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ing upon them, grant a hearing thereon to the said city

council at such time and phice as the board shall fix. The

state board of health shall act on said plans not later than

the fifteenth day of November in the year nineteen hun-

dred and eight. Any plans heretofore submitted to the Disposition of

state board of health by the public water board of the fore submitted,

city of Lynn, and approved by the state board of health

under the provisions of said chapter four hundred and

seventy-nine, are hereby recommitted to the said public

water board of the city of Lynn, but, except as said chap-

ter four hundred and seventy-nine is specifically modified

hereby, the city of Lynn shall proceed in accordance with

its provisions.

Section 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 11, 1908.

An Act to a.mend the charter of the city of glouces- /^7,^^ g1

1

TER.

Be it enacted, etc., as follors:

Section 1. The annual city election of the city of City elections

Gloucester shall be held on the Tuesday next following

the first Monday of December. Every special city elec-

tion shall be held on a Tuesday.

Section 2. The municipal year shall begin at ten Municipal

o'clock in the forenoon on the first Monday of January, ^^^^'

and shall continue until ten o'clock in the forenoon on the

first Monday of January next following.

Section 3. In the year nineteen hundred and eight Municipal

and annuallv thereafter there shall be elected at the annual school com-
*^

, • • mittcG g1gc~

city election of said city, a municipal council which shall tion, term,

consist of a mayor and four aldermen. There shall also

be elected at said annual city election in the year nine-

teen hundred and eight, three members of the school com-

mittee to serve for a term of three years, three members
to serve for a term of two years and three members to

serve for a term of one year, and at each annual city elec-

tion thereafter there shall be elected three members of the

school committee for the term of three years, so that the

school committee shall consist of nine members. Except
as aforesaid and as otherwise provided in this act, no city

ofiicers shall be elected at any city election. The above
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nicntionod officers shall be elected bv and from the quali-

fied voters of the city and may be residents of any part

thereof.

Section 4. At city elections, the person receiving the.

highest number of votes for an office shall be deemed and
declared elected to such office ; and if two or more persons

are to be elected to the same office, the several persons, to

the number to be chosen to such office, receiving the highest

number of votes, shall be deemed and declared to be

elected ; but persons receiving the same number of votes

shall not be deemed to be elected if thereby a greater

number would be elected than are by law to be chosen.

Section 5. Except as otherwise provided in this act,

the laws of the commonwealth governing annual city elec-

tions, special elections of city officers and s^x^cial elections

in cities shall, so far as they may be applicable, govern

such elections in said city.

Section 6. At ten o'clock in the forenoon on the first

Monday of January in the year nineteen hundred and

nine, the city council, board of mayor and aldermen, board

of aldermen and common council of said city shall be

abolished ; the terms of office which the present mayor,

aldermen, common councilmen, members of the school

committee and assistant assessors are now serving shall

terminate ; and, except as otherwise provided in this act,

all the present powers and duties of all or any, the mayor,

mayor and aldermen, aldermen, board of aldermen, city

council, common council, and common councilmen of said

city, under any general or special acts, shall devolve upon

and shall thereafter be exercised and ]ierformed by a

board, styled the municipal council, which shall consist

of the mayor and four aldermen elected under the provi-

sions of this act. The nuinicipal council shall be the judge

of the election of its own members.

Section 7. The mayor and the alderuuMi elected as

aforesaid shall meet at ten o'clock in the forciiDon on the

first ]\ronday of January of each year and shall severally

take oath before the city clerk or a justice of the peace to

perform faitlifully the duties of their respective offices.

The municipal council shall thereupon be organized by

the choice of a ])resident who shall be called the president

of the municipal council and shall hold his office during
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its pleasure. The president of the municipal council shall

be some member thereof other than the mayor. The or-

ganization of the municipal council shall take place as

aforesaid notwithstanding the absence, death, refusal to

serve, or non-election of the mayor or of one or more of

the four aldermen, provided that at least three of the per-

sons entitled to be members of the municipal council are

present and take the oath as aforesaid. Any person en-

titled to take the aforesaid oath who was not present at

the time above fixed therefor may take the same at any

time thereafter.

