
HOUSE .No. 68,

[Reported by the Committee on the Judiciary.]

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-
Six.

AN ACT
In addition to an Act for the relief of Insolvent Debtors,

and for the more equal distribution of their effects.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent-
atives, in General Court assembled , and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

1 Sect. 1. Every judge of probate or master in
2 chancery, in their respective counties, before whom
3 any matter may be pending in relation to any insol-
-4 vent estate under the act for the relief of insolvent
5 debtors, and for a more equal distribution of their
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6 effects, passed 1838, chapter one hundred and
7 sixty-three, upon complaint made under oath, by
8 any person interested in said estate, against any
9 one suspected of having fraudulently received, con-

-10 cealed, embezzled, or conveyed away any of the
11 money, goods, effects, or other estate of such in-
-12 solvent, may cite such suspected person to ap-
-13 pear before him, and to be examined on oath,
14 upon the matter of such complaint ; and if the per-
-15 son so cited shall refuse to appear and submit to
16 such examination, or to answer such interrogatories
17 as shall be lawfully propounded to him, the said
18 judge or master may commit him to the common jail
19 of the county, there to remain in close custody, un-

-20 til he shall submit to the order of said court or mas-
21 ter ; and all such interrogatories and answers shall
22 be in writing, and shall be signed by the party ex-
-23 amined, and filed in such probate court or with such
24 master, to be used in any proceeding before such
25 court or master, pending against said insolvent, or
26 in any way or manner authorized by law.

1 Sect. 2. The first, second and sixteenth sections
2 of the act in further addition to the several acts, for
3 the relief of insolvent debtors, and the more equal
4 distribution of their effects, passed 1844, chapter
5 one hundred and seventy-eight, are hereby repealed ;

6 provided, that all matters now pending before any
7 judge of probate or master in chancery, shall be de-
-8 termined in the same manner as if this act had not
9 been passed.

1 Sect. 3. This act shall take effect from and
2 after its passage.






