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TRUSTEES’ REPORT.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in Gen
eral Court assembled.

The trustees of the State Library make this their fifth an
nual report for the year ending Nov. 30, 1914, under the 
provisions of chapter 217 of the Acts of the year 1910.

The last few months have seen the resignation of two able 
trustees, whose loss will be keenly felt. Mr. Josiah H. Ben
ton felt compelled to sever his connection with the Board 
on March 5, 1914. Mr. Benton drew the bill by which the 
Board was reorganized, and "was an indefatigable and in
terested chairman at all of its meetings from the date of his 
appointment by Governor Draper in August, 1909. With 
a genius for library management, shown in his service as 
president of the Board of Trustees of the Boston Public 
Library, he brought rare qualities to bear upon the problems 
of the State Library. Under his wise leadership, with the 
co-operation of the librarian, the trustees defined the scope 
of the library, planned for its future development, and ac
complished much in placing the library on a practical work
ing basis, to meet the purpose for which it was created. To 
fill out the unexpired term of Mr. Benton, Mr. Prederic J. 
Stimson, well known as a lawyer and author, was selected, 
and gave promise of equally valuable service, as evidenced 
by his reappointment by Governor Walsh on June 24 for the 
full three-year term authorized by law. The designation of 
Mr. Stimson as ambassador of the United States to the Ar-
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gentine Republic, while most gratifying to his associates and 
the people of Massachusetts, is a distinct loss to this institu
tion. No successor to Mr. Stimson has been appointed.

Acting on the recommendations of the trustees, the General 
Court of 1914 (chapter 56 of the Resolves) authorized the 
expenditure by the Board of a sum not exceeding $3,000 for 
purchasing publications of foreign and American statute law 
and legislative records, to perfect, so far as may be prac
ticable, the collections of the State Library; a sum not ex
ceeding $2,000 for the repair and preservation of tax acts of 
the Commonwealth prior to the year 1850, and for the repaii 
and preservation of other rare and valuable laws and public 
documents; and a sum not exceeding $3,000 for making a 
card catalogue for public use. The appropriations for the 
purchase of statute law and legislative records, and for the 
repair of valuable laws and documents, met a long-felt want. 
The appropriation of $3,000, however, for making a modern 
public card catalogue, is wholly inadequate for the problem 
of cataloguing the 335,027 volumes and pamphlets now in 
the library. In his report for 1912 the librarian explained 
the need and importance of such a catalogue, and in his 
appended report he states what progress has been made and 
outlines the work to be done. A  suitable appropriation must 
be made, and the trustees recommend a sum of not less than 
$5,000 in order that they may carry forward this urgent 
work, which, in their judgment, does not fall within the 
ordinary expenses of the library.

The trustees, in noting the growth and activities of the 
library, the increased use made by State officials, legislators 
and the public, and the various problems of administration 
which the present staff of the library are unable to handle, 
urge the employment of additional trained assistants and rec
ommend an increase in the library’s appropriations for cleri
cal services. In making requests for money the trustees have 
kept in mind the necessity for genuine economy. Economy 
that cuts into needed expenditures is false economy. The 
appropriations asked for will add materially to the efficiency 
of the library in service and in making its treasures more 
accessible.
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The trustees commend the zeal, energy and resourceful
ness of the library staff in meeting the problems daily pre
sented.

The appended report of the librarian is interesting, and 
should be read by all those who have at heart the welfare of 
the library.

W IN F IE L D  S. SLOCUM, Chairman.
C A LV IN  COOLIDGE.
G RAFTO N  D. CUSHING.
ROBERT L. O’BRIEN .

Nov. 30, 1914.
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LIBRARIAN’S REPORT.

To the Board of Trustees.

The annual report of the State Librarian for the year end
ing Nov. 30, 1914, is herewith respectfully submitted.

L e g is l a t iv e  R e f e r e n c e  W o r k .

