
Public Docum ent No. 3

Gtye (Hutmmiu wealth uf iHaBaarliuartta

A N N U A L  R E P O R T
OF TH E

Trustees  o f  the Massachusetts. 
State Library

FOR TH E

Y e a r  e n d i n g  N o v e m b e r  30, 1933

Publication of this D ocument approved by the Commission on Administration and F inance

260. 3-'34. Order 746
K



P.D. 3A&R PO 19c-.
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives in General Court
assembled: __ t. >.or. o»TT(TTA,T/-

The Trustees of the State Library make this their twenty-fourth annual 
report, for the year ending November 30, 1933, under the provisions of 
Chapter 6 , Section 37, of the General Laws.

Professor Charles T. Copeland was re-appointed a trustee by Governor Ely 
on June 14, 1933, and has entered upon his sixth term of service to the 
library and the Commonwealth.

The use made of the library continues to increase and the trustees and staff 
are doing everything possible, within the means afforded them, to make its 
resources more available and its services more efficient. During the past 
year new books were purchased within the limits of the appropriations for 
the library, and further valuable acquisitions were made in other ways, and 
much was accomplished in cataloguing and analyzing the collections of the 
library, in assorting and binding pamphlets, and generally in advancing the 
usefulness of the library, all of which appears in detail in the report of the 
librarian, to which we respectfully refer.

C h a s . H .  T a y l o r  
C . T .  C o p e l a n d  
F i t z - H e n r y  S m i t h ,  J r .

LIBRARIAN’S REPORT
I have the honor to submit the following report on the work done in the 

Massachusetts State Library during the year ending November 30, 1933.
On March 12, 1933, Mrs. Annie G. Hopkins, Assistant State Librarian, 

retired under the pension system after thirty-five years of devoted service 
to the Commonwealth. The Trustees appointed Miss Jennie W. Foster, First 
Assistant, to the position of Assistant State Librarian.

Up to 1933 we did not attem pt to keep any record of the number of 
volumes of books borrowed from the stacks for use in the main reading 
room. Beginning with January, 56,472 volumes were used by the public in 
our reading room; 4,367 volumes of newspapers were used by 2,339 persons 
in our newspaper room; in our legislative reference rooms we had an attend
ance of 2,382; telephone reference requests totaled 1,194; the number of 
books taken out by legislators and state departments was 684; the number 
of legislators using the rooms during the regular and special session was 
839; and the number of books used by legislators was 1,451.

The library’s rich collections of federal and state documents, session laws, 
newspapers, biographies, town and city reports and historical collections are 
constantly in use. Professional and business men make much use of the 
library and every facility is given research workers who use the library 
frequently for material not found in the neighboring libraries.

During the year we added a large photograph of President Hoover’s 
Cabinet autographed by each member. Several volumes of biography were 
added to our collection by gift. We are having our duplicates collection 
listed and will probably find a number of items of value which we may offer 
for exchange or purchase when the whole collection is listed.

C a t a l o g u e  D e p a r t m e n t

This year the re-cataloguing of biographical pamphlets and obituaries has 
been completed F-Z.

All pamphlets in shape to bind have been sorted into volumes and prepared 
for binding, 20  volumes in all, as this seems the safest way to preserve this 
valuable collection.

All volumes of the library collection of Massachusetts state publications 
with the exception of court reports and laws, have now been re-catalogued. 
Some pamphlets still remain to be done. These are housed in a room as
signed to them.

There have been completed books and pamphlets on military and naval 
art and science; wars and rumors of wars; armies of Great Britain and the
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United States with its Civil War collection; its military societies; the military 
order of the loyal legion of the various states, and certain state Civil War 
societies beside the G.A.R.; and the last stage—the soldiers’ homes, two of 
the earliest of which were in Boston and Chelsea.

Annual reports of Great B rita in : Agriculture and Gt. B rit.: Fisheries have 
been completed with some of the annual publications of the Gt. Brit.: War 
Office. A number of special departmental reports of the Home Office, which 
were used by one of our patrons, have been re-catalogued, also Gt. Brit.: 
Liquor Reports. Our Great Britain documents have been used more than in 
previous years. The Massachusetts Crime Commission, the Labor depart
ment, and the Health department have used many of them. The parliamen
tary debates of the various English colonies have been used considerably.

United States document cards number 3,039 for the year. In addition to 
the publications issued by the established departments and bureaus of the 
federal government there has been added to our collection the publications 
of such newly established bureaus as the

Federal Home Loan Bank Board
Farm Credit Administration
Emergency Conservation Work
Federal Emergency Relief Administration
Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works
National Recovery Administration, for which over 500 codes have been 

received,
Agricultural Adjustment Administration 
Federal Employment stabilization board, etc.

Due to unemployment a popular volume received during the year was that 
issued by the U. S. Civil Service Commission entitled “Positions not subject 
to competitive civil service examinations.”

In July 1933 the New England Historic Genealogic Society gave us a 
large number of volumes and pamphlets. Out of these, we were able to 
add 775 items to our city and town document collection. These items com
prised by-laws, charters and ordinances, mayors’ addresses, reports of the 
city and town officers and valuation reports. For Brookline, Quincy, South 
Seituate, Waltham, Webster and Westborough we obtained reports of the 
city and town officials even earlier than those already in the library, ranging 
in dates from 1842-1860.

