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SIXTH ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

TEUSTEES OF THE STATE EEFORM SCHOOL,

JANUARY, 1853.

The Trustees of the State Reform School, in compliance

with the provisions of the Act of April 9th, 1847, by which

the school was established, respectfully present to the Gov-

ernor and Executive Council, their Sixth Annual Report of

the condition of that institution—it being for the year ending

November 30th, 1852.

They have again the satisfaction of offering as an essential

part of their Report, the very ample statistical and other tables,

prepared by the Superintendent, and embodied in his report to

them. A very full and satisfactory report from the Chaplain,

is also herewith presented. To these documents the Trustees

would refer, as containing the best information in their power

to give, on the various topics of which they treat. And, with

this comprehensive reference, they will now proceed to some

of those other subjects on which fuller information from them

may at this time be reasonably expected.

In March last, the Legislature, in order to provide more ample

accommodations for the class of boys who are proper subjects

for the remedial influence of the Reform School, made pro-

vision for its enlargement, and devolved upon the Trustees the

duty of superintending and directing the erection of the build-

ings that would be required for this purpose. A special meet-

ing of the Board was accordingly held in the month of April,

at which several plans for the proposed building, drawn by

different architects, were exhibited. A selection was made

from these of the one which appeared to be most eligible, and

advertisements for proposals from contractors were thereupon
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issued. The committee who had the subject in charge pro-

ceeded with as much promptness as the circumstances would

well permit, and in June the process of construction was com-

menced. From a report of Edward Lamb, Esq., Superintend-

ent of the work, made at our present meeting, we derive the

following information of the progress which has been made,

and of the condition of the new building at this time :

The walls of the building are up—the roof put on and

nearly slated—a part of the windows are in, and a small por-

tion of the building plastered. Owing to the lateness of the

season, and the liability of the plastering to be injured by the

frost, the shrinkage of the timber and the settling of the build-

ing, I thought best to defer putting on the remainder of it until

the fixtures for warming are introduced. The work has pro-

gressed as rapidly as could be expected, considering the time

at which it was commenced, the drought and the great demand

for workmen at the place where large quantities of the materials

are wrought that are used in the construction of the building."

By the contract, the structure is to be finished and ready to

be occupied by the of July next. We see no good

reason why it may not be completed by that time.

Having ascertained that a lot of pasture land, adjoining the

farm on the north and containing about twenty-nine acres,

could be procured at a reasonable rate, the Trustees, at their

quarterly meeting in March last, believing it to be a desirable

acquisition, and one much needed for the accommodation of

the school, directed that it should be purchased and paid for

from the income of the Lyman Fund, and it has been done

accordingly.

The windmill, which has been used during the past years

for raising water from the pond for the supply of the institu-

tion, having, after a fair and patient trial, proved entirely inad-

equate to that purpose even before the enlargement of the

building, its place has been supplied by a suitable steam engine

of five-horse power, which is now in successful operation. The
cost of this important improvement in our domestic arrange-

ments, small in comparison with the advantages which have

been secured by it, will appear in the accounts of the Treasurer.

The school department of their charge is one in which the
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Trustees have always felt a deep interest. The children who
are sent here, with few exceptions, are of that class whose in-

' struction in the rudiments of school learning has been grossly

neglected. Many of them come to us having previously

acquired little or nothing in the school-room, except it be a

distaste for the very restraints of school itself There is, there-

fore, much clearing and breaking up to be done, before the

seed that is sown can be expected to germinate. The habits

of attention and diligence, without which nothing can be

thoroughly learned, are yet to be acquired. And unless due

allowance be made for these hindrances in the way of their

advancement, our expectations from many of the boys will be

raised too high, and thus subjected to disappointment. We
have been accustomed to visit the school-room at nearly all of

our meetings ; but our other engagements have been such that

these visits have been often necessarily very brief, and for that

reason unsatisfactory. At the quarterly meeting in June, it

was determined to set apart one day for the special examination

of the schools, and a committee was appointed to attend to

that duty. This examination took place on the 19th of August,

in the presence of four members of the Board and of several

gentlemen and ladies of Westboro' and other towns, who were

invited to be present. The substance of the committee's report

will be found in the following extracts from it.

" We heard exercises in reading and spelling from nearly all

the scholars of both schools ; in arithmetic from the greater

part of them ; in geography from several classes, and in history

from one class of the upper school. Specimens of their pro-

ficiency in writing were also exhibited by the pupils who had

attended to that branch of school instruction, while exercises

in singing and in declamation were frequently interspersed

during the day."

" The exercises were generally satisfactory ; and when we
consider how very deficient many of these boys were in the

rudiments of school instruction when they first came here, we
feel ourselves warranted in congratulating not only the Board,

but the boys and their teachers also, on the good progress they

have made. The performances of the class in history, and of

some of those in geography, were particularly gratifying in the
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promptness and intelligence with which the questions were

answered, as well when put by members of the committee as

by the teacher who conducted the examination. One half day

Avas devoted to each school, and, at the close of each examina-

tion, pertinent and encouraging addresses were made to the

boys by several of the Trustees and other gentlemen in attend-

ance."

So well satisfied was the Board with the salutary tendency

of this experiment, that it is contemplated to follow it up,

semi-annually, or as nearly so as convenience will permit, with

other examinations of a similar character.

The uniformly good health of the inmates of this establish-

ment, from the time of its first opening until last autumn,

has been cause of much thankfulness on the part of those on

whom the management of it has devolved. During that season

an epidemic prevailed, of which some account will be found in

the accompanying reports. It has now, happily, passed away.

But the Trustees have deemed it to be their duty, in consider-

ation of the magnitude of this evil, by special inquiry to ascer-

tain if any improvement in ventilation, any alteration of diet,

or any other changes in the general economy of the institution

can be made, with a view of preventing the repetition of such

a calamity. At this meeting a committee has accordingly been

instructed to investigate the whole matter, and make such

* changes in any of these particulars as may be found expedient.

The services of Dr. Rising, so faithfully and skilfully per-

formed during the prevalence of this disorder, only two cases

of which have terminated fatally, deserve our grateful ac-

knowledgment.

The resignation of the present Steward and Farmer—Mr.

James Leach—has been presented at this meeting of the Board,

to take eff'ect on the first of April next. He has been a dili-

gent and faithful officer of the institution, and we regret that

it is no longer to have the benefit of his services. Care will

be taken, by an early attention to the subject, that a suitable

successor be appointed to fill the vacancy.

The view of the premises and buildings, which fronts the

title page of this Report, was taken from the eastern side of

Chauncey lake, as we approach them from the village of West-
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boro'. This sketch was taken at the request of the officers of

the institution, by Addison Prentice, of Worcester, and we

have great pleasure in exhibiting this specimen of his artistic

skill, in connection with the present Report. •

The Treasurer's report shows a balance on closing the ac-

counts for the year of $410 67 in favor of the institution.

To defray the expenses of the ensuing year, we think there

will lip rpnnirprl the* «3nm of 45iRO 000 Viz *will UC ICvJUllCU. 111C> OLllll '-'J. ^]pc»V/J VJV 'V r, viZi. .

For provisions and clothing for 425 boys, . $17,000
^' salaries, wages and support of officers, . 8,750

" fuel, lights, and current expenses. 5,800

" work-shop, farming tools and improvements, 1,500

repairs, painting and ventilating, 1,500

$34,550

Deduct for balance in treasury, . . $410 67

Estimated proceeds of labor of boys, . 4,139 33

4,550

$3Q,000

To account for the increase of appropriations required be-

yond that of last year, it must be recollected, not only that

the buildings have been greatly enlarged and one hundred

additional boys are to be provided for, but that fifty thousand

dollars of the principal of the Lyman Fund have been applied

to the erection of the new buildings, and that the income of that

sum will consequently be no longer at the disposal of the Trus-

tees. The income of this Fund which has already accrued and

remains unexpended, it is believed, will be needed to complete

the furnishing of the new apartments.

The ink was scarcely dry on our last Report, ere the Hon.

