
HOUSE No. 90.

House of Representatives, April 7, 1846.

The Joint Special Committee, to whom was recommitted a
Bill, entitled “ An Act concerning Hawkers and Pedlers,” ask
leave to report said Bill in an amended draft.

For the Committee,

S. WALES, Jr.
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent-
atives, in General Court assembled, and hy the authority of
the same, as folloivs:

1 Sect. 1. From and after the first day of July next,
2 every hawker, pedler, or petty chapman, or other per-
-3 son, going from town to town, or from place to place,
4 or from dwelling-house to dwelling-house, in the same
5 town, either on foot, or with one or more horses, or
6 otherwise, carrying for sale, or exposing to sale, any
7 goods, wares or merchandise, or taking a temporary
8 residence in any town for that purpose ; except, as
9 provided in the second section, or under a license

10 granted as hereinafter provided, shall forfeit a sum not
11 exceeding two hundred dollars for every offence.

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-

<£ominontoeaU!j of jHassadjusetts.
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Sect. 2 Any person may go about, as aforesaid,
2 selling and exposing to
o whatever, live animals
4 pamphlets, agricultural j
5 the products of his own
6 family ; but the sale of
7 quors, playing-cards, inc

sale, any fruits and provisions
fuel, newspapers, hooks or

roducts of the United States,
labor, or the labor of his own
iewelrj, wines, spirituous li-

igo and feathers, as aforesaid,
■ovided, if the city council of
the mayor and aldermen of

8 is hereby prohibited : p.
9 any city, shall authorize

10 such city, or the inhabitants of any town shall author-
-11 ize the selectmen of such town to restrain the sale, by
12 minors, of any goods, wares or merchandise, the sale
13 of which, in the manner aforesaid, is permitted in this
l-t section 5 such mayor and aldermen, or selectmen,
15 while such authority remains in force, may exercise in
16 the premises all the powers they are by law authorized
17 to exercise, in relation to theatrical exhibitions and
18 public shows, and any violation of such restraint when
19 the same shall be imposed by the regulations of said
20 mayor and aldermen, or said selectmen, or any sale of
21 the articles in question without a license, where the
22 same shall be required in exercise of the authority above
23 granted, shall subject the persons guilty of the same to
24 a penalty not exceeding ten dollars for every offence ;

25 provided further, that no such restraint imposed or li-
-26 cense granted, shall remain in force beyond the term
27 of office of those by whom the same was imposed or
28 grante

1 Sect. 3. The Secretary of the Commonwealth
2 may grant a license to go about selling, and exposing
3 to sale, any goods, wares or merchandise, not prohibit-
-4 ed in the second section, to any applicant who shall
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5 file in liis office a certificate, signed by a majority of
6 the selectmen of any town, or the mayor of any city
7 in this Commonwealth, which certificate shall state,
8 that, to the best knowledge and belief of such mayor
9 or selectmen, the applicant therein named, is a citizen

10 of the United States, and resides in such city or town,
11 and is in good repute for morals and integrity. And
12 the mayor or selectmen, as aforesaid, before granting
13 such certificate, shall require every such applicant to
14 make oath that he is the person named therein, that
15 he is a citizen of the United States, and is a resident
16 of such city or town, which oath shall be certified by a
17 justice of the peace, and accompany the certificate.

1 Sect. 4. The Secretary of the Commonwealth
2 shall cause to be inserted, in every license, the names
3 of such cities and towns as the applicant shall select,
4 with the sum to be paid to the respective treasurers
5 thereof annexed, and shall receive from the applicant
6 one dollar, lor each city or town so inserted ; and
7 every person so licensed, is hereby authorized to sell,
8 as aforesaid, any goods, wares or merchandise, not
9 prohibited in the second section, in any city or town

10 mentioned in his license, upon first tendering to the
11 treasurer thereof the sum stated to be due; and the
12 treasurer of such city or town shall make a certificate
13 on the face of the license, stating the sum so received.
14 No license, granted under this act, shall be pleaded in
15 bar to any complaint against the person licensed, if it
16 be proved that he exposed to sale, in any county, city
17 or town mentioned in such license, any article not per-
-18 mitted, or prohibited, in the second section, prior to

19 tendering to the treasurer thereof the sum required by



1846. j HOUSE—No. 90.

20 tins act, or in any county, city or town not mentioned
21 in such license : provided, that this act shall not ho
22 construed to require any person, so licensed, to pay
23 the sum due to the treasurer of any county, city or
24 town, before he is prepared to trade therein.

1 Sect. 5. Every person licensed under the foreeo-
. •

O

2 ing sections, in addition to the sum payable to the
3 Secretary of the Commonwealth, shall pay to the
4 treasurer of each city or town mentioned in his license
5 the sums following ;
6 For every town containing not more than one thou-
-7 sand inhabitants, according to the United States cen-
-8 sus next preceding the date of any license, three dol-
-9 lars.

