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INSPECTORS 5 REPORT

To His Excellency the Governor, His Honor the Lieutenant

Governor, and Honorable Council of the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts.

A kind. and beneficent Providence has graciously brought us

to the close of another financial year ; and with it the Inspectors

of the State Almshouse, at Monson, submit their Fourth Annual

Report.

The subject of Almshouses, and how far the Commonwealth

should extend its liabilities on account of them, belongs to the

legislature, being approved by the governor, to determine. It

is our duty as Inspectors, in connection with the superintendent,

to carry forward to completion such work as is placed by their

wisdom in our hands : honorably to ourselves and usefully to

the Commonwealth.

The reports of the superintendent, physician, and chaplain,

as presented to the Inspectors, are truthful, concise, and easily

understood ; we therefore annex them to our own, as a part

thereof, and worthy a careful perusal.

The statistical information found in the superintendent's

report gives as the whole number in the institution

—

December 1, 1856, 713

Admitted, and born in the institution since Dec. 1, '56, <o6(j
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Discharged, deserted, and indentured since Dec. 1, '5Q, 699

Died, 42

Remaining, ........ 638

There has been an increasing demand for children from the

institution, since it has been known that a thorough course of

training and discipline has been established, and that the

various means calculated to improve the moral, intellectual,

and physical growth of the little unfortunates thus thrown

upon the charity of the Commonwealth have been applied

with even greater success than' the most sanguine friends of

the institution anticipated.

The legislature of 1857 appropriated twelve hundred dollars

for the erection of a suitable building in which to place those

afflicted with that loathsome disease, smallpox, and for other

purposes. The building has been erected at a cost of about

four hundred and fifty dollars, ($450,) and has already been

occupied by six persons at one time, demonstrating' clearly the

wisdom of the appropriation. It is located where no fear from

infection can arise, and is at the same time easy of access from

the institution, thereby affording a receptacle for the sick, and

security for those in health.

Of the balance, four hundred and ninety-three -^\ dollars

have been expended in improvements and repairs, and the

remaining sum of two hundred and fifty-six -^fe dollars remains

in the treasury of the Commonwealth, undrawn.

It will be seen by the superintendent's report, that the

farm has commenced making a generous return for the labor

expended upon it, and the Inspectors have encouraged bringing

into subjection other lands adjoining that upon which so much

labor was expended the last year, so far as they could employ

the inmate help to rid the soil of stone lying scattered about

the grounds, and placing them in walls which are needed for

security.

Owing to the scarcity of inmate help much has been omitted

which ought to be done; but, so far as completed, the work is

permanent and important, and such as will commend itself to

the judgment of every candid witness. Much still remains to

be done, and we concur in the view of the superintendent,

expressed in his report, of the estimated value of products for
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another year, and the reduced expense attending the raising of

the same.

The schools are still under the instruction of Mr. H. W.
Stickney, assisted by Mrs. Harriet E. Darte and Misses Woods,

Stickney, and Elwell, whose indefatigable exertions for the

good of their pupils have secured for them the confidence of the

Inspectors and the respect of the schools.

It is but justice to the schools to say that the children have

a common degree of intelligence, and will compare favorably

with village schools.

The indorsement of the alien commissioners by their official

act, in sending children to the institution at Monson, does honor

to the good feeling and judgment of the commission, while at

the same time it makes us feel that the classification of children,

as recommended by us in a former Report, is the true course to

elevate them to the dignity of worthy citizens.

The committee of the legislature of 1857, as was their duty,

and as it will be the duty of subsequent committees, visited

this institution and entered into a thorough investigation of its

affairs ; and permit us to add, that, in our judgment, nothing

can be more beneficial to the institution, or gratifying to the

officers of it, than that it should be visited by the highest

functionaries of the government, and be made to pass the most

severe ordeal at their hands.