It is a satisfaction to report the continued and increased 
work carried on in the legislative reference rooms set apart 
for the use of State officials and members of the Legislature. 
With the present appropriations and staff the legislative ref
erence department has probably reached its maximum devel
opment. The establishment and growth of this department 
has been noted at length in the annual reports of the trustees 
and librarian. During the past year every effort has been 
made to strengthen the reference collections and to make the 
material more available. State officials and members of the 
Legislature have expressed repeatedly their pleasure at the 
department’s ability to meet problems and furnish required 
information. The following short list of questions, chosen 
at random from many hundreds, will indicate not only the 
nature of the material that can be supplied at brief notice, 
but the amount of research necessary to gather the data, and 
the work involved in cataloguing and preparing the same 
for use: —•

What boards, commissions and officials are appointed in 
Massachusetts by the Governor; under what legislative au
thority were they created; what are the terms of office of 
their members, and salaries ?

What States have passed workmen’s compensation acts? 
Furnish comparison of the acts, Governors’ messages relating 
to same, and reports of workmen’s compensation boards or 
commissions.

Is an election of officers on Sunday in a Massachusetts 
Jewish charitable society legal ?
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What is the popular name of the law that regulates the 
interstate shipment of liquors ?

What cities own municipal ice plants ?
What are the arguments in favor of public ownership of 

telephone and telegraph companies ?
How was provision made during the civil war for the vot- 

ing of soldiers in the field? How many States made pro
vision for such voting, and what was it ?

On what dates are the various city elections held in Massa
chusetts ?

What is the New York law on compulsory electrification 
of steam railroads out of New York City ? What law re
quires the use of hard coal for freight purposes in New York 
State ?

Submit for examination model town charters.
What laws exist relating to sweating systems ?
In what cities is the membership o f the common council 

limited, and what are the charter provisions relative to the 
same ?

What “  blue sky laws ”  are in effect in the several States ?
What has been the cost of past constitutional conventions ?
Where are there bill-drafting departments, and what legis

lative provision is there for the same ?
Who is the New York State or city official to be addressed 

in writing to ascertain the record of a birth in Brooklyn 
N. Y. ?

What is there to be said in favor of the unicameral legis
lative system ?

What are the various rules and procedure of the several 
Legislatures of the country ?

Is it advisable to furnish, free of charge, lunches for school 
children, or is it better to charge a nominal price for them ?

What is the city manager plan; where is it in use; does 
it add to efficiency and democracy in city government ?

The up-to-date ’ periodical card index, described in the 
libiaiian s report of last year, is a valuable tool to assist in 
the use of the numerous important periodicals received at 
the libraiy. The current events index ”  to the newspaper
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files, the field of which was noted in the librarian’s report 
for 1911, serves as a similar guide to the hound volumes and 
current issues of the principal Massachusetts daily and 
weekly newspapers. Occasionally, “  clippings ”  are filed 
with the material on a given subject in the legislative refer
ence rooms, hut neither a systematic gathering, of newspaper 
clippings or magazine articles can he undertaken, even if 
thought desirable, without more money and more room.

Hot infrequently, requests are made by members of the 
Legislature and by the general public for material outside 
the scope of the library’s collections. Eor the use of the 
Legislature this class of material is usually borrowed from 
some one of the great libraries of the city, in which the mem
bers have charter rights, or from the university libraries. 
Whenever possible, the general public is referred to the li
brary where the request will most likely be met. In their 
report for 1910 the trustees set forth their understanding of 
the scope of the library, for the purpose for which it was 
established by the General Court. Eor the convenience of 
the legislator and the public this statement will he found 
appended to this report; also, the statutory provisions grant
ing legislators rights in other libraries in this vicinity.

C o-o p e r a t iv e  L e g is l a t iv e  R e f e r e n c e  W o r k .

The first year’s work of the Public Affairs Information 
Service met with such success that the H. W. Wilson Com
pany of White Plains, H. Y ., has been induced by the co- 
operators to take over the service for further development. 
The service attempts to cover systematically the following- 
sources of public affairs information: —

State legislative studies and investigations, and special 
reports on State problems.

Studies and investigations by municipal and civic bodies, 
including special reports on city problems.

Court decisions, touching the constitutionality of any law 
or ordinance.

Proceedings, reports and special studies of international, 
national, State and municipal organizations, especially mu
nicipal leagues.
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Civic and social organizations and ba.r associations.
The work of legislative and municipal reference bureaus 

and other similar institutions, whether published or in type
written form.