George Denny, of Westboro', one of the earliest and warmest

friends of the State Reform School, was, after a short illness,

removed by death from the sphere of his earthly labors. The
deep and active interest which he felt in the prosperity of this

institution during the four years that he was a member of this

Board, and its first Treasurer, and which he continued to mani-

fest by many acts of kind attention after his term of service
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had expired, seems to demand at our hands this passing tribute

to his memory.
Another year has now added its testimony to the influences

which, whether they have been for good or for evil, have been

wrought upon the public welfare by the establishment of the

Reform School. Can any legislator—can any citizen of the

Commonwealth, after having learned the facts stated in the

present and in former Reports, doubt for a moment of the char-

acter or of the extent of these influences ? We desire to claim

for it no merit that is undeserved, when we say, that the public

voice and the public press have, with remarkable unanimity,

answered the question. Many of our sister States, after send-

ing agents here to witness the practical working of our school,

have, upon receiving their report, promptly taken measures to

establish similar institutions within their borders. Some of

these are already in full operation, and others soon will be.

Having a strong and abiding faith in their beneficent and far-

reaching influences, we should rejoice to see them springing

up in every State of the Union, in every civilized nation of the

earth.

To the fidelity of the Superintendent, and, generally, of the

subordinate officers connected with him, in the discharge of

their several duties, we have again to bear our testimony, ac-

knowledging our obligations to them for their hearty coopera-

tion with us in endeavoring to carry the benevolent purposes

of the founders of this institution into full efl"ect. And, com-

mending once more to the parental care of the Commonwealth

this child of its bounty, we here conclude our Report.

RUSSELL A. GIBBS.

SAMUEL WILLISTON.
THOS. A. GREENE.
EDWD. B. BIGELOW.
DANIEL H. FORBES.
JOSIAH B. FRENCH.
GEORGE H. KUHN.

Westboro\ December 10, 1852.
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TREASUEEE'S REPOET.

To His Excellency the Governor, and the Honorable Executive

Council of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.

The Treasurer of the State Reforra School respectfully pre-

sents the Sixth Annual Report.

The Treasurer charges himself, from December 1st, 1851, to

November 30th, inclusive, as follows :

—

For balance of cash on hand, November 29th,

1851, $14 90

For amounts received from the State treasury, . 20,000 00

For amounts received of W. R. Lincoln, Super-

intendent, being the amounts received for

work, &c., 3,072 42

For amounts received from Lyman Fund, . 4,400 00

$27,487 32

And he credits himself for the following payments :

—

Hospital expenses, $254 09

Tools, leather, and materials for shoe-shop, 680 75

General improvements and repairs, . 1,772 53

Salaries, wages and labor, .... 7,185 00

Farming tools, stock and improvements on farm, 2,129 24

Fuel and lights, 1,389 08

Provisions and groceries, . 7,036 82

Books, stationery, and printing. 380 71

Furniture and bedding, .... 1,165 03

Clothing, 3,646 83

Trustees' expenses, 260 48

Transportation and railroad freights, 621 10

2
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Postage, $34 17

Miscellaneous, 520 83

Balance carried to new account, . . . 410 67

$27,487 32

Tools, Leather
J
and Materials for Shoe Shop, include

Leather, 20 10^ feet, $293 05

Leather, 1030J pounds, ..... 154 96

Binding and lining, ..... 10 45

Pegs, tacks, wax, &c., . . . , . 20 36

Freight and incidental expenses, ... 21 45

Thread, 245 pounds, 103 00

Tools, . 77 48

$680 75

General Improvements and Repairs, include

Labor and materials on general repairs, . , $91 41

Iron work, 60 81

Paints, lime, brushes, <fcc., .... 85 30

Repairing steam apparatus, .... 18 43

Building carpenter's shop, with a steam engine

for forcing water from the pond to the house, 892 65

Building shop to cut leather in, . . . 420 85

Carpenter's and blacksmith's tools, ... 20 13

Locks, keys, door-handles, (fcc, ... 44 23

Glass and glazing, 49 68

Pumps, lead pipe, dec, ..... 89 04

$1,772 53

Books, Stationery, and Printing, include

School Books, $223 48

Blank books and printing, .... 52 80

Slates, 10 65
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Terrestrial globe, $20 00

Writing books, paper, pens, ink, pencils, &;c., . 58 78

Binding reports, 15 00

$380 71

Furniture and Bedding', iticlude

Ticking, 1734| yards, $184 73

Sheeting, 1575 yards, . . . . » 130 93

Diaper, table linen and crash, 356 yards, . 48 96

Diaper for spreads, 259^ yards,.... 47 91

Loiino^e mattresses chairs, and mirrors. 53 85

Prints and battinsr. ...... 60 53

Needles ........X « V/xy VI A V l>J« •••••••• 6 43

Straw for beds, 12^ tons, .... 97 70

Nets mats and mattinff .... 2 00

Clothes-lines, wash-boards, pails, tubs, and other

wooden ware, 46 62
TTnivps forlfj? and 5?DonTis 47 66

Grockery, glass and earthen ware, . • . 152 14

Stoves and funnel, ...... 134 09

Brooms and brushes, • . • • . 23 85

Tin and iron ware, ...... 71 14

Hand bell, ....... 1 50

Lanterns, lamps, chimneys, and shades, 45 43

Rubber sheeting, 4 56

Repairing clocks, ...... 5 00

$1,165 03

Clothing includes

Satinets 4583 vards <k2 257 19

Denims 2389 vards 26*5 00

Cotton cloth, 4947| yards, .... 372 26

Flannel, 34 yards, 8 18

Brown linen, tweed, dtc, .... 9 45
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Gingham check, 205 yards, .... f20 53

Cambric, 74^ yards, 9 81

Caps, 240, comforters, 12, .... 45 00

Palmleaf hats and binding, 744, . . . 107 75

Thread, 111 pounds, 84 94

Scissors and shears, ...... 6 83

Vesting, 36f yards, 13 78

Frocking, 511 yards, 23 18

Needles, pins and thimbles, .... 23 08

Buttons, 203| gross, . ... . 28 73

Yarn, 359 pounds, 221 38

Socks, 20 dozen, 60 58

Suspenders, 13 dozen, ..... 10 33

Combs, 528, ....... 15 93

Crape, tapes, &c., . . . . . . 16 30

Burlaps, &c., 46 60

$3,646 83

Provisions and Groceries include

Flour, 654 barrels, $3,314 45

Rye meal, 274 bushels, 227 53

Indian meal, 390 bushels, .... 285 82

Malt, 4 bushels, . . . . . • . 6 25

Beef, 21,1811 pounds, 1,040 31

Pork, 702 pounds, 62 34

Mutton, 6681 pounds, 54 11

Veal, 958 pounds, 65 25

Tripe and sausages, 185| pounds, ... 19 21

Poultry, 108 pounds, 13 94

Fish, 4599 pounds, 135 73

Salt, 231 bushels, 14 85

Potatoes, 31 bushels, . . . . . 24 81

Beans, 511 bushels, 89 75

Rice, 6,688 pounds, 269 57

Sugar, 1977 pounds, 130 67

* Coffee, 276 pounds, 42 10
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Tea, 85 pounds, . . . .. . . $32 44

Chocolate, 650 pounds, ...... 106 25

Molasses, 2825 gallons, 498 27

Butter, 1847f pounds, 300 25

Cheese, 67 pounds, . . . . . . 5 57

Saleratus, 68 pounds, 3 91

Soap, 1346|- pounds, 69 47

Potash, 1477 pounds
;
Soda, 6 pounds, . . 85 43

Tapioca, 20 pounds
;
Sago, 75 pounds, • . 8 33

Crackers, . 20 56

Eggs, 46 dozen, ...... 8 08

Hops, 105 pounds, 33 11

Fruit, 32 98

Dried apple and corn starch, .... 4 46

Cream tartar, 25 pounds, 5 15

Ginger, pepper, and other small spices, . . 13 22

Indigo, 1 pound, ^ 1 12

Vinegar, 41 gallons, 1 43

Bags, 27, 6 52

Miscellaneous,....... 3 58

$7,036 82

Farming Tools. Stock, and Improvements on the farm, include

Plow,l
;
yokes, 3 ;

chains, 2 ; steel rakes, 3 ;
spades

and shovels, 78
;
picks, 18

;
hoes, 60 ; manure

forks, 12 ; trace chains, 6 ; ice hooks, 1
;

scythes, 12
;
snaths, 3

;
rakes, 60

;
forks, 8

;

hay-cutter, 1
;

chain-pump and chain, 1 ,*

wheel-barrows, 4, $232 72

Oxen, 4, 255 00

Horse, 1 ;
Swine, 1, . . . . . 125 51

Axes and axe-helves, ..... 1 50

Drag-plank, 14 25

Measures, 1 12

Grain, 6121 bushels, 440 93

Shorts, 1000 pounds, ..... 12 00
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Grass and garden seeds, $62 10