The report of the physician, Dr. Samuel D. Brooks, by whose

skill and tact the medical and sanitary departments are enjoying

such prosperity, is, as we believe, a statement of facts in regard

to health, and the way to promote and encourage a proper

development of the system, giving vivacity to the intellect,

muscle to the frame, and cheerfulness to the countenance of

each of the children—making them to feel that they should

become virtuous and intelligent citizens, and that those having

charge of them are interested to do all for them that is necessary

in order to secure so important a result ; and aided by the

assistant-physician, Dr. J. W. Hastings, who is in all respects

adequate to perform the duties of his office, the work is accom-

plished, and vigorous intellectual " responsibilities " are seen

on either hand.

The report, also, of the chaplain, Rev. E. B. Wright, is

encouraging to the friends of morality and religion throughout
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the Commonwealth ; and no one who knows this truly excellent

Christian man, retiring in disposition, modest in deportment,

and untiring in his efforts for the good of the institution, but

will say unhesitatingly, that his influence over the ductile minds

of the children cannot but be felt through coming years, and

over those who have arrived at maturity it is always for good.

In conclusion, the Inspectors take pleasure in saying that the

institution, in its superintendent and matron, has officers of no

ordinary merit ; and their integrity of purpose, with an adapta-

tion to any emergency—as well as the subordinate officers, by

their fidelity and honesty in the Commonwealth's service

—

commend them to our favorable regard.

For further particulars, suggestions, and explanations, we
beg to refer to the subjoined reports herewith presented.

G-. OLCOTT BLISS,)
CHAS. RICHARDS, \ Inspectors.

G. M. FISK,
)

State Almshouse, Monson,
\

September 30, 1857.
)
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT.

To the Inspectors of the State Almshovse, Monson:—

Gentlemen :—The following is a statement of the affairs of

this institution for the ten months ending September 30, 1857,

and is respectfully submitted to you for inspection.

The number in the institution at the commencement of

the year, December 1, 1856, ..... 713

The number of Men admitted during the year, . 267

Women admitted during the year, 138

Boys admitted during the year, . 157

Girls admitted during the year, . 104

Total, . . . . . . . 666

Whole number in the institution during the year, . 1,379

The number discharged and deserted, 631

Died, . . , . . 42

Indentured and now out on trial, 68

Total, ......
Present number of Men, . . . . 76

Women, .... 107

Boys, .... 298

Girls, .... 157

Total,

Present number under 5 years of age, . 77'

between 5 and 15 years of age, 378

between 15 and 40 years of age, . 112

between 40 and 60 years of age, . 50

over 60 years of age, . 21

Total, ......

741

638

638
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The number of children.having neither parent.

one parent, .

both parents,

Total number of children, .

95

206

154

455

The number of children having mothers in the institution, 89

Largest number of inmates at any one time, . . . 713

Smallest number of inmates at any one time, . . . 575

Whole number admitted since the institution was opened, 3,078

Nativities of persons admitted this year:

—

Massachusetts, . 189 Germany, . . 22

Other States, . 79 France, 2

Ireland, 276 Canada, . 17

England, 45 Other countries, . 9

Scotland, 20 Unknown, . 7

Nativities of persons now in the institution :

—

Massachusetts, . . . 303 Canada and British

Other States, . 76 Provinces, . 25

Ireland, . 196 Other foreign countries , 21

England, • 17

Towns from which paupers have been received this year :

—

Adams, . 7 Greenfield, . 13

Auburn, . 1 Huntington, 1

Agawam, . 1 Holyoke, . 26

Bernardston, . 1 Hinsdale, . 1

Bridgewater State alms- Longmeadow, 1

house, , 45 Lee, . ... 5

Belchertown, . 3 Lenox, 3

Boston, . . 27 Leicester, . 3

Chester, . 8 Millbury, . 4

Chicopee, . . 45 Mendon, 4

Deerfield, . . 2 Monson, 23

Fitchburg, . . 1 Milford, 17

Florida, . 1 Northampton, 20

Great Barrington, 2 Northbridge, 3

Grafton, . 1 North Brookfield, 1

Gardner, . 1 Orange, 1



1857.] PUBLIC DOCUMENT—No. 21.

