 prior to the first Monday in May of the present
5 year, for the first meeting of the city council, and
6 for the organization of the city government, estab-
-7 fished by this act ; and shall give notice thereof in
8 writing to all the city officers elect, and shall also
9 publish a notice thereof in one or more newspapers

10 printed in Boston.
11 The mayor, aldermen, members of the common
12 council, and all other city officers elect, shall meet
13 at the time and place designated in such notices, and
14 shall respectively take the oath required of them by
15 this act, and shall then enter upon and perform all
16 the duties of their respective offices, in the same
17 manner as if they had been elected prior to the first
18 Monday in April of the present year.

Q
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1 Sect. 30. The annual town meeting of the town
2 of Cambridge, for the present year, shall be sus-
-3 pended, and may be holden in the month of May, if
4 this act shall not be adopted by the inhabitants of
5 the town, as provided in the thirty-fourth section.

1 Sect. 31. All officers of the town of Cambridge,
2 having the care and custody of any records, papers,
3 or property, belonging to said town, shall deliver
4 the same to the city clerk, within one week after his
5 entering upon the duties of his office.

1 Sect. 32. All such acts, and parts of acts, as are
2 inconsistent with the provisions of this act shall be,
3 and the same are hereby repealed.

1 Sect. 33. Nothing in this act contained shall be
2 so construed, as to prevent the Legislature from
3 altering or amending the same, whenever they shall
4 deem it expedient.

1 Sect. 34. This act shall be void, unless the in-
-2 habitants of the town of Cambridge, at a legal town
3 meeting, called for that purpose, shall, by a majority
4 of the voters present, and voting thereon, by a writ-
-5 ten vote, determine to adopt the same within twenty
6 days after its passage.

1 Sect. 35. This act shall go into operation from
2 and after its passage.