In the case of Boston, we were pleased to find six documents issued in 
1845 and 20 documents issued in 1851 which were needed.

From the same source, we obtained 9 early addresses of the mayors of 
Lowell from 1837-1863.

The material in this library on sewerage, drainage and irrigation and 
books and pamphlets on the various canals— Suez, Panama, Nicaragua, etc., 
including the reports of the state canal commissioners, have been re-cat
alogued, as well as all publications of the waterways associations.

Other subjects completed are:— The poor; police; civil service; merchant 
marine; medicine; public health, guide-books.

Governors’ messages are about half finished,— Alabama through Maine 
with the necessary filling of deficiencies by reference to the state collected 
documents. So too, general collections of books and pamphlets with annual 
reports of all state hospitals which are for the deaf, dumb, blind and feeble
minded have been finished, including the document checking. This work in 
the documents does not show in number of volumes re-catalogued or in cards 
completed, but it makes available a needed report every time a check is 
added to the tabulation cards. This work has also been completed for the 
following subjects:—

Adjutant-General’s reports 
State highway reports
State departments of weights and measures 
Soldiers’ and sailors’ homes

An unusual amount of important analyzing is included in the year’s 
work:—

Massachusetts historical society collections 
Winsor’s Narrative and critical history of America
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The state historical society important publications, 17 states, Alabama 

to Maryland,
The United States national museum. Reports and Proceedings.

As the most efficient and economical way to preserve pamphlets seems to 
be to bind them into volumes by subjects, the following groups have received 
that treatm ent:—

B o w d it c h , H enry. Pam phlets.
Animals, Treatment of 
B e e k e r . Geology.
Blind. 2 vol.
Botany 
Civil war
C r o s s . Pam phlets on geology.
Deaf and dumb
Defective and delinquent classes 
Geology: Economic 
Geology: Stratigraphic 
Geology: U .S.: Separate states.
Electric power 
Fishes
Howard association 
Infants, care and hygiene 
Language and languages 
Merchant marine 
Meteorological pamphlets. 2 vol.
Mineralogy and petrology
Paleontology
Postal service
Prohibition
Prisons. 2 vol.
School-houses
S m i t h , Sydney Irving. M arine fauna
Telegraph
Telephone
Tuberculosis
Vaccination
Vivisection

The total number of volumes bound during the year was 790.
In law the collections of trials were completed.
Unexpected richness turns up constantly. In the Massachusetts Historical 

Society collections is an article on the progress of medical science in Massa
chusetts. Early diaries, journals, log-books are analyzed wherever found 
for they are very enlightening historically as are also the early biographical 
pamphlets.

Two of the Vattemare international exchanges of about 1849 are of 
marked interest historically, as follows:—

Gavard: Galeries historiques de V ersailles.
13 vol. 11 supplementary vol. Treated for its value as history of 
France, its geography, politics, literature, science, tales of great 
men in peace and war, the ideas and ideals of many centuries, as 
represented in every form of decoration at Versailles. Plates with 
every page of text.

T a y l o r , I. J. S. baron.
Ancienne France. (Picardie) 3 vol.
History from the conquest of Gaul by the Romans through the 
middle ages. Manners and customs, curious facts, history derived 
from archives of cities and manuscripts in libraries. Over 1100 
lithographic drawings and engravings by the best artists showing 
buildings, carvings, mosaics, etc.

Although the year’s work has been largely within books, yet we total 18,338 
volumes finished, and 38,889 cards representing these and much else in an
alytics and pamphlets.
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A d d i t i o n s

Number of volumes added to the Library from Dec. 1 , 1932 to Nov. 30, 1933:

Books
By purchase 1260 plus 98 maps, etc..........
By domestic exchange ...........................
By foreign exchange ..........................
By g i f t ..........................................
Massachusetts state publications ............ ''

1,358
1,090

174
1,673

405
Total 4,700

Pamphlets
By purchase ...........................................
By domestic exchange ...........................
By foreign exchange ....................................
By gift ...................................................
Massachusetts state publications ..................

384
2,173

103
4,518

630
Total ....

Total 1932-33 
Previous total

7,808

12,508
526,060

Total volumes and pamphlets in library, Nov. 30, 1933 538,568

S u m m a r y — 1932-1933
Groups of books catalogued during the year for the new catalogue:—

1. All current additions to the library and new continuations. This in
cludes current law books, current Massachusetts publications; current 
documents of the United States and its states, Great Britain and her 
dominions; current foreign documents, League of Nations publica
tions, and the general book and pamphlet collections.

2. Biographical and obituary pamphlets completed P-Z (ready to be
bound).

3. Massachusetts state publications (save court reports and laws) com
pleted.

4. Collection of trials.
5. Books and pamphlets on military and naval art and science; Civil War

pamphlets; military societies; soldiers’ and sailors’ homes.
6 . Annual reports of some departments of Great Britain including its

liquor reports.
7. The new departments and bureaus of the United States.
8 . The subjects: sewerage, drainage, irrigation, canals; the poor, police-

civil service; merchant marine; medicine; public health; guide-books: 
governors’ messages, Alabama-Maine. ’

9. General collections, with annual reports on all state hospitals which care
for the deaf, dumb, blind and feeble-minded.