Important legislation enacted in the States and cities.
Miscellaneous sources yielding material of significant 

value in movements relating to public affairs.

Most of the large reference libraries of the country, State 
and municipal, including the Massachusetts State Library, 
are subscribers, and this library does its share in supplying 
information for the printed bulletins.

The weekly numbers are to be cumulated bimonthly, and 
each bimonthly bulletin is to be fully cumulated from the 
beginning of the volume to the date of issue. The last num
ber of the year will constitute the annual number or volume. 
This co-operative reference work will save a vast amount of 
duplication of effort by reference workers, and will make it 
possible to keep well in toiich with the many social and 
political changes and experiments taking place in America.

C a b i> C a t a l o g u e .

The need for a modern public card catalogue of the 
books and pamphlets in the State Library has been urged 
annually since 1909 by the trustees and librarian. Chapter 
56 of the Resolves o f 1914 authorized the expenditure of 
$3,000 towards such an undertaking. At the direction of 
the Board of Trustees the librarian engaged Mrs. Frances 
Rathbone Coe of Belmont to take charge of the new cat
aloguing on October 1. Mrs. Coe is well qualified to super
intend, this important technical work. She is a graduate of 
the Pratt Institute School of Library Science; has had nine 
years’ experience, the last four as head of the open-shelf 
department, on the staff of the Buffalo Public Library; has 
served a year and a half as head of the circulating depart
ment of the Newark, N. J., Free Public Library; for five 
years was librarian of the East Orange, N. J., Free Public 
Library, where she developed and organized catalogue work, 
applying all the modern devices and short cuts in methods to
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accomplish the needed speed and efficiency; for two summers 
she was an instructor in the Chautauqua Summer Library 
School; and for two more years was conductor of the class 
in library training of the Maine Library Commission. She 
has been an instructor for two years in the Simmons College 
Department of Library Science, where among other duties 
she has had charge of the actual cataloguing of the college 
library and the revision of the seniors’ practice work. From 
Simmons College Mrs. Coe went to the Somerville Public 
Library to take charge of the recataloguing of its collections, 
to revise the work of the new cataloguing, to organize and 
administer the catalogue department and to train the staff 
in the work. After a year and a half the position developed 
last April into a permanent one known as “  head of the cat
alogue department and supervisor of adult circulation,”  and 
it was only through the courtesy of the trustees of the Somer
ville Public Library that she was released in order to become 
head of the cataloguing department of the State Library.

At present Mrs. Coe has the help of three typewriting and 
cataloguing assistants, who have had from two to five years’ 
experience in the Harvard College Library during the re
construction of its catalogue. These assistants have type
written the slip catalogue of the law collection completed by 
Mr. Charles J. Babbitt shortly before his death. This type
writing work has enabled decisions to be reached on forms 
and arrangement of cards and most of the mechanical points 
relating to the building up of the card catalogue. These 
decisions may be enumerated as follows: —-

1. Have a unit form o f card, and thus be in accord with the 
printed cards of the Library of Congress.

2. Use Library of Congress printed cards whenever they accu
rately describe the book in this library and whenever the title is not 
so long as to be confusing. In all other cases reduce the title and 
typewrite the cards.

3. Follow Harvard College Library rules for capitalization when
ever Library of Congress customs cannot be followed.

4. Follow Library o f Congress form o f name entry in English, 
but use the Anglicized form rather than the vernacular when foreign 
names are well known.
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5. Use the Library o f Congress subject headings, with variation 
to the American Library Association list when wise; and for law, 
the subject headings used in the Harvard University Law Library, 
the Social Law Library, and the list o f the West Publishing Com
pany.

In the two months, October 1 to November 30, over 6,000 
■ cards have been typewritten by one assistant and revised by 
another. These represent 1,344 hooks, for which the cards 
have been made; 1,250 guide cards have been prepared and 
ordered with celluloid protection; and 423 cross-reference 
cards have been typewritten and duplicated for the public 
catalogue and official file. These catalogue cards have also 
been sorted, alphabeted and filed with proper guides, and as 
a result the author list of the law catalogue from “  A  ” 
through “  C ”  is now available for use.