10 For every town containing more than one thousand,
11 and not more than two thousand inhabitants, six dul-
12 lars.
13 For every town containing more than two thousand,
14 and not more than three thousand inhabitants, eight
15 dollars.
16 For every town containing more than three thou-
-17 sand, and not more than four thousand inhabitants,
18 ten dollars.
19 And for every city or town containing more than
20 four thousand inhabitants, the sum shall be increased,
21 in addition to ten dollars, one dollar for every one
22 thousand inhabitants, over lour thousand, contained
23 therein: provided, that the sum to be paid to the
24 treasurer of any city or town, shall in no case exceed
25 twenly-Jive dollars.

1 Sect. 6. Every license granted under this act, be-
-2 fore the first day of January, in the year one thousand
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3 eight hundred and forty-seven, shall bear date on the
4 first day of July next, and shall continue in force till
5 the first day of January aforesaid, and no longer; and
6 the amount to be paid therefor shall be one half of any
7 sums herein provided to be paid for a similar license
8 for a year ; and every license granted after the afore-
-9 said first day of January, shall bear date on the first

10 day of January of the year in which it is granted,
11 and shall continue in force one year, and no longer;
12 and it shall not be lawful for any person to sell, under
13 any such license, except the person licensed therein,
14 or named in a transfer of the same, as hereinafter pro-
-15 vided.
16 The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall keep a
17 record of all licenses granted, with the number of
18 each, the name and residence of the person licensed,
19 and the counties, cities and towns mentioned therein,
20 and also of all special State licenses.
21 The treasurers of the counties, cities and towns, shall
22 severally keep records of all licenses upon which the
23 sums provided in this act have been paid, with the
24 number of each, the name and residence of the per-
-25 sons licensed, and the sums received thereon ; and all
26 such records shall be open for public inspection.

1 Sect. 7. In addition to the licenses authorized in
2 the foregoing sections, the Secretary of the Common-
-3 wealth, upon the conditions required in the third sec-
-4 tion, may grant special State licenses, upon payment,
5 by the applicant, of one hundred dollars for each
6 license ; and the person so licensed shall be author-
-7 ized to expose to sale any goods, wares or merchan-
-8 disc, not prohibited in this act, in any city or town in
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9 this Commonwealth ; and may also grant, as aforesaid,10 special county licenses, upon payment, by the appli-
-11 cant, ol one dollar tor each county mentioned therein;
12 and the person so licensed shall be authorized to ex-
lo pose to sale, to any person within such counties, any
14 tin, britannia, glass or wooden wares, of the manufac-
io tine ol the United States, or any other goods, wares
16 or merchandise manufactured by himself or his em-
-17 ployer, upon tendering to the treasurer of each county
18 mentioned in such license, respectively, the sums fol-
-19 lowing :
20 For Suffolk, Essex, Middlesex and Worcester, each
21 ten dollars.
22 For Norfolk, Berkshire, Bristol and Plymouth, each
23 eight dollars.
24 For Hampden, Franklin, Hampshire and Barnsta-
-25 ble, each six dollars.
26 For Nantucket, three dollars
27 For Dukes, one dollar.
28 And the county treasurers, respectively, upon the
29 receipt of any sum, as aforesaid, shall certify thereto
30 on the face of the license, stating the amount so re-
-31 ceived.

1 Sect. 8. All sums paid to the Secretary of the
2 Commonwealth, under this act, shall be for the use of
3 the Commonwealth ; and all sums paid to the treasu-

4 rer of any county, city or town, shall be for the use

5 of the county, city or town, so receiving the same.

6 Any license granted under this act, upon proceed-
7 had by the applicant, as provided in the third sec-

-8 tion may be transferred by the Secretary of the Com-
7j

~

9 monweath, and the person to whom such license is
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10 transferred, shall be liable, in all respects, as if he
11 were the person originally licensed.

1 Sect. 9. Every person licensed as herein provided,
2 shall post his name, residence, and the number of his
3 license, in a conspicuous manner upon his parcels or
4 vehicle, and whenever such license is demanded of
6 him by any selectman or Justice of the peace, he shall
6 forthwith exhibit it ; and if he neglect or refuse to do
7 so, shall be subject to the same penally as if he were
8 without a license. And this act, or a synopsis there-
-9 of, shall be printed on every license.

1 Sect. 10. The license of any person who shall be
2 convicted of a violation of any provision of this act,
3 shall be void.
4 Any person who shall counterfeit or forge a license,
5 or who shall have a counterfeited or forged license in
6 his possession, with the intent to utter or use the same
7 as true, knowing it to be false and counterfeit, or who
8 shall attempt to sell under a license which has expired,
9 or is forfeited, or which was not granted to him, and

10 has not been transferred to him, shall forfeit a sum not
11 exceeding one thousand dollars.

1 Sect. 11. The seventh and eighth sections of the
2 thirty-filth chapter ol the Revised Statutes, ae hereby
3 repealed.

1 Sect. 12. This act shall take effect from and af
2 ter its passage.