Section S. A majority of the members of the munic- Quorum,

ipal council shall constitute a quorum. Its meetings shall

be public, and the mayor, if present, shall preside and

shall have the right to vote. In the absence of the mayor,

the president of the municipal council shall preside, and

in the absence of both, a chairman pro tempore shall be

chosen. The city clerk shall be, ex officio, clerk of the

municipal council and shall keep the records of its pro-

ceedings. All votes of the members of the municipal coun-

cil shall be by yeas and nays, if any member so requests,

and shall be entered upon the records. The affirmative

votes of at least three members shall be necessary for the

passage of any order, ordinance, resolution or vote.

Section 9. The municii^al council shall not make or Appropna-
•, , .

,
. , . . tions, con-

pass any order, resolution or vote appropriating money, m tracts, etc.

excess of five hundred dollars, or making or authorizing

the making of any contract involving a liability on the

part of the city in excess of five hundred dollars, unless

the same is proposed in writing and remains on file in the

office of the city clerk at least one week before its passage,

except an order, resolution or vote for the immediate pres-

ervation of the public peace, health or safety, which con-

tains a statement of its urgency and is made or passed by
a four fifths vote.

Section 10. The municipal council shall annually, in Assistant

the month of January, at a time after ten o'clock in the efecUonfetc.

forenoon of the first Monday of that month, elect one

assistant assessor from the qualified voters of each ward
of the city. The assessors shall be sworn to the faithful

performance of their duties, shall have all the powers and
perform all the duties which the assistant assessors of said



722 Acts, 1908.— CiiAr. (311.

Statement of
receipts and
expenses to
be printed
monthly, etc.

Annual ex-
amination of
accoimts to be
made, etc.

Meetings of
municipal
council.

Powers, etc.

Mayor to
have no
power of
veto, etc.

Certain
ordinances,
etc., to take
effect at the

city HOW liavc and perfunii, and .'^hall liold their respoctivp

offices for the remainder of the municipal year in which
they are elected. The mnnicii)al council shall fix the com-

pensation of the assistant assessors, and may remove them
at any time for sufficient cause.

Section 11. The municipal council shall each month
print in pamphlet form a detailed, itemized statement of

all receipts and expenses of the city during the preceding

month, and shall furnish copies thereof to the public

library, to the daily newspapers published in said city,

and to persons who shall apply therefor at the office of

the city clerk. At the end of each nmnicipal year it shall

cause a full and complete examination of all books and
accounts of the city to be made by competent accountants,

and shall publish the result of such examination in the

manner above provided for publication of statements of

monthly receipts and expenditures.

Section 12. The municipal council shall fix suitable

times for its regular meetings. The mayor, the president

of the municipal council, or any two members thereof, may
at any time call a s])ecial meeting by causing a written

notice, stating the time of holding such meeting, and

signed by the person or persons calling the same, to bo

delivered in hand to each member, or left at his usual

dwelling place at least twenty-four hours before the time

of such meeting. Meetings of the municipal council may
also be held at any time when all the members are present

and consent thereto.

Section 13. Except as otherwise provided in this act

the municipal council shall have power, without the ap-

proval of the mayor, to do all things which tlie city coun-

cil, board of aldermen and common council, or any of

them, can now do with such ajiproval. Any notes, bonds

or scrip which said city is authorized to issue shall be

signed by its treasurer and countersigned by a majority

of its municipal council.

Section 14. The mayor shall have no power of veto,

and no order, ordinance, resolution or vote which the mu-
nicipal council shall make or pass shall be presented to

him for or shall re(]nire his a])])roval in order to be

etfective.

Section 15. When the municipal council shall make
or pass an ordinance, or an amendment or repeal of an
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ordinance, such ordinance, amendment or repeal shall, ex- expiration of

cept as otherwise provided in this act, take eliect at the
^'^ ^^^' ^

'^'

expiration of ten days after its making or passage: pro- Proviso.

vided, however, that, if there is a time therein specified

when it shall take effect and such time is more than ten

days after its making or passage, such ordinance, amend-

ment or repeal shall, except as otherwise provided in this

act, take effect at the time so specified therein.

Section 1G. When the voters make or pass an ordi- when certain

.

i ordinances

nance as provided in this act, such ordinance shall take ^^^jj^*'*'^''

effect and be in force at the time therein specified without

presentation to or approval by the mayor.

Section 17. No ordinance made or passed by the Ordinances not

municipal council or by the voters, as provided in this approval? etc.

act, shall require the approval of any court or of the

attorney-general, or shall be required to be published in

order to become effective.