Owing to lack of funds, the filing of the Library of Con
gress depository set of catalogue cards was nearly a year 
behind. As this set is to be consulted in the ordering of 
Library of Congress cards when hooks are recatalogued, and 
as the price is less i f  ordered by the serial number found 
on the card, it seemed wise to have this card filing brought 
up to date. One of the new assistants was therefore set at 
this work, with another assistant as alternate, that, through 
variety of work, accuracy and speed might be assured. Qn 
an average, 5,000 cards have been filed per week, and it is 
expected that in seven more weeks the filing will be- com
pleted to date.

The filing of the Library of Congress cards aided in mak
ing necessary decisions as to card filing rules for the new 
catalogue. The decisions were reached through a conference 
with Miss Grace Hill, an instructor in card filing in the 
Simmons College Department of Library Science, Mrs. Hop
kins, the first assistant in the State Library, and Mrs. Coe. 
The authorities consulted were the “  Cutter Rules for a Dic
tionary Catalogue,”  used in nearly all libraries throughout 
the United States, the modifications of these rules used bv 
the New York State Library for its new catalogue, and the 
Harvard College Library filing rules. The decisions may 
be summarized as follows: —•
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Use the New York State Library code in most instances, with the 
Harvard modifications for arrangement under cities, and apply the 
same to States.

Have uniform rules for filing the Library o f Congress depository 
set of cards and those in the new catalogue.

Nearly the whole time of one assistant has been taken to 
prepare the tools needed for convenient speed in recat
aloguing when the whole regular staff undertakes the work 
on December 1.

The subject headings indicated in the slip law catalogue 
were all typewritten on cards. These headings were then 
compared by the reviser with the Library of Congress list of 
subject headings. Certain changes were made for the sake 
of uniformity, and every suggested cross-reference the list 
of cards warranted was noted and later typewritten. This 
has started an authoritative list of subject headings on which 
is indicated those to be used in the law subject catalogue, 
those that may be used in both catalogues and those to be 
used only in the dictionary catalogue. The records of 
changes in headings sent from Washington are still being- 
interlined in the official copies, so that but one tool need be 
consulted when work is begun.

Three copies of the “  Dewey Decimal Classification ”  
have been checked and annotated, after the whole staff had 
reached decisions, so that the classification may be rightly 
interpreted for this library’s requirements. Many other 
lines of such machinery have been prepared in order that 
the work may run smoothly and without delays when it is 
started.

All of this preparation has been accomplished through con
stant conferences with the librarian, and through the very 
generous and courteous letters and interest of Mr. T. Frank
lin Currier, assistant librarian of the Harvard College Li
brary and head of its catalogue department; Mr. William 
Warner Bishop, superintendent of the reading room of the 
Library of Congress; and Mr. James I. Wyer, Jr., director 
of the New York State Library.

While the above lines of work were progressing, in order 
that classification and cataloguing by the new plans might
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be started on December 1, conferences have been held with 
the State Library staff twice a week, after hours, to reach 
decisions in other fields of the cataloguing problems. The 
results briefly stated are these: —

1. There is to be a dictionary catalogue giving authors, titles, 
analytics and subjects in one alphabet, with a separate law subject 
catalogue.

2. Classifications have been adopted as follows: —-
(a) The law collection will be classified very simply, using the 

scheme given on pages 50 and 51 of Kaiser’s “  Law, Legislative and 
Municipal Reference Libraries.”  This is uniform with the New 
York State Library in the decisions made since the fire of 1911.

(b) The collected set of United States documents will be arranged 
by serial number, and the departmental sets arranged as in edition 
three of the “  Checklist of United States Public Documents.”  They 
will thus be uniform with the collection in the Documents Library 
at Washington, and with most other depository libraries.

(c) State and city documents will be arranged alphabetically by 
States, then by cities under States: the collected edition first in a 
chronologic order, and the department edition alphabetically by 
departments and chronologic under each department.

(d) General periodicals will be arranged alphabetically by the 
title as currently published, and only Law and a few other period
icals will be placed with the subject.