Oats, 44 bushels, ...... 26 00

Hay, 5955 pounds, . . . . 40 78

Pasturing young cattle, 17 25

Salt, 6 bushels, ...... 2 70

Plaster, 20,400 pounds, 62 30

Cement, 8 casks, 12 72

Labor laying wall, blasting rocks, and butchering, 201 90

Blacksmith work, 194 19

Repairing carts, wagons, and tools, . 81 59

Horse cart, 1, . 45 00

Whips, harnesses, repairing, &,c., 34 44

Twine, 7^ pounds, 1 85

Guano, 2114 pounds, . . . . 55 49

Oil of vitriol, 1 carboy, 6 08

mskets, 24, ....... 7 4o

Hay-scale, 1, 175 00

Freight on strawberries, ..... 8 56

Miscellaneous, ...... 10 92

$2,129 24

Fuel and Lights include

Coal, 2O62V tons, gross, $1,131 71

Oil, 305 gallons, 225 85

Charcoal, 230 bushels, 29 60

Lampwicks and wicking, .... 1 92

$1,389 08

Miscellaneous includes

Expenses of pursuing and returning elopers, . $37 80

Expenses in returning boys to friends, and fitting

them out to sea, ..... 44 82

Travelling expenses on business for institution, 36 69

Visiting apprentices, .31 90
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Derrick and ropes, $86 06

Advertising, 7 50

Conveying Sabbath school teachers to institution, 150 00

Conveyance of legislative committee, . . 6 00

Coffins and expenses of funerals, ... 36 00

Thermometers, 15, 8 37

Cotton duck, 5O2 yards, 12 63

Painting and new covering wagons, ... 16 51

Skates, 24 pairs, 10 08

Sundries, 36 46

$520 82

EDWARD B. BIGELOW,

Treasurer S. R. School.

Westborough, November 30th, 1852.

LYMAN FUND.

Amount of the Fund November 29th, 1851, as per

last report, $70,000 00

Paid on account of the addition of the buildings

authorized by a resolve of the legislature,

passed in March, 1852, .... 21,686 06

Leaving present amount of the Fund, . . $48,313 94

Income of the Fund,

Balance of income on hand 29th November, 1851, $858 79

Received dividends and interest, . . . 3,763 36

Received premium on Northern rail-

road bonds, sold, . . . $2,321 58

Deduct loss on bank stock, . . 175 00
2,146 58

$6,768 73
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Paid for a lot of land, 28| acres, pur-

chased of Silas Sibley, by order

of Trustees, .... $421 25

Paid for recording deed, ... 40

Paid to general account, . . 4,400 00
4,821 65

Balance of income on hand, .... $1,947 08

EDWARD B. BIGELOW,

Treasurer Lyman Fund.

Westborough, November 30th, 1852.



1853.] HOUSE—No. 2. IT

SUPEEI NT EN DENT'S EEPOET.

To the Trustees of the State Reform School

Gentlemen :—The following statement of the affairs of the

Reform School, is respectfully presented :

—

TABLE 1.

Showing the number admitted^ and the general state of the

School, from Dec. 1st, 1851, to Nov. 3Qth, 1852, inclusive.

Boys in the School at the commencement of the year, Dec. 1st, 1851, 310
Committed since, ....... 155
Returned—5 by masters, 4 voluntarily, .... 9

Whole number in the School during the year, . . . 474
Discharged, . . • 133

Remainining at date, Nov. 30th, 1852, . . . .341

TABLE 2.

Admissions from each County, the past year and previously.

Counties. 1852. Previouslj'. Total.

Barnstable, 2 2
8 64 72

Berkshire, 11 ]2 23
1 1

30 113 143 ^

Franklin, 1 2 3
Hampden, 3 23 26
Hampshire, 1 5 6
Middlesex, 28 118 146
Nantucket, 1 1

2 36 38
Plymouth, 2 3 5

37 139 176
Worcester, 32 50 82

155 569 724

3
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TABLE 3.

Admissions, Discharges, and Average Number, for each month

in the year.

Months- Admitted. Discharged. Average No.

December, 1851, 3 7 307.

January, 1852, 5 3 306.8

February, " 4 8 308.3

March, " 15 18 303.

April, « 13 16 301.6

May, " 19 10 311.8

June, " 23 16 320.

July, " 13 7 323.8

August, " 13 7 331.1

Sept., " . . . ... 17 18 330.4

October, " 21 13 340.3

November, " 9 10 342.2

155 133
1

The average number through the year, is three hundrfed and

nineteen.

It will be seen by the above table, that in the first three

months of the year, an average of only six per month was

received, while the remainder of the year averaged about six-

teen per month. This was owing to the fact, that during the

winter months it was thought prudent by the trustees that the

house should not be so crowded as it was in the summer

months, and they gave public notice that no more could be

received at that time.

TABLE 4.

Disposal of those discharged, from Dec. 1, 1851, to Nov.

1852, inclusive.

Discharged by Board of Trustees, 39
" on expiration of sentence, 11

Rejected and remanded, 6
Indented to Farmers and Gardeners, 30

" Boot and Shoemakers, 18
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Indented to Carpenters, 3
« Bakers, 2
" Silver Plater,

Cabinet maker,

Tin and Sheet Iron worker,

Tailor,

Machinist, ,

Piano-forte maker,

Boat builder,

Engraver,

Clerk,

Painter, . . . . .

Plumber,
Mason,
Bookbinder,

Butcher,

Shoe Tool maker,
Mahogany Chair maker,
Veneer Sawing,

Deceased,
70
7

Total, 133

The whole number discharged since the school was opened

is four hundred and six, viz. :—Thirty-eight on expiration of

sentence
;

ninety-nine by order of the board of trustees, as

reformed ; six by order of court
;

forty-six rejected and re-

manded ; fourteen died, and one hundred and ninety-one were

indentured, as follows:—To farmers and gardeners, eighty-six;

boot and shoemakers, forty-two
;
carpenters, ten ; silver platers,

five
;

masons, four
;

blacksmiths, coopers, and tailors, three

each ; trunk makers, sail makers, cabinet makers, tin and sheet

iron workers, machinists, and bakers, two each ; to painter,

shoe shave maker, barber, saw maker, japanner, rigger, currier,

stone cutter, wheelwright, pump and block maker, sleigh ma-

ker, harness maker, piano -forte maker, boat builder, clerk, en-

graver, plumber, book binder, shoe tool maker, and veneer

sawing, one each.

The ninety-nine discharged by the board of trustees were

returned to such parents as seemed to be proper persons to

take the charge of their children, and sent to sea, or placed at

trades procured for them, without formal indentures.
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TABLE 5.

Showing by what authority committed.

1852. Previously. Total.

Uy Court or Common "leas, . .

" Boston Municipal Court, . 16 59 75
" " Police Court,.... 7 76 93
" Lawrence " .... 10 15 25
" Lynn " .... 2 13 15
" Fall River " . . . . 1 1
« Lowell " .... 7 36 43
" Newburyport" .... 6 24 30
" New Bedford" . . . . 34 34
" Pittsfield, " .... n 5 16
" Springfield " .... 2 2
" Salem « .... 8 46 54
*' Worcester " .... 16 15 31
« Taunton " .... 1 4 5
" Justices of the Peace and Trial Jus-

tices, 50 130 238

Total, .... 155 569 724
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TABLE 6.

Offences of all committed during the year ending Nov, 30^A,

1852, and previously.

1852. Previously. Total.

For Larceny, 48 208 256
Stubbornness, 76 217 293
Idle and disorderly,.... 4 29 33

(( Vagrancy, 7 36 43
<( Shop-breaking and stealing, . 1 21 22
il House-breaking and stealing, , 7 7
u Burglary, 2 2
u Shop-breaking, with intent to steal,

.

4 5 9
a Pilfering, 10 10
(( Having obscene books and prints for

circulation, 2 2
{( Common drunkard,.... 1 3 4

Malicious mischief,.... 4 14 18
(( 1 4 5
(( Trespass, 2 4 6
(( 2 2
(( Runaway,

Robbery from the person,

Quarrelling and profanity,

3 5 8
(( 1 1
(( 1 1
(( Assault and battery. 1 1
a 1 1

Total, .... 155 569 724

The above table shows, that out of one hundred and fifty-

five commitments, the past year, seventy-six (nearly one-half)

were for stubbornness. In many of them, the real offence is

larceny ; a considerable proportion of them are those who defy

all parental authority.