Section 18. Such powders of nomination, appointment. Certain powers

confirmation and election for and t<j ofiice or position, of ercised'by

approval and consent to nominations and appointments, "ouncTL^

of removal or suspension from office and consent to re-

moval or suspension from ofiice as are now vested in all

or any, the mayor, mayor and aldermen, city council,

board of aldermen and common council, shall be exercised

by the municipal council by vote, and the mayor shall no

longer have power to make nominations or appointments

for or to ofiice, or removals or suspensions therefrom, but

shall have the same right to vote thereon as any other

member of the municipal council.

Section 19. For the municipal year nineteen hundred Salaries of,. -, •^ ^
• 111 1 ••! rnavor and

and nine and until otherwise ordered by the municipal aldermen,

council, the annual salary of the mayor shall be twelve

hundred dollars and the salary of each alderman shall be

one thousand dollars. These salaries may be changed by
any municipa] council, to take effect in the next municipal

year thereafter, but the amounts shall not exceed eighteen

hundred dollars for the salary of the mayor nor fifteen

hundred dollars for the salary of each alderman.

Section 20. No member of the municipal council shall. Members of,. -. p i-ii 1 ii-'ii -1 municipal
(luring the term lor which he was chosen, be eligible, either council not to

by appointment or by election of the municipal council, to other office,

any other office the salary of which is payable by the city,

or shall, during such term, hold any such other office.
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Section 21. The school committee of the city shall

consist of the mayor, ex officio, and the nine members of

the school committee elected in accordance with the provi-

sions of this act. Every vote of the school committee shall

he taken by yeas and nays, if any member so requests, and

its votes shall be entered on its records. Six of its mem-
bers shall constitute a quorum. The mayor, when present,

shall preside.

Section 22. ISTo site for a school building shall be ac-

quired by said city unless the approval of such site by

the school committee is first obtained. K^o plans for the

construction of, or alterations in, a school building shall

be accepted, and no work shall be begun in the construction

or alteration of a school building unless the approval of

the school committee therefor is first obtained. Nothing

herein contained shall require such approval for the mak-

ing of ordinary repairs.

Section 28. Upon the death, resignation or absence of

the mayor, or upon his inability to perform the duties of

his office, the president of the municipal council shall per-

form them, and if lie also is absent, or unable from any

cause to perform the said duties, they shall be performed

by such member of the municipal council as it may from

time to time elect, until the mayor or president of the

municipal council is able to perform the said duties, or

until the vacancy is filled as hereinafter provided. The

person upon whom such duties devolve shall be called

" Acting Mayor ", and, except as otherwise provided in

this act, shall possess the powers of mayor, but only in

matters not admitting of delay.

Section 24. If there is a vacancy, by failure to elect

or otherwise, in the municipal council, whether as to the

mayor or one or more aldermen, the council shall, by its

remaining members call a special city election to fill the

vacancy or vacancies for the unexpired term or terms, re-

spectively, except that if such vacancy or vacancies occur

less than six months prior to the annual city election, the

mnnicipal council shall, by its remaining members, fill such

vacancy or vacancies for the un('X])ir(Ml term or terms re-

spectively. A person elected to fill any such vacancy shall,

before entering upon the duties of liis office, take oath be-
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fore the city clerk or a justice of the peace faithfully to

perform the same.

Section 25. If there is a vacancy in the school com- Vacancy in
- „ .

.

, , . ,

.

. . , school com-
mittee by failure to elect or otherwise, the municipal coun- mittee.

cil and the remaining members of the school committee

shall meet in joint convention and elect a suitable person

to fill the vacancy for the unexpired term. The mayor, if

present, shall preside at such convention.

Section 26. The mayor shall be, ex officio, chairman Mayor to be
1 1 c ; 1 1 "^

T i» J? J.1 chairman, etc.,

and a member of the board of overseers of the poor. of board of

Section 27. If a petition, signed by a number of the uTIpoon''

voters of said city qualified to vote at city elections, equal Passing of
•J i 'J ' i ordinances

to at least twentv-five per cent of the aggregate number requested by
' 1

_

^o o petition.

of votes cast for candidates for mayor at the last preced-

ing annual city election at which a mayor was elected,

and requesting the municipal council to pass an ordinance

therein set forth or designated, shall be filed in the office

of the city clerk, the municipal council shall, provided

that the ordinance be one which the municipal council

shall, after this act takes effect, have a legal right to

pass:— (a) pass said ordinance without alteration, within

twenty days after the attachment of the city clerk's certifi-

cate of sufficiency to such petition; or (b) forthwith, after

the expiration of twenty days after the attachment of the

said certificate of sufficiency to the petition, call a special

election, unless an annual city election is fixed within

ninety days after the attachment of certificate of suffi-

ciency, and at such special election, or annual city election,

if one is so fixed, submit such ordinance without alteration

to the voters of the city qualified as aforesaid.

