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TRUSTEES’ REPORT.

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled.

The trustees of the State Library make this their eleventh 
annual report for the year ending Nov. 30, 1920, under the 
provisions of chapter 217 of the Acts of the year 1910.

In June of this year Nathan Matthews, chairman of the 
Board, was reappointed a trustee for three years.

Mr. Redstone’s nearly two years as librarian have been 
of energetic and highly intelligent usefulness. Librarians 
are no longer blinking inhabitants of the stacks, without 
knowledge of the larger relations of books to the workaday 
world. Most librarians of to-day are modern. But Mr. 
Redstone is unusually alive to certain modern needs of the 
State Library.

The trustees approve in general the measures which Mr. 
Redstone urges, and of which the details are to be found in 
his report. They wish to give the whole weight of their 
support to one measure in particular.

The trustees desire to renew their suggestion that more 
space is absolutely necessary before the State Library can 
do the work which is expected of it, or even be of as much 
service to members of the Legislature and other persons 
seeking the information which is contained in public docu
ments as it was some years ago before the conversion of 
the main room into a law library for the benefit of students 
of certain law schools.

The main function of this library, as we look at it, is to 
provide, for the benefit of members of the Legislature, State 
officials, lawyers and students of public affairs, that infor-
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mation which is only to be found in public reports, State, 
local and Federal. The State Library specializes in this 
branch of public literature, and other libraries do not. Con
sequently this is the only place in the State where full in
formation respecting these matters is sought. Every effort 
should, therefore, be made to increase the collections of this 
character, and to see that they are arranged and kept in 
the most convenient manner for consultation. This cannot 
be done without casting out the law library which now fills 
the main room, — a course which we do not recommend, —• 
or securing additional space. The latter alternative, which 
seems the only practical one, presents, therefore, a pressing 
need, and we urge the Legislature to give the matter its 
immediate and favorable attention.

NATHAN MATTHEWS, Chairman.
C. T. COPELAND.
JOSEPH E. W ARNER.
EDW IN HOLT HUGHES. 
e d w i n  t . M c k n i g h t .
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LIBRARIAN’S REPORT.

To the Board of Trustees.
The annual report of the State Librarian for the year 

ending Nov. 30, 1920, is herewith respectfully submitted.

Legislative Reference W ork.
It is a satisfaction to note the continued and increased 

work carried on in the legislative reference rooms. During 
the past year, in order to make these rooms more accessible 
to the members of the General Court, a doorway has been 
cut through to the writing room of the House of Repre
sentatives, and we hope that no member will not know of 
the existence of the State Library. The library, through its 
Legislative Reference Department, collects and prepares for 
use material relating to legislation, past or prospective, and 
makes available for instant reference such other information 
as may be helpful or necessary to the Legislature and public 
officials. The department is a part of the State Library, 
and has at its disposal the law collection, with laws and 
reports of each State; the general reference collection, with 
the latest book on every subject; the United States col
lection, with the publications of all the Federal departments; 
the periodical collection, with its newspapers and magazines; 
the genealogy collection, with its family histories and sta
tistics; and the Massachusetts collection, with its histories, 
town and city reports, State department reports, directories 
and legislative proceedings.

It is expected that each member of the Legislature will 
not only make use of the material prepared for his special 
help during the session, but that he will realize that the 
library has resources which would be helpful to him at all 
times. The State Library, as always, stands for service.
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Government D ocuments.
The activities of the many government bureaus estab

lished during the period of the war have caused a great 
amount of research work and much correspondence, in order 
to procure such publications as could be obtained only by 
a special request.

This material, if carefully catalogued and analyzed, con
tains much valuable information on a variety of subjects, 
and the number of people seeking information along these 
lines seems to be constantly increasing. Quite frequently 
patrons have been referred to this library from some of the 
other libraries in the city because of the fact that it is a 
depository for government publications, and so is expected 
to produce almost anything which the government printing 
office has put out. This the library has usually been able 
to do by use of its catalogue, or by means of the indexes 
and catalogues which the government publishes. But with 
its present small staff it cannot increase the amount of work 
now being done. With extra assistants the library could 
continue this service expected of it, and increase the use
fulness of its document collection.

Additional A ccommodations.
Chapter 22 of the Resolves of 1920 provides for an in

vestigation relative to the construction of a new building 
for the State Library, the Supreme Judicial Court and the 
Department of Education. The librarian was appointed a 
member of this commission. The commission have held 
several meetings and have come to the conclusion that it 
is imperative that the General Court take careful consider
ation of the report of the commission in providing an ap
propriation adequate to secure a site and plans for a build
ing to house these departments. It would be a shame for 
Massachusetts to continue to function the activities of these 
departments in the quarters now provided for their use, and 
in which the library has been located since 1895. I cannot 
urge too strongly the enactment of the proposed act of the 
commission.
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Presebvation op W ar R ecords.
An appropriation of $5,000 was made by the General 