These are the most difficult cases to reform. Having been

accustomed to little or no restraint in childhood, they consider

all restraint as burdensome, and little can be done for their

permanent good until they are taught to respect the authority

of others.
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TABLE 7.

Showing the length of Sentence^ the past year and 'previously.

1852. Previously. Total.

During their minority, .

Until twenty years of age,
" nineteen " '*

" eighteen " "

" fourteen " "

For one year,

.

" one year and six months
" two years,
" two years and six monthS;
" three years,
" four years,
" four years and six months
" five years,
** six years,
" eight years,
" ten years.

Total,

127

5

5

9
4

3
1

1

155

446
5
1

2
1

22
3

26
2
29
9
1

10
7
3
2

569

573
5
1

2
1

27
3

31
2
38
13
1

13
8
4
2

724
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TABLE 8.

Showing the length of Alternative Sentence, the past year and

previously.

1852. Previously. Total.

During minority, . . . • . 5 3 8
For four years, 1 3 4
" three years, .....
" three years and six months,

1 9 10
1 1

" two years and six months, 1 1
" two years, 11 32 43
" one year and six months, . 3 8 11
" one year and three montlis, 3 3
" one year, 7 49 56
" nine months, 1 2 3
" eight months, 1 3 4
" six months, 37 146 183
" five months, 4 4 8
*' four months, 2 18 20
" three months, 32 88 120
" two months, 14 114 128
" one month,
" ninety days,

18 31 49
1 6 7

" sixty days,
" forty days,

2 15 17
1 1

" less than one month, 10 37 47

Total, .... 155 569 724
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TABLE 9.

The Nativity of all committed^ during the past year, and

previously.

1852. Previously.

Born in freland, ,

" « France, .

" « Kngland,
« " Scotland,
« " Canada,
" " Nova Scotia,
" " New Brunswick,

Foreigners,

Born in Massachusetts,
" " Vermont,
" " New Hampshiii
" " Maine, .

" " Connecticut,
" " Rhode Island,

" " Pennsylvania,
« " New York,
" " New Jersey,
" " Maryland,
" " Virginia,
" " Louisiana,

United States,

Total,

16

5

101
2
3
8
3
4

5
1

2
2
1

56
1

6
4
5
6
14

387
]3
]9
24
8
8
3
13
1

1

72
1

11

4
5
6
16

488
15
22
32
11
12
3
18
2
3
2
1

Of the seven hundred and twenty-four committed, one hun-

dred and fifteen were born in foreign countries, mostly in

Ireland.

Of the six hundred and nine reported born in the United

States, four hundred and thirty-three are of American parent-

age, one hundred sixty-one of Irish parentage, seven of Eng-

lish, three of French, two of Scotch, and one each of German,

Danish, and Canadian.
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TABLE 10.

Ages of Boys when committed.

1852. Previously. Total.

Seven years of age, .... 3 3
Eight " 6 12 18
Nine " 5 28 33
Ten " 12 53 65
Eleven " 22 59 81
Twelve " 18 84 102
Thirteen " it 35 72 107
Fourteen " ii 22 114 136
Fifteen « li 31 127 158
Sixteen " ii 1 5 6
Seventeen " it 4 4
Nineteen " ii 3 6 9
Unknown " ii 4 4

Total, .... 155 569 724
Average a gre, about 12 4-5 years.

4
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TABLE 11.

Supposed Causes of Crime.

1852. Total.

Whole nntnber received, 724.

Have loi^f. tlieir father, .... no 220 280
" " mother,.... 37 130 167

" fjtliei's who liave no steady cmploy-
266meiit, ..... 73 193

*' fiitlioi's who ure intemperate, . . fl!) 255 324
" mothers " " . . 22 72 94
*' i'Mthers who use profane language,

.

73 234 307
*' mothers " " 20 72 92
*' fjthsrs who are S.ibbnth-breakcrs,

.

50 210 2()0

" motiiers " " 35 1G9 144
" fathers, mothers, brotlicrs or sisters.

who have be<.'n, or are in prisons, C5 102 167

Were idle previous to admission, or who
li id no stendv employment, 45 472 517

Have been over in(ln!''''ed, . . . 74 307 381
" " ne'i'Iected, .... 125 316 441
*' " tru'ints from school. 147 4<)3 640
*' tSabbU.h-braakers, 1 C() 378 184
" " ndihcted to lying-,

.

125 508 633
*' used tobacco, .... 68 290 3.38

" " profme lanjring-e, 13!) 468 607
" " obscene . . . 325 421
*' attended theatres, and Gimihir places

of amusement, .... rs 385 483
*' slept out. 82 348 430
*' dr ink ardent spirits, most of them

398to intoxication, .... 37 361
" been previously arrested — 172,

once
; 37, twice ; 16, three times

;

12, four tin)es ; 25, live times and
over, GO 202 262

" been in prisons or schools of reform. 36 139 175

History unknown, huve probably, lived

vicious lives, .... 1 4 5

Tiie above talkie is gathered from the voluntary acknowl-

edgment of boys, together with such information as we could

procure from other reliable sources.

Where habits of ])arents or boys are alluded to, habiiual, and

not orrasional practices are always to be understood.

There are at the present time, thirty-two more boys con-
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nected with the school than there were on the 30th of Novem-

ber, 1851, the time of the last report.

It will be readily see!) tliat with a building designed for only

three hundred, yet havijig three hinidred and forty-lwo boys

crowded into it, care, discipline, and classification are rendered

much more difficult than would have been the case otherwise.

Our present number (though so large) is smaller than it has

been for many weeks.

The additional building now being erected promises great

advantages; for there will be more room to accommodate and

classify. The plan of the new building is such as will ciiahlc

ns to separate the boys into classes according lo their character,

so as to render the discipline of the institution more effectual.

Notwithstanding the crowded stale of the school, and the

confusion and annoyance necessarily attendant npon the en-

largement, v/hich has been in progress during the past summer^

nothing has occurred unfavorable to the general welfare of the

institution.

It is w\\h much satisfaction that we are enabled, under all

the circumstances, to rej)ort no escapes.

About the same number have been discharged and appren-

ticed as heretofore, and we hope under equally good circum-

stances.

There are some, after leaving us, who fall back into crime,

as we might reasonably expect. In some instances this is

caused, i]i a great measure, by the interference and degrading

influence of a certain class of parents. A few facts in the case

of one boy, will illustrate the matter.

Last year a lad who had been with us about two years, left

the institution in a very interesting state of mind. He had

been committed from }3oston, and often expressed much un-

willingness' to return there,—was apprenticed to learn a trade

in the country, and during the time he remained there, he sus-

tained an unexceptionable character; but his parents having

ascertained where he resided, commenced writing to him, urg-

ing his return to the city.

After some eleven months he was induced to visit them in

Boston, and they persuaded him to remain, where he was again
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under the influence of his former evil associations, and ^nelded

to temptation. We have every reason to believe that had he

continued under the quiet influence of more retired life he

would have been saved.

Last week we were gratified in receiving a visit from one

who was committed to the school in rags and ignorance, having

been accustomed to theft and drunkenness with their debasijig

vices. He remained with us about two years, and became

much interested in the subject of religion, and was then ap-

prenticed to a good master in the country.

He brought a letter from his master, giving an excellent ac-

count of his conduct. He ha« united with a Christian church,

and is in every respect a young man of much promise.

The same general system of discipline is continued as here-

tofore.

As I have in former reports fully defined its general principles,

I deem it unnecessary to repeat it here. We design to carry

out, as far as practicable, the discipline of a well regulated

Christian family. A boy committed to such an institution is

too apt to regard all around him as prison keepers," under

whose discipline he is placed to punish him for past misdeeds.

We regard it as of the utmost importance to remove this im-

pression, and implant in his bosom feelings of sympathy, kind-

ness, hope, and encouragement ; hence it is essential that all

should deal with him with much discretion and forbearance.

Little can be accomplished towards the permanent reform

of a lad until his mind and heart have been enlisted, and he

sees there is hope for him in the future.

We continue to place as much confidence in the boys as

possible, by allowing them to labor alone and in companies

about the farm, to go to the village and neighboring towns un-

attended by an overseer. These are privileges which are much
valued, and we are confident they tend to encourage self-

respect and contentment.

* LABOR.

