
HOUSE. No. 98.

Six.

AN ACT
Relating to Rail-roads.

HE it enacted by the Senate and House of Represent-
atives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of
the same, as follows:

In the Year One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty-

ftommonbiealti) of JHascadjunetts.

1 Sect. 1. Every rail-road corporation which may
2 hereafter construct a rail-road across any turnpike,
3 highway or town way, shall construct it so as to cross

4 over or under the turnpike, highway or town way.
5 And if the rail-road shall be constructed to cross over
6 the turnpike, highway or town way, a sufficient space
7 shall be left under the rail-road conveniently to accom-

modate the travel upon the turnpike, highway or town
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9 way. And such rail-road corporation shall build, keep
10 up and maintain in good repair, such bridges, wdth
11 suitable and convenient approaches thereto, as may be
12 required to accommodate the travel upon the turnpike,
13 highway or town way, over such crossing, except such
14 as are provided lor in the second section.

Sect. 2. The county commissioners of the county
in which such crossing is situated, may, upon the ap-
plication of the rail-road corporation, or of the propri-
etors of the turnpike, or of the selectmen of the town,
or of the mayor and aldermen of the city in which
the crossing is situated, after due notice to the rail-
road corporation, the proprietors of the turnpike and
such selectmen, or mayor and aldermen, not being
themselves the applicants, and to any other persons or
parties, as they may direct, and after hearing the par-
ties, may authorize and require the rail-road corpo-
ration to construct their rail-road, at such crossing,
upon a level with the turnpike, highway or town way,
in such manner as they may direct; and, if they shall
consider it necessary, may require the rail-road corpo-
ration to erect and maintain a gate across the rail-road
at such crossing, and to provide an agent to open and
close the same, as is provided in the eightieth section
of the thirty-ninth chapter of the Revised Statutes.
And the rail-road corporation shall pay the costs of
every such application, excepting in cases where the
county commissioners shall deny the application of the
proprietors of a turnpike, or the selectmen of any town,
or the mayor and aldermen of any city.
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Sect. 3. Every rail-road corporation shall erect
and maintain suitable fences, with convenient bars,
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3 gates, or openings therein, at such places as may rea-
-4 sonably be required, upon both sides of the entire
5 length of any rail-road which they may hereafter con-
-6 struct, except at the crossings of any turnpike, high-
-7 way, or other way, or in places where the convenient
8 use of the rail-road would be obstructed thereby.
9 And shall also construct and maintain sufficient barri-

10 ers, at such places as may be necessary, where it is
11 practicable to do so, to prevent the entrance of cattle
12 upon the rail-road.

1 Sect. 4. Any rail-road corporation which shall
2 unreasonably neglect to comply with any of the pro-
-3 visions of this act, shall, for each and every such neg-
-4 lect, forfeit a sum not exceeding two hundred dollars,
5 for every month during which such neglect shall have
6 continued.