Court for “ the collection and preservation by the State 
Library of certain Massachusetts records of the world war.”  
Contact with authoritative statements, as given in the first
hand records of the war, forces upon their user the reali
zation that newspaper accounts were very restricted and 
consequently somewhat misleading. The amount published 
to stress some special phase of the war or its activities, and 
the many sources — societies, organizations and commmit- 
tees —  whence it comes, impresses the collector. In spite of 
this, requests to Massachusetts cities and towns for printed 
war records have shown that many times the request first 
accented the importance of collecting and preserving these 
historical data; that sometimes returned soldiers themselves 
were indifferent about their share in completing the records; 
but that nearly always some one was aware of the value 
and importance of such records, and undertook the work. 
Many cities and towns have published very complete records 
in their annual report, or in separate form. In common 
with other libraries throughout the country, the local side 
has been accented. This library, therefore, is gathering 
printed accounts of military units or divisions which in
cluded a large proportion of New England men, local war 
records, and accounts of the local activities of Massachu
setts committees on public safety. The sawmill units were 
distinctively a New England idea and contribution, and 
their efficiency was proved when located in the Scottish 
forests. Reports of the adjutant-generals are being gathered 
from every State in the Union, as are the reports of the 
State Councils of Defense. Biographies of leading states
men and military men of all the warring countries are pur
chased as published, with much of what has so far appeared 
of war science and tactics, and details of the campaigns. 
The subject is further enriched by United States govern
ment documents. Then, too, many . British government re
ports, known as British blue books, give first-hand infor
mation of investigations by committees into labor troubles,
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food supplies and resources, coast defences, air service, 
espionage, atrocities in Belgium, treatment of war prisoners 
by Germany, etc. The collection, strictly limited to the 
lines on which this library specializes, is already becoming 
rich and of marked interest. Yet important publications 
are just in their beginning. The related subjects of re
construction, economic co-operation, international law, the 
League of Nations, treaties and diplomacy are also receiving 
attention. Useful for reference is a series of peace hand
books prepared for the Paris Peace Conference by the his
torical department of the Great Britain Foreign Office. 
These furnish concise information concerning the history 
and present status of each country or political unit con
cerned in the war. The cataloguing of all of this European 
war material is now up to date.

Catalogue D epartment.
About the usual amount of current cataloguing of gov

ernment publications has been accomplished, and some re
cataloguing, such as the War Department annual reports, 
Army Register, Navy Register, Statistical Abstract, Reg
ister of the Department of Justice. In addition to the 
regular depository shipment of government publications, 
sent to this library each month from the office of the Su
perintendent of Documents at Washington, it has added to 
its collection many of the congressional hearings which can 
be obtained only on application to some congressman. 
Some of the subjects received are as follows: homes for 
soldiers; establishment of military justice; purchase of Cape 
Cod Canal; State anti-gambling laws; brewing and liquor 
interests and German and Bolshevik propaganda; proposed 
changes in naturalization laws; social and industrial con
ditions in the United States; soldiers’ adjusted compensa
tion. Other government publications of interest are the 
final report of John J. Pershing, Commander-in-Chief of 
the American Expeditionary Forces, 1919; complete set of 
the intelligence publications of the American Expeditionary 
Forces, consisting of “ Summary of Intelligence,”  “ Sum
mary of Information,”  “ Summary of Air Information,”
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“ Press Review;”  Report of the Anthracite Coal Commis
sion, 1920; majority and minority reports of the Bitumi
nous-Coal Commission, 1920; war emergency construction 
report of the United States Housing Corporation, 1919-20, 
— a total of 3,059 volumes, or 2,710 items catalogued, 
represented by 3,441 cards.

Analytics were made for the 1919 Massachusetts legis
lative documents, and for many sets and series of volumes,
•— in all, 3,410 analytics.

The Library of Congress depository file of printed cata
logue cards has been increased by 29,343 cards filed.

In addition to cataloguing new books and pamphlets 
there was the constant work of adding continuations, cor
recting errors, discarding superseded books or pamphlets, 
and sifting out material of lasting value in the process. 
As the recataloguing of the collection goes on, the purpose 
and value of a State Library become clearer. More in
congruous appears a book of merely passing interest, and 
more evident appears the aim of each succeeding librarian 
to make the adding of a book a guarantee that the book 
is trustworthy, important to its subject, and on a subject 
important to the State. Weeding out, under these circum- 
cumstances, requires an expert’s skill, but if wisely done 
strengthens the collection.

Summary.
Groups of books catalogued düring the sixth year under 

the new plan are as follows: —•

1. All current additions to the library and new continuations for the
fiscal year. This includes current documents of Great Britain 
and her dependencies.

2. Massachusetts documents, —  numbered reports, six more sets.
3. Massachusetts local history, — Hunnewell collection of books and

pamphlets on Charlestown, or Charlestown imprints.
4. Legislative reference publications.
5. Libraries, library science, catalogues of libraries, book-trade and

subject bibliographies.
6. European war material.
7. Charitable institutions of four Massachusetts cities.
8. United States government publications, — the continuation of

those already recatalogued and current documents.
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Total of 14,504 volumes, or 15,683 items catalogued, rep
resented by 18,130 cards which are supplemented by 3,410 
analytics. In all, 23,180 cards typed and filed during
1919-20.