The boys rise at five o'clock ; attend morning prayers at a

^quarter before six ; from six to seven for breakfast and play

;
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work from seven to ten, A. M., and from three to six, P. M.
;

school from ten, A. M. to three, P. M., in two sessions of two

hours each, with one hour for dinner and play at noon ; from

six to seven, P. M. for supper and play ; from seven to eight for

the hearing and examination of all reports respecting the good

or bad conduct of the boys, and the settlement of cases need-

ing discipline which have occurred during the day.

In the spring, autumn, and winter the hours of labor and

school are changed to suit the season, but the general arrange-

ment is the same.

AVERAGE EMPLOYMENT.

Number in the shoe shop, ...... 98
" " tailor's shop, 90

farming, gardening, gardening, and other

out-door-work, .... 65
" " laundry, "23
" " kitchen, cooking and baking, ... 15

" scrubbing and work about the house, . 24

t " miscellaneous,...... 4

319

SHOE SHOP.

In this department all the boots and shoes used in the insti-

tution are made and repaired by the boys.

The principal employment in this shop has been, closing

boots and shoes for manufacturers in the neighborhood. At

times of a general depression in business we have not had suf-

ficient work to keep all the boys constantly employed, and in

view of the increase in numbers, when the new building shall

be ready for occupation, it was thought advisable to make ar-

rangements to employ a part of the boys in some other brancli

of business.

For this purpose a contract was entered into with Messrs.

Gilmore & Cole, of Boston, for the manufacture of light shoes,

which has been in operation about a month. It will be a busi-

ness that will afford constant employment for about a hundred

boys.
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The income of this shop is much smaller than usual, owing

to the fact that all the larger hoys were employed a large part

of the summer in excavating for the cellar of the new buildmg.

The following is the statement of the work performed in

this department :

—

Pairs of boots and shoes made for institution, . 972
" " " repaired for . 1,715

" shoes made for contractors, . . . 2,100

boots closed,. : 8.832

shoes " 64,063

boot backs stitched, .... 4,164

" " shoes bound, ...... 2,216

Amount due for boots closed, $83 00

Amount due for shoes sold, . . . . . 116 58

Amount received, closing boots and shoes, . . 1,913 76

Amount of work done for institution, . . . 926 20

Amount of stock on hand, ..... 50 00

$3,089 54 ^

Amount of stock on liand at commence-

ment of the year, . . . $101 20

Amount expeiided for stock during the

year, 564 60

Amount expended for tools and other

expenses, . . . . . 117 15

Wages and board of overseer, . . 450 00

: $1,232 95

Balance in favor of shop, ..... $1,856 59

tailor's shop.

The average number of boys in this shop has been about

ninety. They make and repair all the boy's clothing,, bed-

ding, 6cc.

The following statement is gathered from the monthly reports

of the matron in charge of this department:

—

Made 935 jackets. Made 288 caps,

" 1,068 pairs pants, " 129 bedticks,
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Made 596 pairs snspeiulers,

853 " socks,

355 aprons,

J, 422 shirts,

812 hats bound,

17 bed spreads,

123 handkerchiefs,

" 537 sheets,

71 pillows,

Made 1,050 pillow cases,

" 311 towels,

" 83 vests,

117 pairs mi I tens,

" 44 comforters,

4 curtains,

1 1 linen sacks,

42 frocks.

Whole number articles made

Repaired 3,094 jackets,

" 6,024 pairs
;
ants,

" 6,653 shirts,

" 4,683 pairs socks,

Repaired 383 sheets,

" iOO spreads,

" 180 aproijs,

" 97 bedticks,

19 frocks.

Whole number repaired during the year.

8,955

21,233

FARM.

In the statement of the farming operation is included all the

labor performed upon the ground of the new building.

The digging of the cellar, and all the trench walls, together

with the digging anddrawijig nearly all the stones for the walls

of the cellar was done by the boys. This has required niany

boys, and much lime, and has saved a large amount to the

State, though the income arising from the labor cannot be

shown on our books.

The expenses of the farm account have been much increased

by this labor, as tools and teams were provided by the farm.

To accomplish this labor we were obliged to purchase an addi-

tional team of four oxen
;

this, together with the cost of keep-

ing, has much increased the exf^enses charged to the farm

account. In this co'nnection I take ])leasure in expressing my
obligations to the steward and farmer (Mr. Leach) and his

assistants, for their prompt services in accomplishing, with boys,

so great an amount of labor. It is with, nnich regret that we
lose the valuable services of Mr. Leach, he having been \v\t\) us

since the fu'St spring after the institution was opened. Wo
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have ever found him a faithful, kind, and obliging co-laborer, in

the responsibility of conducting the affairs of the farm. His in-

fluence over the boys has been of the purest character, and he

has enjoyed their kindest confidence and respect.

The following facts are gathered from the report of Mr.

Leach, the steward and farmer :

—

''Since the last report there have been 23,219 days' labor

(of six hours each) of boys, as follows, viz. :—on town road,

2,746; on grounds, &c., around the institution, not connected

with farming, 1,111; on enlargement, 3,719; shop cellar, 183;

steam mill building, 344
; the balance, 15,117 days, on the

farm, 1,552 of which have been in permanent improvements on

the farm, as follows : 1,005 days have been performed in mak-

ing road and grading walks, &.c. ; 547 in digging and drawing

stone for 75 rods of wall ; the remaining 13,565 days in the

ordinary farming operations.

There has been raised the present year, as follows, viz. :

—

35 tons English hay, at $20 00 $700 00

19 n meadow '' 10 00 190 00

25 li corn fodder, 6 00 150 00

6 il oat straw, . 10 00 60 00

1530 bushels potatoes, 40 612 00

1125 u corn. 90 1,012 50

100 u oats. 50 50 00

6 11 beans, . 2 00 12 00

2097 11 carrots, . 25 524 00

1410 It Swedish turnips, 20 282 00

18 11 English turnips, 20 3 60

54 n beets. 25 13 50

34 a parsnips, 25 8 50

75 11 onions, . 40 30 00

428 cabbages, . . . . 5 21 00

940 boxes strawberries, 215 26

38 raspberries, 9 50

152 barrels apples 1 00 152 00

11 J bushels pears, . 1 00 11 50

quinces, 50 3 75
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Vegetables used through the season, .$25 00

5839 gallons milk, 11 642 29

877 pounds butter, . 22 192 94

2870 beef 5 143 50

5306 pork, .
71 397 95

1670 veal. 6 100 20

31 swine sold alive, 163 50

76 cords wood, . .$4 50 315 00

Young cattle sold. 40 00

$6,082 14

The live stock now on the farm consists of

8 oxen,

2 steers, 3 years old,

1 Ayreshire bull, 7 years old,

1 half 2

1 half Durham, 8|- months old,

18 cows,

6 heifers, 3 years old,

5 u 2

2 6 and 7 months old,

5 veal calves,

3 horses,

59 swine,

Estimated at $2,354 00

After charging the farm with wages and board of men em-

ployed, and all other expenses as they daily occur, and credit-

ing all the produce which has not been expended on the same,

as also all labor performed on such improvements as are not

included in usual farming operations: deducting for labor of

men and teams on permanent improvements, a balance will re-

main for the compensation for the labor of the boys (charging

no interest on farm) of $2,612 50.

We have used during the year 1,860 loads of manure-, and

have on hand from five to six hundred loads.^*

The income of the farm has increased every year since the

institution was opened, as will be seen from the folLowing

5
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statement condensed from the annual reports for the four last

years :

—

The estimated value of the produce of the farm

for the year ending November 30, 1849, . $3,181 04
" " 1850, . 3,975 21

" " " " 1851, . 5,163 15

" " 1852, . 6,082 14

The income for the present year is nearly double what it

was in 1849.

For the year ending November 30, 1S50, the in-

come, after deducting all expense, was . $1,308 28

Same for year ending November 30, 1851, . 2,126 79

" " 1852, . 2,612 50

Income doubled in three years.

HEALTH.

The general health of the boys was good until about the

middle of August, when a lad was taken sick with the typhoid

fever, on the second or third day after he was received. It soon

spread to other members of the school, and prevailed with

more or less severity for about three months. The number of

cases of this disease was sixty-two—two of which died.

Dr. H. H. Ris-ing was very attentive, and ever manifested

much kindness, skill, and humanity, in the care and treatment

of the sick. He spent much time with them, and was unspar-

ing in his efforts to restore them to health.