(e ) Individual biography will be arranged in alphabetic order by 
the subject of the biography. This will gather together all the lives 
of one individual, i.e., lives of Lincoln under “  L,” and these will 
then be alphabeted by author.

( / )  Aside from the above exceptions, the “  Dewey Decimal Classi
fication,”  eighth edition, will be used throughout the library for the 
following reasons: —-

Because per se it seems as well adapted to our needs and condi
tions as the Library of Congress or the Cutter expansive classifica
tions, the only others in sufficient practice to require consideration. 
Because the “  Dewey Decimal Classification,”  i f  intelligently used, 
will result in shorter class marks than the Library of Congress 
classification. Because it is the only classification generally accepted 
throughout the United States, and has been adopted by two-thirds of 
the catalogued libraries in Massachusetts, and to some extent abroad. 
Any system universally current, or tending to become so, is for 
these reasons by far the most serviceable. The State Library will 
be used with greater ease and freedom if legislators, librarians and 
the general public find a classification with which they are already
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more or less familiar. Some of the Dewey classes will have to be 
expanded, and some groups like those for biography or fiction will 
be eliminated, while others like history and travel will be combined. 
Any classification must be adapted to the special needs of the library.

(g ) Pamphlets will be placed with books on the same subject.
(h) Bibliographies will be placed with books on the same subject.
(i) All current pamphlets of only ephemeral value, but useful in 

the legislative reference department, will be stamped with the li
brary’s stamp and filed in the vertical file by subject, without col
lating, accessioning or cataloguing, but a count will be kept of the 
same. This would render them immediately accessible, but would 
free the time needed for their full recording for more lasting pur
poses.

3. To supplement the card catalogue and complete the necessary 
records and cross-references, the aim has been to give information 
on but one record as far as compatible with this complete interrela
tion, and to use the tools and records in existence as far as possible. 
Therefore, the four accession books, which have briefly classified and 
recorded in blocks or groups by date the additions o f the past two 
years, will be continued. In order that the present card cabinets 
may serve, a shelf-list card o f index size will repeat the accession 
date, instead of an accession number, as a key to the accession books, 
and give the usual brief shelf-list record, having an added entry 
on the card each time a new date in the accession book is recorded, 
but giving in inclusive form the total volumes of a set or continu
ation received on this date. The call-number by which this card is 
filed will lead to the book, and the author and title entry upon it 
will connect it with the card catalogue. Prior to the last two years 
all o f the information now divided between the accession books and 
the shelf-list was given upon the author card. Therefore, this card 
will have the new call-number added to it, will have its author head
ing made uniform with present decisions, and will become the li
brary shelf-list. These cards exist back to 1881. Prior to this date 
there is a printed catalogue and no other record, except data entered 
in the books themselves, and a total of additions by years recorded 
in the annual reports. In place, accordingly, of any other record, 
a shelf-list card will ultimately be made in the brief form mentioned 
above.

4. Current additions to the library shall, as in the past, receive 
first attention. Any spare time after these books are catalogued 
will he devoted, first, to recataloguing the books in the legislative 
reference department and, next, to like classes of books in the book- 
stacks, chiefly political and social science. At the same time the 
reeataloguing of periodicals and o f federal documents wull be under
taken by the persons in c-harge of those departments.
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As the staff has been more than busy in the past with the 
normal additions of hooks and with reference work, which 
is constantly increasing, the progress of this recataloguing, 
until more cataloguers can be afforded, will be only in pro
portion to the amount of time taken in the past to write out 
clearly in full catalogue cards of current accessions. This 
time saved by either ordering Library of Congress printed 
cards, or having less expensive persons typewrite them, can 
be devoted entirely to determining and indicating the classi
fication of a book, its points to be brought out, and its sub
ject headings and cross-references. It is evident that if this 
recataloguing is to reach proportions that make its conven
iences felt by users of the library, a catalogue appropriation 
to take advantage of the organization of the work as above 
outlined is imperative.

The report of the librarian for 1912 pointed out the value 
of a public card catalogue with author, subject and analytic 
entries, and outlined the necessary steps in order to make 
a book and its contents accessible. A  modern catalogue suited 
to the particular needs of the State Library will do more 
than anything else to render its 335,027 volumes and pam
phlets accessible and of use to the investigator.