Tabulation.
Volumes catalogued by new plan Dec. 1, 1919 . . . .  136,208 
Volumes catalogued during the year ......................................... 14,504

Total volumes catalogued Dec. 1, 1920 ................................. 150,712
Less volumes reduced by b i n d i n g ...................................659
Less volumes l o s t ....................................................................... 2
Less volumes discarded ............................................................168

——  829

Net volumes represented in new catalogue Dec. 1, 1920 . 149,883 

Represented by 186,910 cards.

It is a satisfaction to record the loyalty and efficiency of 
the members of the library staff in services rendered to the 
members of the Legislature, public officials and the public.

EDW ARD H. REDSTONE,
Librarian.

Nov. 30, 1920.
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A D D I T I O N S .

N umber of V olumes added to the L ibrary from D ec . 1, 1919, 
to Nov. 30, 1920.

By p u r c h a s e ........................................................................ 1,682
domestic e x c h a n g e ................................................  716
foreign exch an ge ......................................................... 95
d o n a t i o n .................................  1,651
officers of government...........................................................416

T o t a l .................................................................................4,560

P amphlets.
By purchase ............................................................................735

domestic e x c h a n g e ...........................................................499
foreign exchange . . . . . . . .  68
d o n a t i o n ........................................................................ 3,260
officers of government...........................................................824

T o t a l .................................................................................5,386

Atlases. Maps.
By p u r c h a s e ..................................................................... 5 2

d o n a t i o n ..................................................................... 1 6
e x c h a n g e ........................................   4 1

10 9 19

Total, 1919-20 ................................................................. 9,965

Total volumes and pamphlets in library Nov. 30, 1920, 386,430.



T able op A ccessions. 

Books.

1907. 1908. 1909. 1910. 1911. 1912. 1913. 1914. 1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1919. 1920.

By purchase
domestic exchange 
foreign exchange . 
donation
officers of government .

2,376
615
55

1,276
132

2,232 
683 - 
60 

1,486 
193

2,136
771
42

1,670
167

3,756
949
163

2,246
273

1,475
1,216

28
1,641

866

1,759
944

15
2,125

548

1,518
1,868

444
750
362

1,350
2,327

465
611
475

1,726
1,606

421
655
265

1,366
'1,447

444
1,126

624

1,236 ' 
1,565 

205 
700 
705

1,064
1,388

237
427
459

1,383
1,431

181
771
421

1,682
716
95

1,651
416

Totals . 4,454 4,654 4,786 7,387 5,226 5,391 4,942 5,228 4,673 5,007 4,411 3,575 4,187 4,560

Pamphlets.

By purchase
domestic exchange 
foreign exchange . 
donation
officers of government .

272
362

12
3,322

169

231
207
21

3,867
271

217
359

10
3,116

181

488
562
123

6,141
336

632
936

4,797
834

527
502

3
3,478

612

486
2,939

575
1,211

304

590
3,207

246
1,742

456

232
1,972

195
1,172

299

245
1,710

141
1,580

377

342
1,460

148
1,603

554

234
1,878

434
639
545

176
1,426

195
1,408

615

735
499

68
3,260

824

Totals . 4,137 4,597 3,883 7,650 7,199 5,122 5,515 6,241 3,870 4,053 4,107 3,730 3,820 5,386
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT.

D r . C ommonwealth of M assachusetts in A ccount w ith  State L ibrary , 1919-20.

1919. Salary of librarian.......................................................... $4,500 00 Amount drawn from appropriation of $4,500 for librarian $4,500 00

Dec. 1 to Salary of assistant librarian . . . . . . . $1,650 00 Amount drawn from appropriation of $22,295 for salaries 
of s t a f f ................................................................. 22,275 23

Nov. 30, 
1920.

Salary of legislative reference assistant.............................
Salaries of twelve assistants . . . . . . .

1,679 23 
11,477 00

Amount drawn from appropriation of $10,000 for books and 
bindings and balance of $ 1 1 4 .8 3 ............................. 10,497 16

Salary of stack custodian . . . . . . . . 1,100 00 Amount drawn from appropriation of $3,250 for incidental 
expenses, including printing of annual report . 2,219 08

Salaries of six recataloguing assistants.............................
Payment of twelve temporary assistants

5,768 25 
600 75

22,275 23
Amount drawn from appropriation of $5,000 for world war 

records (balance to be carried over to next year) 919 51

Purchase of b o o k s .......................................................... 8,503 30
Binding . . . . . . .  . . . 1,993 86 10,497 16
Annual report for 1 9 1 8 -1 9 .............................Incidental expenses, including expressage, postage, stationery, 

supplies, etc....................................................................
$63 31 

2,155 77 2,219 08
919 51

Total ......................................................................... $40,410 98 Total . ................................................... $40,410 98
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