The few deaths among so many cases of this fearful disease

is sufficient evidence of his skill and ability as a physician, for

which he receives our warmest thanks.

Seven deaths have occurred during the year from the follow-

ing diseases, viz. :—two of consumption, one of lung fever,

two of inflammation of the stomach, and two from typhoid

fever.

The general health of those now in the school is very good.

We are under great obligations to the citizens of Westboro' for

their kindness and sympathy for our suffering family during the

prevalence of the fever with us, manifested especially in watch-

ing with the sick, for which their services were freely offered.
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SCHOOL DEPARTMENT.

The boys are divided into four principal classes. The first

and second classes compose the lower department, each of

which is subdivided into four divisions.

The thij'd and fourth classes constitute the upper or more

advanced department, each of which is divided into three di-

visions.

Class first contains beginners in reading, spelling, and the

first principles of arithmetic, in geography, and in writing.

Class second includes those who can read easy lessons.

They study practical arithmetic in addition to the studies of

class one.

Class third comprises those who can read in books generally,

and attend to reading, writing, spelling, practical arithmetic,

and many of them, to grammar.

Class fourth is more advanced, and pursuing the branches of

the third class and History of the United States.

Those committed during the year have entered each class as

follows :

—

1st Division. 2d Division. 3d Division. 4th Division. Total.

Entered Class No. 1, . 48 47 10 9 114
« " " 2, . 7 4 6 2 19
" " " 3, . 15 3 6 24
a i< " 4, . 4 1 2 7

Those discharged during the year, were from the following

classes :

—

1st Division. 2d Division. 3d Division. 4th Division. TotaL

Discharged from Class No. 1, 4 3 3 4 14
(( it {( ti 2 3 4 8 8 23
(( (( (( (( 3 4 2 5 11
{( u (( «

4^ 13 20 51 84

By the above table it will be seen that 114 were received into

the lowest class, and only 14 discharged from that class ; and

only 7 received into the highest class while the discharges

were 84. Fourteen of those now in the highest class entered
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the lowest when received, 6 of whom did not know the

alphabet.

The following have been promoted to higher classes :

—

1st Division. 2d Division. 3d Division. 4th Division. Total.

Promoted from Class No. 1, 20 37 60 62 179
(( u (( 2 64 50 65 72 251
U 11 it il 3 67 62 58 - 187
il « u u 49 36 - - 85

Present number in each class

1st Division. 2d Division. 3d Division. 4th Division. Total.

Present number in Class No.l, 35 26 25 22 108
U (( (( 2 19 18 17 17 71

(( (( i( (( 3 26 28 26 80
(( a u 11 ^ 28 26 29 83

Present number in the school, 341.

Of these, read books generally, with more or less cor-

rectness, ........ 233

Read easy lessons, ....... 74
" by syllables, 34

341

Have studied practical arithmetic, .... 269
" " Colburn's First Lessons, ... 117

" through simple rules of practical arithme-

tic, . . . . . 28
" " " Reduction, .... 54

Fractions, .... 27

Rule of Three, or Proportion, . 18

" Profit and Loss,.... 26
" " Cube Root, .... 9

Geography, 255

History of United States, ... 30

" Grammar, 60

" " Mental Algebra, 6

286 write on paper, and many of them with a good degree

of neatness, and the remainder on slates.
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The above tables show that much has been clone in the

school, which is the best testimonial of the fidelity and success

of the teachers.

Our teachers have many discouragements to contend with,

which are not applicable to other schools, in the constant

change of boys, by sending out the best and most intelligent,

and filling their places, in a great measure, by the ignorant and

midisciplined. This constant change renders proper classifica-

tion in the school difficult, for when the school is well classified,

in a few weeks the higher classes will have been broken up,

so many having left them.

I think the school is in as good condition at the present time

as at any period heretofore.

The institution is still highly favored by the valuable labors

of the gentlemen and ladies of Westboro' who are connected

with the Sabbath school as teachers. Their untiring diligence

and success in securing the confidence and love of the boys,

shows conclusively what power there is in kindness, judiciously

bestowed.

We are under renewed obligations to those friends who have

so long sent us valuable books and papers, which have been

much sought by the numerous members of our youthful family.

John Ball, Esq., of Salem, who always remembers us with

so much kindness, has laid us under renewed obligations by the

very acceptable donation of a well selected package of books.

We are indebted to Hon. John Davis for valuable public doc-

uments, for which he has our grateful thanks, and to the

publishers of the following journals or periodicals, which we
have regularly received :—American Traveller, Olive Branch,

Youths' Companion, Massachusetts Spy, Cataract, National

^gis, Lowell American, Cambridge Chronicle, Essex County

Mercury, Essex County Freeman, Salem Register, Assistant to

to the Missionary at Large, and Pennsylvania Journal of Prison

Discipline
; and to the publishers in New York for the Phre-

nological and Water Cure Journal, and the Student.

In conclusion, the superintendent takes pleasure in expressing

his thanks to the board of trustees for the counsel they have

uniformly extended to him in the management of the affairs of

the institution, and for their co-operation in every matter de-
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signed to promote the welfare and reformation of the members

of the school.

In this connection he would not fail to speak of the fidelity,

kindness, and courtesy, manifested by the assistant superinten-

dent in the discharge of the important duties resting upon him.

His efforts in the maintenance of good order and industry, un-

der all circumstances in which he has been called to act, are

duly appreciated ; and the chaplain, steward, matron, and all

others in any way connected with him in the management of

the institution, receive his grateful thanks for the devotion and

fidelity manifested by them in their various and often perplex-

ing duties.

With a sincere desire for the permanent good of the school,

and pledging to its interest his entire time and effort while con-

nected with it, the superintendent respectfully submits this

report.

W. R. LINCOLN, Superintendent

State Reform School, >
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CHAPLAIN'S REPOET.

To the Honorable Board of Trustees^ the Chaplain respect-

fully submits his Third Annual Report.

The closing year has been one of peculiar pleasure and pain.

Sorrows have been mingled with joys, and chastenings with

mercies. Never before have we been visited with so extensive

and protracted illness, and never before have the remedies em-

ployed been more signally blessed in speedy restoration to

health. And while God has laid his hand so heavily on so

many of our youthful charge, none who ministered to their

numerous wants have been taken from their duties by serious

illness. We are now rapidly returning to our usual good

health, and but few cases have terminated fatally. Seven

times have we been summoned to the sad performance of

funeral rites, and laid in the narrow house the crushed and

withered hopes of parental affection. Some mysteriously sunk

and died, with only a few hours' warning
;

others, as many
short weeks sufficed to prostrate and overpower; while others

still gradually relinquished the buoyancy of life's sunny spring-

time, from lingering and insidious disease. But it must be

attributed to the superabounding goodness of God, that these

visitations have been no more frequent, when we remember

how despairingly we looked upon some, who are now restored

to perfect health and the performance of their ordinary duties.

Thus, while we remember the past, and weep with those who
weep, we may still recognize the bow in the cloud, although

its beauties have sometimes seemed scarcely visible, while we

say from the heart, "The Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken

away; blessed be the name of the Lord."

The usual devotional exercises have been conducted morn-
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ing and evening, with the general attendance of all connected

with the institution, as heretofore; and have heen listened to

with appropriate attention on the part of the boys. This daily-

recognition of the Divine Hand in all the events of life, we
may hope, will so accustom their thoughts to recur to the

Source of all mercies, at the beginning and close of each day,

as that they will not willingly neglect so plain and pleasing a

duty, when removed from the fostering influences by which

they are here surrounded.

It may be mentioned in this connection, that quite a large

number habitually attend devotions, in the privacy of their

own dormitories. Their conduct through the day may not

have been such as to merit approval. Temptation and passion

may have prevailed over conscience and judgment, when lured

by evil counsel or bad example. But when at the hour of

retiring they find themselves alone with God, the time and the

circumstances are such, as are peculiarly fitted to induce reflec-

tion. With some, it is the hour when they have been taught

to repeat their evening thanksgiving, in their own chambers

at home, or have gathered around the family altar. Whether

it be the simple petition of infant days, or that which finds

words suited to conscious need, the sight of a wayward and

impetuous youth, who has refused admonition and despised

reproof, on his knees before his Maker, is at once impressive

and touching ; and furnishes encouragement for renewed ef-

forts in his behalf.