The votes upon such ordinance at an annual city elec- votes upon

tion or a special election shall be taken by ballot in answer nances t°o^

''

to the question, " Shall the ordinance (stating the nature be^^y ballot,

of the same) be passed ? " which shall be printed on the

ballots after the list of candidates, if there be any. If a

majority of the qualified voters voting on the proposed

ordinance shall vote in favor thereof, it shall thereupon

become a valid and binding ordinance of the city; and no
such ordinance passed as aforesaid by the municipal coun-

cil, upon petition as aforesaid, or which shall be adopted

as aforesaid at any such annual city election or special
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election, shall be repealed or amended except by the quali-

fied voters of the city at an annual city election. Any
number of ordinances requested by petition as aforesaid

may be voted upon at the same election, in accordance

with the provisions of this section, but there shall not be

more than one special election in any period of six months
for that jnirpose.

The municipal council may submit a pro])osition for the

repeal of any such ordinance, or for amendments thereof,

to be voted upon at any succeeding annual city election

;

and should such proposition so submitted receive a ma-
jority of the votes cast thereon at such election, the ordi-

nance shall thereby be repealed or amended accordingly.

The votes upon such repeal or amendment at an annual

city election shall be taken by ballot in answer to the

question, " Shall the ordinance (stating the nature of

the same) be repealed, or amended (stating the nature of

the amendment) ? " which shall be printed on the ballots

after the list of candidates. Whenever any such ordinance

or proposition is required by this act to be submitted at any

election as aforesaid, the city clerk shall cause the same

to be published once in each of the daily newspapers pub-

lished in said city; such publication to be not more than

twenty nor less than five days before the submission of

the ordinance or proposition to be voted on.

The signatures to a petition under the provisions of this

section need not all be appended to one paper, but each

signer shall add to his signature his place of residence,

giving the street and number, if there be any. One of the

signers of each paper shall make oath before an officer

competent to administer oaths, that the statements therein

made are true as he believes, and that each signature to

the paper appended is the genuine signature of the person

whoso name it purports to be. In each of such papers the

ordinance, the passage of which is requested, shall be set

forth or designated, and all such ]ia])ers tiled in any one day

in the office of the city clerk shall be deemed to be parts of

the same petition. Within ten days after the date of filing

such petition the city clerk shall, with the assistance of

the registrars of voters, examine the voting list and ascer-

tain whether or not said petition is signed by the requisite

number of qualified voters, and he shall attach to said
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petition his certificate showing the result of said examina-

tion. If by the clerk's certificate, the petition is shown to

be insufficient, it may within ten days days after the date

of said certificate, be amended by the ^petitioners. The
clerk shall, within ten days after such amendment, make
a like examination of the amended petition, and if his

certificate shall again show the amended petition to be in-

sufficient, it shall be returned to the person filing the

same ; without prejudice, however, to the filing of a new
petition to the same effect. An}' ordinance, passed under ordinance may

the provisions of this section by the municipal council penaUy.*^

upon petition, or by the voters, may prescribe such penalty

for its violation as the munici])al council, after this act

takes effect, shall have a right to affix to a like ordinance

for a breach thereof.

SECTioisr 28. If, during the ten days next following Protest against

the passage of an ordinance by the municipal council, a an^ordinance"

petition, signed by a number of the voters of said city, I'p^ai'cmmciT'^

qualified to vote at city elections, equal to at least twenty-
b'y pe^fti'Snf*

five per cent of the aggregate number of votes cast for ^*'^-

candidates for mayor at the last preceding annual city

election at which a mayor was elected, and protesting

against the passage of such ordinance, shall be filed in the

office of the city clerk, such ordinance shall be suspended
from going into operation, and it shall be the duty of the

municipal council to reconsider the same, and if it is not

entirely repealed, the municipal council shall submit it to

the qualified voters of the city, and the said ordinance

shall not go into effect or become operative unless a ma-
jority of the voters, qualified as aforesaid, voting on the

same shall vote in favor thereof. The votes u]X)n such
ordinance at an annual city election or at a special elec-

tion shall be taken by ballot in answer to the question,
" Shall the ordinance (stating the nature of the same)
take effect ? " which shall be printed on the ballots after

the list of candidates, if there be any.