G if t s  a n d  E x c h a n g e s .

At the end of this report will be found a table giving the 
number of volumes and pamphlets added to the library dur
ing the fiscal year. The most noticeable feature of this table 
is the amount of material received either by gift or through 
foreign or domestic exchange. The library received 2,353 
items by gift and 7,180 by exchange. The most significant 
gift of the year consists of a collection of books and pam
phlets relating to Charlestown and Bunker Hill, bequeathed 
to the library by the late James E. Hunnewell and accepted 
by vote of the trustees on April 14, 1914. At the present 
time 1,440 items, comprising the major part of the collection, 
have been turned over to the keeping of the library. In a 
broad sense the collection represents the literature of Charles
town. It is made up of works by founders of the town whose 
residence in it was not long, printed works and memorials
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of inhabitants, works relating to Charlestown both as town 
and city, including addresses and sermons delivered in it, 
and finally the history and literature of Bunker Hill. The 
collection is a notable one, and enriches the library’s accumu
lation of Massachusetts and Hew England historical ma
terial. So long as the hook appropriation of the library is 
so limited that it is impossible to make a careful and sys
tematic search for material within the library’s scope, the 
trustees and librarian must depend upon gifts from friends 
interested in the upbuilding and preservation of those collec
tions in which the State Library is so strong.

H e e d s  o e  t h e  L ib k a b y .

Attention was called in last year’s report to certain things 
that cannot he accomplished in furthering the work of the 
State Library without more money. The limited staff does 
not permit the making of a systematic search for material 
lacking in the library’s collection of statute law, material 
growing each year more scarce and costly. It is particularly 
desirable that the various sets he kept up and the gaps filled, 
since this library is the only one available to the public in 
Hew England containing so complete a collection of Amer
ican and foreign statute law.

The assistants have been unable to care for much of the 
desirable pamphlet matter received at the library, or to re
arrange the catalogued material for greater convenience of 
access. The assistants have been unable to take care of the 
collection of Massachusetts historical clippings for the past 
five years. Attention was especially called in last year’s 
report to this valuable, hut now unavailable, source of per
sonal and historical information. The assistants have been 
unable to give time to the preparation of material for the 
binder, other than the current periodical accessions and the 
most used reports, statutes and documents. The assistants 
have been unable to prepare want lists of material to fill in 
the collections of other States, territories and countries, or 
to list the library’s duplicate material for exchange purposes 
with other libraries.

Each member of the library staff is now carrying all the
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work that can possibly be expected, and unless additional 
assistants can be engaged, certain important work of the 
library must fall in arrears. Loyalty to the library has re
sulted in the physical breakdown of two valued assistants: 
one withdrew from the service of the library, and the other, 
by vote of the trustees, was granted a year’s leave of absence. 
New assistants in their places, although trained and willing, 
have necessarily increased the duties of the other members 
of the staff, and it is, therefore, an especial gratification to 
commend the co-operation and interest of every member of 
the library force.

In conclusion the librarian feels that he sums up the whole 
situation in quoting from the report of the trustees of last 
year: “  It is obvious that the library cannot stand still. It 
cannot simply mark time. Its appropriations must be in
creased, and its work increased, or it will surely fall behind. 
There is no such thing as a stationary efficient library of 
any hind.”

A d d it io n 's .

Number of Volumes added to the Library from Dec. 1, 1913, to
Nov. 30, 1914.

purchase . . . . . . . . 1,350
domestic exchange . . . . . . 2,327
foreign exchange . . . . . 465
donation . . . . . . . 611
officers of government . . . . 479

5,232

590 
3,207 

246 
1,742 

456

6,241

M a p s .............................................. ......... 5

CHARLES F. D. BELDEN,
Librarian.

Pamphlets.
By p u r c h a s e .....................................

domestic exchange 
foreign exchange
d o n a t i o n .....................................
officers of government

Nov. 30, 1914.



T a b le  of A ccession s . 

Books.

1901. 1902. 1903. 1904. 1905. 1906. 1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 1914.