The efliciency of our chapel services and Sabbath school has

been somewhat abridged during the past three months, in con-

sequence of our being obliged to surrender the chapel for the

proper accommodation of the sick. During this time, the

school and recitation-rooms have been used for the exercises of

the Sabbath school, and one of the school-rooms has served for

a chapel. Under such circumstances, with more than three

hundred crowded into a room designed to accommodate only

one hundred and fifty, there has unavoidably been much con-

fusion. We are happy to be able to say that this state of

things no longer exists, and that these exercises are now con-

ducted, as formerly, in the chapel.

There is reason to believe that the truths of the Gospel have
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made lasting impressions on the minds of some, but whether

they were such as to result in genuine conversion, eternity

alone must reveal. There have been interesting cases of serious

inquiry throughout the year. At one time, I met some six or

eight, two or three times a week. Some of them still cherish

a desire for newness of life. Others soon relinquished their

purpose of consecration to God, from influences which they

could not find strength to resist. The hindrances which stand

opposed to the judgment of a seriously disposed youth, in such

an institution as this, are neither few ,nor small. Here, it is

peculiarly true that the good and the bad are mingled together.

While there are those who are penitent for the past and desi-

rous to retrieve it in the future, there are also those who have

never been made sensible of the insecurity of the ground on

which they stand. This latter class, is always, by far, the

larger of the two. When, therefore, a boy gives himself up to

reflection, and purposes to lay the foundation of his future

character in Christian principle, he meets with opposition from

those to whom he most naturally turns for assistance and en-

couragement. His nearest companions and dearest friends

endeavor to persuade, it may be to drive him, from the high

position he has taken, instead of sympathizing with his feel-

ings and yielding to his counsel. Their opposition is often man-

ifested in ways the most trying
;
by circulating reports among

the boys which have a tendency to make him an object of sus-

picion, or by taunting him Avith some unfortunate occurrence

in his past life, of which they have knowledge. It may be, he

is called by the not very grateful name of " hypocrite ;" and

the somewhat singular accusation of "forsaking his religion,"

has sometimes been made. A few have sufficient fortitude to

Insist the tide of opposing influences thus let loose upon them;

but most regard the obstacles as too great to be surmounted
j

and, yielding their convictions of truth and of duty, soon re-

lapse into their former state of mind. It is with profound

gratitude that we recall any instances of those who have come

off" conquerors.

The value of the Sabbath school in such an institution as

this, can hardly be over-estimated The youth committed, as

might be supposed, are grossly ignorant of the truths revealed

6



42 STATE REFORM SCHOOL. [Jan.

in the sacred Scriptures. Their attendance upon the means
of grace has been slight ; and although it is just this class of

children which the Sabbath school is specially designed and

fitted to benefit, very few have enjoyed its advantages with

any degree of regularity.

It is impossible to say accurately, what have been the ad-

vantages, in this particular, of those who have been admitted

the past year ; but the following statement of the boys them-

selves, probably presents the subject in quite as favorable a

light as it can be viewed :

—

Whole number of new admissions, .... 146

Have been regular in their attendance, . . . 10

Irregular,......... 70

Have attended but a few times. ... . . 52

Never attended, ....... 14

These youth, so ignorant of religious truth, have continued

to enjoy the instruction of competent teachers, as formerly,

mostly from the village, two miles distant. They have per-

formed their task with patience and fidelity, after hoping

against hope, and their eff'orts have been crowned with a good

degree of success. The quarterly meetings have been seasons

of interest, when we have been favored with the presence of

persons interested in Sabbath schools generally, but particu-

larly in ours.

The whole number of verses of Scripture committed

to memory the past year, is ... . 138,756

The average to a pupil for the year, is about . . 500

The average to a pupil for each Sabbath, is nearly . 10

There is reason to believe that so much divine truth,

treasured up in the mind, will not be entirely forgotten. We
may hope that in future years, it will be awakened by passing

occurrences, though it may have long slumbered in the mem-
ory ; and serve to restrain, support, or console, as circumstances

may require. The indelibility of religious instruction, has been

forcibly illustrated in one or two instances, the past year,

which have come under my observation; and they are worthy
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of note. A small boy, prostrated with fever, was seized with

delirium at the commencement of his illness. For many days

it was difficult to engage his attention scarcely a moment, to

ascertain his feelings or to learn his real wants. His lan-

guage was broken and incoherent ; and that endearing name,

mother,^ ^ was given to all who approached his bedside, as

with childish simplicity he requested them to hear him say

his prayers," and repeated, with singular earnestness and

beauty, the words of petition he had learned years before, from

maternal lips. In the case of those who died, it is a pleasing

reflection, that, while God in mysterious wisdom so suddenly

removed some, that they had no time to think of the future to

which they hasted, and rendered others apparently incapable

of the exercise of those thoughts which befit an immortal

spirit, in the exchange of worlds, by withdrawing their reason,

he graciously directed the attention of still others, through

weary weeks of protracted illness, to the contemplation of

those truths, which alone afford strength and peace in the

dying hour. The propriety with which they expressed their

feelings in view of approaching dissolution, and the simple

earnestness with which they commended themselves, and de-

sired others to commend them to Him in whose presence they

were so soon to stand, was such an exhibition of the power of

the Gospel, as reveals its beautiful adaptation to the weakest,

as well as to the most powerful mind. My last interview with

one of them, was but a few hours before his death. He seemed

dwelling as much in the future, as in the present ; now pour-

ing out his own soul in prayer, now desiring that he might be

remembered by others at the mercy seat. There were times

when he seemed lost in his own contemplations ; and these

were more protracted, as he drew nearer and nearer to the

close of his life. But the intervening moments were spent in

repeating such passages of the sacred Scriptures, as his mem-
ory had treasured in health. It was in the last of these lucid

intervals, that he opened his eyes, already dim and inexpres-

sive, and repeated those beautiful words of the Saviour :

—

Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I

will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me
;

for 1 am meek and lowly in heart, and ye shall find rest unto
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your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light."

There was no hesitation or faltering. They were the last

words that could be distinguished with certainty. I have no

doubt they were learned in the State Reform School.

I have mingled freely with the boys, and enjoyed almost

daily interviews with them. Some, Nicodemus-like, have de-

sired to see me alone, by night. To all, I have given counsel

as I have had opportunity. Many of the facts thus elicited,

would be found interesting and instructive, could they be de-

tailed, as they illustrate the influences under which many of

the rising generation are growing up.

We are looking forward with pleasure, to the completion of

the enlargement now going forward, and I think we may ex-

pect to see it filled at the close of another year.

It is also gratifying to know that so much is being done for

vicious and vagrant youth, in many of our sister States.

The Superintendent, and all other officers of the institution,

from whom I have received favors, will accept my sincere

thanks.

To Mr. Moses O. Ayres, the indefatigable Superintendent of

the Sabbath school, and those teachers, who have with such

generous devotion sustained its interests, I am especially

grateful.

P. LINCOLN CUSHING, Chaplain.

State Reform School,

Westborough, Mass., Nov. 30, 1852.
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT.

Westborough, December 4, 1852.

To the Trustees of the State Reform School :

Gentlemen—In presenting a report to your Board upon the

health of the inmates of this institution for the past year, it

may be stated, in general terms, that the first four months

would compare favorably with the corresponding period of the

preceding year
;
although the usual prevalence, at this season,

of inflammatory affections of the lungs and eyes has continued,

with but little abatement.

Seven have died during the year, of the following diseases

:

two of Consumption, one of Lung Fever, two of Typhoid

Fever, two of Inflammation of the Stomach. The two latter

were very rapid in their progress to a fatal issue, and gave but

little alarm to the officers of the house until it had become too

late for remedies to be of any avail. That they were the sub-

jects of agents operating with great energy upon the inner

membranes of the stomach, was verified by examination ; but

what should have induced such a high degree of inflammation

of this organ, with points of erosion, in so short time as inspec-

tion indicated, was not satisfactorily shown by a chemical

analysis of the fluids contained in the stomach at death. There

is some ground for suspicion that they may have eaten cakes

of paint used for water colors, as some of these contain arsenic

and other poisonous substances.

There have been sixty-two cases of typhoid fever in the

house since the middle of August. The disease has assumed

its ordinary form, except where the lungs were inflamed, or

congested, which has been an element endangering life, more
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or less, in about one-third of the number. Thirty was about

the average number sick at one time during the month of Sep-

tember. One remains sick. With this exception, the boys gen-

erally have never appeared in better health than at this time.