■ 10. Over 1700 pamphlets bound in 75 volumes.
A total of 18,338 volumes and pamphlets have been catalogued represented 

by 24,789 cards which are supplemented by 14,110 analytics, making in all 
38,899 cards typed and filed during the year 1932-1933. ’

T a b u l a t i o n

Volumes and pamphlets catalogued by the new plan, Dec. 1 , 1931.... 338 1 2 2
Volumes and pamphlets catalogued dui-ing the year.............. ............... 18'338

Total volumes and pamphlets catalogued Dec. 1 , 1933 356,460



6 P.D. 3
Less volumes and pamphlets reduced by binding................  1,035
Less volumes and pamphlets discarded.................................. 78 1,113

Net volumes and pamphlets represented in the new
catalogue, Dec. 1, 1933...........................................................................  355,347

Represented by 580,656 cards.
The number of books added during the year were...........................  4,700
The number of pamphlets added during the year we re ....................  7,808

Total ................................................................................................. 12,508
Total number of volumes now in the library.................................... 538,568
Number of volumes bound during the year........................................  790
I wish to record my appreciation for the loyalty and devotion of the mem

bers of the library staff during the past year.
E d w a r d  H. R e d s t o n e ,

State Librarian.

COM M ONW EALTH OF M ASSACHUSETTS IN ACCOUNT W ITH
STA TE LIBRARY

F i n a n c i a l  S t a t e m e n t  D e c . 1, 1932 t o  Nov. 30, 1933 

Expenditures

From appropriation of $5,300 for salary of State Librarian.......... $ 5,300.00
From appropriation of $37,800 for salaries of staff.........................  37,385.53
From appropriation of $9,000 for books and binding..................... 8,999.32
From appropriation of $1,500 for contingent expenses................  1,385.04

Total .........................................................................................................  $53,069.89
Salary of State Librarian..................................................................... $ 5,300.00
Salary of Assistant State Librarian...........................  $ 2,312.10
Salary of Head of Catalogue Department................  2,280.00
Salaries of 4 Library Reference Assistants............* 6,430.00
Salaries of 10 Senior Library Assistants................... 15,479.43
Salaries of 4 Junior Library Assistants..................... 5,130.00
Salaries of 3 Senior and Junior Clerks and Typists.. 3,240.00
Salary of Storeroom Keeper..... ..................................  1,170.00
Salary of Porter..............................................................  1,344.00 37,385.53

Purchase of Books.........................................................  $ 7,160.53
Binding ...........................................................................  1,838.79 8,999.32

Annual Report for 1931-32..........................................  $ 21.00
Contingent expenses .....................................................  1,364.04 1,385.04

Total .........................................................................................................  $53,069.89

Receipts

Sale of Manuals for the Constitutional Convention.........................  $ 3.00

*3 Library Reference Assistants since April 1, 1933.
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TABLE OF ACCESSIONS
B ooks

1920. 1921. 1922. 1923. 1924. 1925. 1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 1933.
By purchase . . . .  
Domestic exchange 
Foreign exchange
Donation . . . . .  
Massachusetts state publications .

Totals . . . .

1.682 
716 

95 
1,651 

416

1,481
1,022

230
1,760

739

1,228
1,027

318
1,489

579

1,519
1,031

181
2,628

379

1,755 
976 
239 

1,654 
393

1,630 
1,193 

190 
1,430 

506

1,532
1,217

200
1,239

349

1,674
1,070

199
1,464

396

1,829
1,050

234
1,413

548

1,781 
1,124 

186 
1.857 

318

1,520
1,133

160
1,486

393

1,527 
1,171 

216 
1,692 

411

1,418
1,067

146
1,766

353

1,358
1,090

174
1,673 • 

405
4,560 5,232 4,641 5,738 5,017 4,949 4,537 4,803 5,074 5,266 4,692 5,017 4,750 4,700

P a m p h l e t s

1920. 1921. 1922. 1923. 1924. 1925. 1926. 1927. 1928. 1929. 1930. 1931. 1932. 1933.
By purchase . . . .  
Domestic exchange 
Foreign exchange
Donation . . . . .  
M assachusetts state publications

Totals . . . .

735
499

68
3,260

824

1,056
662
110

3,141
1,088

389
619
120

2,739
924

372
705
135

9,318
666

306
1,427

119
3,161

556

431
1,532

173
3,219

718

496 
1,154 . 

86 
3,946 

760

379
1,221

141
4.181

544

637
1,217

107
3,370

428

599
1,730

114
3,488

433

512
1,466

186
3,791

537

520
1,457

108
3,837

470

427
1,507

114
3,596

427

384
2,173

103
4,518

630
5,386 6,057 4,791 11,196 5,569 6,073 6,442 6,466 5,759 6,364 6,492 6,392 6.071 7.808

Total volumes and pamphlets in library, November 30, 1933, 538,568.
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