By purchase 1,989 2,252 2,263 2,324 2,315 2,562 2,376 2,232 2,136 3,756 1,475 1,759 1,518 1,350
domestic exchange 759 569 774 528 769 637 615 683 771 949 1,216 944 1,868 2,327
foreign exchange . 44 66 51 70 57 59 55 60 42 163 28 15 444 465
donation 1,749 1,346 1,308 1,565 1,368 1,756 1,276 1,486 1,670 2,246 1,641 2,125 750 611
officers of government . 238 162 282 267 151 188 132 193 167 273 866 548 362 475

Totals 4,779 4,395 4,678 4,754 4,660 5,202 4,454 4,654 4,786 7,387 5,226 5,391 4,942 5,232

Pamphlets.

By purchase 301 343 510 364 309 215 272 231 217 488 632 527 486 590
domestic exchange 388 139 363 210 339 261 362 207 359 562 936 502 2,939 3,207
foreign exchange . 31 12 5 5 7 69 12 21 10 123 - 3 575 246
donation 3,301 3,403 2,764 2,629 3,078 3,524 3,322 3,867 3,116 6,141 4,797 3,478 1,211 1,742
officers of government . 395 272 174 157 160 236 169 271 181 336 834 612 304 456

Totals 4,416 4,169 3,816 3,365 3,893 4,305 4,137 4,597 3,883 7,650 7,199 5,122 5,515 6,241
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

Dk . C ommonwealth of M assachusetts in  A ccount with  State L ibrary, 1913-14. Cr .

1913.
Dec. 1 to 
Nov. 30,

Salaries of librarian and first assistant.............................
Salary of legislative reference assistant . . . .

$5,000 00 
1,750 00

Amount drawn from appropriations of $15,010, for salaries 
of librarian and clerical assistants............................. $15,009 90

1914. Salaries of nine assistants........................................... 6,960 00
Salary of stack cu s to d ia n ........................................... 780 00
Payment for three temporary assistants . . . . 519 90

$15,009 90
Purchase of books............................. .......
Binding . . . . . . . . . . .

$7,767 03 
1,915 50

Amount drawn from appropriation of $10,000, for books, 
binding, cataloguing and indexing............................. 9,999 73

Cataloguing and in d e x in g ............................................ 317 20
9,999 73

Annual report for 1 9 1 2 -1 3 ............................................
Incidental expenses, including expressage, postage, sta

tionery, supplies, etc. . . . . . . . .

$94 65 

2,190 49
2,285 14 

190 00 
972 55 
198 90

Amount drawn from appropriation of $2,500, for incidental 
expenses, including printing of annual report 2,285 14

Card catalogue for public u s e ....................................
Foreign and American legislative material . . . .  
Repair and preservation of rare public documents

Resolves, 1914, chapter 56: —
Amount drawn from special appropriation of $3,000, for 

making a card catalogue for public use . . . .
Amount drawn from special appropriation of $3,000, for 

purchasing foreign and American legislative material
Amount drawn from special appropriation of $2,000, for re

pair and preservation of Massachusetts tax acts prior to 
1850, and of other rare public documents

190 00 
972 55

198 90
Total........................................................................ $28,656 22 T o t a l ................................................................. $28,656 22
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STATE LIBRARY. [Dec.22

STATE LIBRARY OF MASSACHUSETTS.

T h e  S c o p e  o f  t h e  L ib r a r y .

The Board of Trustees of the State Library, in their an
nual report for 1910, set forth their understanding of the 
scope of the library, for the purpose for which it was estab
lished by the General Court, as follows: — ■

1. Statutes and Reports. —  The library should possess the 
laws and the judicial decisions of the United States, the 
several States and territories; the laws and the judicial de
cisions of Great Britain and her colonies and dependencies; 
and the statute law, at least, of all the other countries of the 
civilized world. Digests, revisions and compilations of the 
laws and reports naturally have their place with this collec
tion, as also the journals and debates of the constitutional 
conventions. The library’s collection in this line to-day is 
unique. It should be kept strictly up to date, and gaps and 
deficiencies supplied whenever opportunity offers.