YourS; respectfully,

H. H. RISING.



1853.] HOUSE—No. 2. 47

APPENDIX.

Extracts from Letters received from Masters^ relative to Boys

who have been apprenticed,

Decemher 20, 1851.

After a delay of a week, I am able to answer your inquiries in relation to

Richard. He has been well, and is at present—deportment good. He is con-

tented, and goes to school this winter. He observes the Sabbath, and attends

meeting and the Sabbath school. He is a good boy, and his prospects in future

are good. He enjoys my confidence.

January 31, 1852.

Michael's health is, and has been good, since he has lived with me. His

conduct has generally been good, but he has less energy than some boys of his

age. He is very fond of his books—has attended school nine weeks, and will

continue in school three months.

^pril 6, 1852.

I write to inform you of the welfare of the boy I took from your school about

a year since. After the connection I have had with him, I feel it a duty that I

owe to your institution to express my satisfaction, as it regards the conduct and

improvement of James, thus far. I think he has made good proficiency in his

books during the term of school which has now closed ; and I hope, with the

blessing of God, that our connection may be pleasant and profitable to us, and

acceptable to him.

Apnl 13, 1852.

C.'s conduct is good ; he likes his employment. He has attended school

three months this winter, and observes the Sabbath and attends meeting regu-

larly. He seems to enjoy himself, and is contented—has a good disposition,

and is trustworthy.

April 20, 1852.

I take pleasure to inform you that Master P. answers my expectations well

;

seems to be contented, and takes hold of his work with energy. I shall do

what I can for him, and I think he will become aware of his own interests, as

an inducement for him to conduct well.
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June 12, 1852.

I am very well pleased with Charles ; he seems to be a very good boy, so

far. I like him very much indeed.

July 17, 1852.

Calvin is a good boy, and is doing very well. He is now attending school,

and learns well.

August 4, 1852.

Claradon's general deportment is much better than it was previous to his

going to your institution, and we hope and trust that he will continue to im-

prove, and become useful and respected. In conclusion, I would say, that I

think the lessons he learned while at your valuable institution have been very

beneficial to him, and hope they may never be erased from his memory. He
sends his love to you and all the officers and boys.

September 17, 1852.

Henry's health has been good. His character seems to be improving. As

far as the trade is concerned, I like him very well ; he has done as much as

can be expected from one so young. He likes his trade.

September 20, 1852.

I write to inform you that Joseph, the boy I took from you last November,

has, since he has been with me, enjoyed good health, and is very well liked.

JVovember 10, 1852.

Yours of the 10th was duly received. You are anxious to know how Samuel

is doing. I can say, he has been a good boy, thus far ; and I have no reason

to think he intends to do otherwise. I shall ever think it has been a great

benefit to him to be under your instruction and counsel, and here desire to

express my thanks to you and the other officers of the institution, for tiieir

kindness and efforts in his behalf.

JVovember 13, 1852.

After nearly six months' acquaintance with James, I have the pleasure to

inform you that he has more than met every anticipation of mine. He has

proved himself faithful on all occasions— is a very pleasant member of our

family—seems very tractable to learn about his employment—always ready

and in perfect good humor to perform all that we require of him, and is gaining

the esteem and good will of all with whom he becomes acquainted. His

health has been good, and he seems determined to become a respectable, useful

citizen in the community.

JVovember 19, 1852.

I am happy to inform you that T have found Thomas a better boy tlian I

expected. He has done well—has been faithful to me ; more so than could

hardly be expected from one situated as he was while young.

He has made a public profession of religion, and united himself with the

church ; and so far as can be judged, manifests generally a Christian spirit.

He attended school three months last winter, and made commendable progress.
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Mvemher 22, 1852.

James remains with me, and gives satisfaction, and seems likely to improve.

He conducts well, and has, since coming under my charge, and gets along very

well with his trade. He is now attending school.

Jfovemher 22, 1852.

Matthew has been a good boy, and seems to be satisfied with his employ-

ment. He will attend school three months this winter. He seems to enjoy

himself, and is contented.

JVovemher 23, 1852.

I am happy to say, that Edward is now an obedient and good boy, and seems

to care for his own interest and mine. He appears happy.

A feiv Extracts from Letters received from Boys ivho have been Discharged from

the Institution.

January 24, 1852.

Mr. Lincoln,

Dear Sir :—I felt very much disappointed not to see you when you was up

here ; I was gone to B.

I am very well contented with my place. Sometimes, when I think what a

good place I have got, I wish that I could exchange it v/ith some of the good

boys there. But I suppose that I need to stay here sometime yet, before I

shall do to go out into the world to take care of myself.

I cannot help feeling grateful to the State Reform School and its officers,

for I believe tliey have saved me from destruction. From your Pupil.

April 8, 1852.

Mr. Lincoln,

Dear Sir :—I cannot delay writing to you any longer, to express my sincere

thanks to you, and through you to the officers of the institution, for your kind-

ness to me while a member of the State Reform School. It will never be for-

gotten ; and I trust the means there used for my benefit will prove a blessing

to me. I have been quite sick, but the Lord has seen fit to restore me to health

once more. I am now at work at my trade—a painter—and get along frst

rate. While I am painting, I sometimes think how many happy days I spent

while there, and I feel to thank God that I am a better boy, and you for making

me so. Yours, &c.

June 1, 1852.

Dear Friend :—Please excuse me for not writing to you before now. Cir-

cumstances prevented it.

I do not know how to express my gratitude which I feel for the blessings

bestowed upon me when I entered the institution. I do, sir, most truly believe

that if I had been suffered to go on, it would have been my ruin.

7
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I am happy to inform you that 1 have tried hard to conquer the disgusting

habit of using tobacco, and have succeeded in doing so. I formerly took pride

in it ; 'now I abhor it, and wish all the boys would do so.

I now bid adieu, &-c.

Mvember 15, 1852.

My Dear Friend :—Your letter of the 12th was received by me on the eve-

ning of the 13th, the perusal of which gave me a great deal of pleasure in one

sense, and regret in another ;—pleasure, to hear from you, and regret to learn

the deaths since I left the school; and it impresses upon my mind a sense of

our thankfulness to God for the many blessings of health which he has given

us, while he has taken so many of our fellow beings from this earth, to be

judged for the deeds they have done in the body.

Although I never yet have made a profession of religion, yet from this mo-

ment I will endeavor, according to the best of my ability, do what I believe

to be right, and I am sure, if I follow and obey the advice and instruction

which was imparted to me by my Sabbath school teacher (Mr. Boutelle) and

also by the trustees and yourself, I cannot but help doing good, and what is of

still more importance, feel that I am doing my duty to God, which I regard as

being but small return for the many blessings he has bestowed upon us.

You are aware, I suppose, of the approaching period when I shall again

associate with school-mates, and enter, for the first time in my life, into a

country school-house, there to commence to be more familiarly acquainted with

the boys of this village. I hope you will not learn any bad report from me
while I am a member of this school. You know my disposition, and if I should

be inclined to err, I hope you will not be discouraged and think I am going to

continue so.

My master is all that I could wish ; he is kind and condescending. By con-

descending, I do not want to have you understand he is willing to have me do

wrong, for he is entirely the contrary. Having no children of his own, he

therefore is more like a father towards me. I will conclude by informing you

that he uses me a great deal better than I expected to be used when I left the

institution. Yours, truly.

The following is a Letter written from a Boy in the Institution to his Parents^

copied without correction in any respect.

September 18, 1852.

Dear Father :—I now take this pleasant opportunity to let you know how I

am getting along. I am still enjoying very good health, for which I thank

God. I have been very much surprised to see wliat rapid progress I have

made in my studies since I have been here. When I first came here, I was in

the lowest class but three. I am now in the second division of the highest

class in the school, and I shall still try to improve while I have such a good

opportunity as I now have, and I know if I try to improve all the privileges I

here enjoy, I shall never be sorry for it in after life.

I hope William and Edward are still good boys. Indeed, I feel a great deal
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of anxiety about them, while they remain in the city. You know there are a

great many temptations in the city, but 1 hope they will not allow themselves

to be enticed away by any of the wicked company which they see from day to

day ; and if they do, you may rest assured that it will be their ruin.

And I hope you will bring them up under such right and honest principles,

so that they may be able to resist all temptations which they may encounter in

after life.

I should like very much to see them, and I hope it will not be long before

either you or mother will be up to see me, with them.

From your affectionate son, J. G.
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