Petitions under the provisions of this section may con- Petitions may
sist of one or more distinct papers. In each of such o?"more°dis°^

papers the ordinance, the passage of which is protested, ^'^^'^^
papers,

shall be set forth or designated, and all such papers filed

in any one day shall be deemed to be parts of the same
petition. Such petitions shall be signed, sworn to as to
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signatures, examined, re-examined, presented to the mu-
nicipal council, shall have the city clerk's certificate of

sufficiency or insufficiency attached thereto, and may be

supplemented in the same manner as petitions filed under
section twenty-seven.

Section 29. No vote of the municipal council grant-

ing an exclusive franchise of any description to any per-

son or corporation shall be valid unless the same shall be

approved by a vote of the qualified voters of the city,

voting at large in their respective precincts at the annual

municipal election. This section shall apply only to such

exclusive franchises, if any, as under any general or special

laws any municipal board or officers of said city may at

present be authorized to grant or bestow, and shall not be

construed or taken as authorizing the ffrant of anv exclu-

sive franchises unless now or hereafter authorized by law.

Section 30. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with

this act are hereby repealed: provided, however, that such

repeal shall not afi'eet any act done, or any right accruing

or accrued or established, or any suit or proceeding had
or begun in any civil case before the time when such repeal

takes effect, and that no offences committed and no penalty

or forfeitures incurred under the acts or j^arts of acts

hereby repealed shall be affected by such repeal ; and pro-

vided, also, that all persons who at the time said repeal

takes effect shall hold any office under said acts shall con-

tinue to hold the same according to the tenure thereof,

except as is otherwise provided herein, and provided, also,

that all by-laws and ordinances of the city of Gloucester

in force at the time when said repeal takes effect, and not

inconsistent with the ])rovisions of this act, shall continue

in force until the same are repealed or amended, and all

officers elected or appointed under such by-laws and ordi-

nances shall continue in office according to the tenure

thereof, except as is otherwise provided herein.

Section 31. The question of the acceptance of this act

shall be submitted to the qualified voters of the city of

Gloucester at the annual state election in the present year.

The vote shall be taken by bnllnt in accordance with the

provisions of chapter five hundrfnl and sixty of the acts of

the year nineteen hundred and seven, and of acts in amend-
ment thereof and in addition thereto, so far as the same
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shall be applicable, in answer to the question, " Shall an

act passed by the general court in the year nineteen hun-

dred and eight, entitled ' An Act to amend the charter of

the City of Gloucester/ be accepted ? " and the affirmative

votes of a majority voting thereon shall be required for its

acceptance. So much of this act as authorizes its submis- when to take

sion to the legal voters of the city shall take effect upon its
®'^^''*"

passage, but it shall not take further effect unless accepted

as herein prescribed. If so accepted, so much thereof as

relates to elections hereunder shall apply to the annual

municipal election. Approved June 11, 1908.

An Act to authorize the appointment of a second
(JJi^^j Q^l

ASSISTANT register OF DEEDS FOR THE COUNTY OF

SUFFOLK.

Be it enacted, etc., as folio irs:

Section 1. The register of deeds for the county of Second
.~ i-iini 1 1 • • 1

^issistant

Suffolk may, by a writing which shall be recorded m said register of
QG8cls countv

registry, designate one of the persons employed therein as of Suffolk.

second assistant register, which designation may be re-

voked at the pleasure of the register, by a writing to be

recorded in said registry. Any document or paper certi-

fied or attested by such second assistant register shall be

admissible in evidence as if certified or attested by the

register.

Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 11, 190S.

An Act to provide for the care of the insane of /"^/i/yjj (^IQ
THE city of boston BY THE COMMONWEALTH. ^

*

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The commonwealth, after the first day of insane of the

"I-. 1 • 1 • 1 1 1 1 • 1 1 11 1 '''*^' °f Boston
December m the year nineteen hundred and eight, shall, by to be cared for

the officers and boards authorized thereto, have the care, monweaith,

control and treatment of all insane persons who are now
cared for by the city of Boston, or by any board of officers

thereof, and the city of Boston shall not hereafter estab-

lish any asylum or other institution for the care of the

insane, or after said date maintain any such institution,

or be liable for the board, care, treatment or act of any
insane person.