2. Public Records. •—• The library should contain the con
gressional and public documents of the United States and of 
the several States; the parliamentary reports, i.e., the ses
sional papers of Great Britain and selected departmental 
reports of her colonies and dependencies. The library pos
sesses most of these. The public records and the legislative 
journals of the larger foreign countries also have their legit
imate place in such a collection; the library possesses a lim
ited number of the foreign journals. Every effort should be 
made to perfect these public records where incomplete, and 
they should be continued as issued.

3. New England. —  The library has a large collection of 
material relating to Hew England, and especially to Massa
chusetts as colony, province and commonwealth. This ma
terial includes history, biography, genealogy, town reports, 
maps and newspapers. All possible additions should be made
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to this collection so far as items relating to Massachusetts 
are concerned, and a careful selection of material relating 
to the other New England States should he included as far as 
practicable within a reasonable limit of expense.

4. Miscellaneous. —  The collection under this head should 
make provision for special limited libraries for each depart
ment of government, executive, judicial and legislative; not 
every hook published, of course, relating to the subjects 
which might be of conceivable service, but a carefully made 
selection. 1'n addition to the statute and law reports, there 
should be at the service of the Attorney-General’s office, as 
well as for the General Court, a carefully chosen library of 
the standard and universally u,sed legal textbooks and law 
periodicals. The executive, legislative and other State de
partments, and the various hoards, commissions and com
mittees, should find in the library a fair selection of the 
latest and best material relating to government, and to social 
and political science; the standard works on finance, tax
ation and hanking; books relating to agriculture and horti
culture; collections relating to pedagogy and education; the 
literature o f penology, charities, social reform, State indus
tries, civic development and betterment; the standard his
tories ; books relating to the social and political development 
of other States and countries; publications of historical so
cieties of national standing ; political biographies ; and the 
important standard periodicals. The class of books known 
as “  works of reference ”  should be complete, including en
cyclopaedias, dictionaries, gazetteers, atlases and the various 
indexes and guides to the use of books in the fields of State 
and political activity above indicated.

The fourth annual report of the trustees for the fiscal year 
ending Nov. 30, 1913, contains a brief account of the history 
and development of the State Library. In the appendix to 
the same report will be found the statutory history of the 
library. See also pages 286 and 287 of the report prepared 
by the Commission on Economy and Efficiency, published 
November, 1914, entitled “  Functions, organization and ad
ministration of the departments in the executive branch of 
the State government,”
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P r iv il e g e s  oe  S t a t e  O f f ic ia l s  a n d  L e g is l a t o r s  in  
o t h e r  L ib r a r ie s .

Massachusetts Historical Society. —  Section 6 of the act 
of Feb. 19, 1794, incorporating the Massachusetts Historical 
Society, provides that “  either branch of the legislature shall 
and may have free access to the library and museum of said 
society.”

Boston Athenaeum. —• Section 5 of the act of Feb. 13,
1807, incorporating the Proprietors of the Boston Athenaeum, 
provides that “ the governor, the lieutenant-governor, the 
members of the council, of the senate and of the house of 
representatives, for the time being, shall have free access to 
the library of the said corporation, and may visit and con
sult the same at all times, under the same regulations as may 
he provided by the by-laws of said corporation for the pro
prietors thereof.”

Social Law Library. —  Section 5 of the act of Oct. 21, 
1814, incorporating the Proprietors of the Social Law L i
brary, provides that “  the governor, lieutenant-governor, and 
the members of the council of this commonwealth, at all 
times, and the members of the senate, and house of repre
sentatives, during any session of the general court, shall have 
free access to, and the full and entire use and enjoyment of 
the said library, and all the privileges and advantages 
thereof, free of expense, under the same regulations as may 
be provided by the by-laws of the said corporation, for the 
proprietors thereof.”

Boston Public Library. —  Section 1 of the act of April 22, 
1880, in relation to the public library of the city of Boston, 
in Copley Square, provides that “  all the citizens of the com
monwealth shall have the perpetual right of access thereto, 
free of charge.”

By arrangement with these libraries and the university 
libraries in Cambridge, an interchange of loans is possible, 
making the number of books available for the use of the State 
officers and the Legislature of Massachusetts one of the 
largest in the world.
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