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EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT 

OF THE ,. 

COMMISSIONERS ON PUBLIC LANDS. 

To His Excellency WILLlAM CLAFLIN, Governor of the Com
monwealth of Massachusetts. 

The Commissioners on Public Lands have the honor to sub
mit their Eighteenth Annual Report. 

Since their last Annual Report the sales of land belonging 
to the Commonwealth in the Back Bay have been large, and at 
satisfactory prices. Under schedules approved by your Excel
lency, there have been four public auctions, resulting as follows: 

Sale of December 24, 1868.-Ten lots on Beacon Street, 
and four on Marlboro' Street, containing 46,460 square feet. 
Net proceeds, $75,715.12. 

Sale of April 10, 1869.-Ten lots on Boylston Street, ten 
lots on Marlboro' Street, and four lots on Newbury Street, con
taining 68,768 square feet. Net proceeds, $151,933.03. 

Sale of April 30, 1869.-Seventeen lots on Marlboro' Street, 
containing 46,144 square feet. Net proceeds, $83,629.58. 

Sale of July 12, 1869.-Ten lots on north side of Newbury 
Street, containing 28,448 square feet. Net proceeds, $53,222.18. 



2 OOMMISSIONERS ON PUBLIC LANDS. [Oct. 

Total amount of net proceeds of these sales, $364,499.91, 
which has been deposited in the treasury. This sum exceeds 
the minimum at which the lands were offered by $44,795.91. 

The total proceeds of sales of lands of the Oommonwealth 
on the Back Bay from the commencement, including sales to 
the contractors in payment for filling, amount to $2,805,703.73. 

The total expenditure for filling, grading, engineering, sew
erage, edge-stones, &c., including payments in land and bonds, 
amounts to $1,492,224.33. 

The land remaining unsold, exclusive of streets, measures 
814,627 square feet, of which a portion is yet to be filled and 
graded. The contractor is ready to complete the work when
ever required, but the Oommissioners have deemed it inexpedi
ent to fill the land to the western boundary until the proprie
tors of land contiguous thereto shall commence the work of 
filling and improvement, in conformity with the plans adopted 
by the Oommonwealth. 

The residue of land belonging to the Oommonwealth will 
undoubtedly appreciate in value, as improvements in the Back 
Bay continue to be made; and it is hardly probable that, if 
this land be offered for sale only when there is a demand for 
eligible building lots, the price which it will command will aver
age less than two dollars per square foot. 

The Oommissioners had intended to construct, during the 
present season, the remainder of the main sewer through Dart
mouth Street, thus completing the obligations in regard to sew
erage contained in the indentures between the Oommonwealth, 
the Boston Water Power Oompany and the City of Boston; 
but the extreme difficulty of procuring skilled laborers for such 
work has induced them to defer it to another year. They have, 
however, deemed it their duty to take advantage of the pres
ent low prices of brick, and contract for a supply of that mate
rial, to be delivered when called for. Some lateral sewerage, 
the cost of which is to be repaid by owners of abutting lots, 
has been commenced, and will be completed the present season. 

The Oity of Boston, and the towns of Brookline, Brighton 
and Watertown, having accepted their respective portions of 
the Mill Dam and its connecting roads and bridges as public 
highways, as provided by chapter 291 of the Acts of the year 
1868, His Excellency Governor Bullock issued his requisition, 
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and the tolls were discontinued on the eighth day of December 
last. The sum of $50,000, in ' tolls and interest accumulated, 
was paid to the towns as provided by the Act. The road known 
as the Cross Dam, still remains the property of the Common
wealth, and has received extensive repairs the past season from 
a balance of proceeds of tolls on the Mill Dam; but as the 
amount from this source in the hands of the Commissioners is 
totally inadequate to a long continuance of these repairs, and as 
the Cross Dam is almost entirely devoted to the traffic of Bos
ton, the Commissioners would recommend that it be conveyed 
to that city, with power to discontinue it whenever the comple
tion of other streets shall render it no longer necessary for 
public travel. 

Respectfully submitted. 

OCTOBER 15, U169. 

FRANKLIN HAVEN, 
EDW'D C. PURDY, 
ARTEMAS LEE, 

Commissioners on Public Lands. 
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