Oxford, 3 Uxbridge, . 2

Palmer, 180 Warren, 1

Pittsfield, .

Eussell,

9

2

Westhampton,

Wilbraham,

1

1

Springfield,

Southbridge,

76

2

West Boylston, .

Washington,

1

6

South Hadley,

Southwick,

7

1

Westborough,

Ware,

1

3

Sheffield, . 1 Wales, 2

Shelburne, . 1 Worcester, . 50

Stockbridge, 4 Westfield, . 6

Sandisfield,

Spencer,

Templeton,

Tewksbury,

4

2

1

1

Worcester hospital,

West Springfield,

Williamstown,

4

8

4

SCHOOLS.

The schools, under the instruction of Mr. H. W. Stickney,

Mrs. H. E. Darte, Misses Katie Woods, Emma A. Stickney,

and E. A. Eelwell, are in a good condition. One of the older

girls, who has been a member of the school nearly three years,

and who, through the personal interest and attention of the

teachers, together with her own industry, has become qualified

to teach, now aids in teaching.

The number of pupils in the schools, Dec. 1, 1856,

Present number of pupils, ....
Number who read easily, ....

who read imperfectly,

in the alphabet, ....
Number who write with pen, ....

who write with pencil,

Number who study National Arithmetic,

Common School Arithmetic,

Mental Arithmetic, .

Intermediate Geography, .

Primary Geography,

144

178

48

74

93

368

370

370

167

1

20

78

12

50
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Number who study Grammar, . . . . . 20

Physiology, 1

United States History, . . 1

All the children have exercises in singing.

Quite a number of children have been added to the schools

from Boston, and Bridgewater State Almshouse, by the authority

of the alien commissioners. The fact that those who take

children from the institution into their families select the oldest

and best scholars, whose places are filled with those younger

and less advanced, should be taken into consideration in order

to appreciate the improvement and true character of the schools.

Notwithstanding this disadvantage, the general advancement of

the schools exceeds any former period. It has been our endeavor

to render them equal to any of our public schools, and a source

of just pride to every citizen who bears any part of the burden

of their support, and we are not altogether without evidence of

success.

FARM.

The farm has this year materially increased its products over

any previous year. It is also in a condition which promises a

much larger increase next year. The potato crop is less than

it would have been but for the rust. The first year the farm

produced only eight tons of hay ; the second year, twelve ; the

third year, fourteen ; and the present year, forty-six. The

coming year, with an ordinary season, it will produce from

seventy to ninety tons, at a moderate estimate,—thereby pre-

cluding the future necessity of purchasing hay, with a stock of

fifteen to twenty cows, three yoke of oxen, and three horses.

From this source alone, the farm will in future contribute to

the support of the institution, at least one thousand dollars

annually.

The productiveness of the farm, in other respects, has been

greatly improved during the last two years, yet there is much
more to be done in the way of fencing and subduing its rough

but naturally productive land. We have an abundance of

fertilizers of our own, and the significant question may be

repeated,—Shall these resources be made at once available in

the support of the institution ? The farm has been under the

charge of Mr. George Fisherdick from the first year, and he
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still continues to discharge the duties of farmer faithfully and

acceptably.

PRODUCE OF THE FARM.

46 tons hay, at $15,

20 bushels corn, at $1, .

280 u rye, at |1,

400 " potatoes, at 62 cts.,

125 " beets, at 25 cts.,

300 " turnips, at 25 cts.,

10 " beans, at $2, .

16,000 heads cabbage, at 4 cts.,

1,500 bushels carrots, at 28 cts.,

3 tons squashes, at $20,

10 " straw, at $7,

20 bushels peas, at $2,

30 " parsnips, at 50 cts.,

60 swine sold,

720 lbs. veal, at 11 cts., .

5,400 gallons milk, at 12^ cts.,

4,200 lbs. pork, at 11 cts., .

Beef butchered from stock bought this year,

$4,788 42
FINANCIAL REPORT.

On account of the improved condition of things at the com-

mencement of the year, we have not been under the necessity

of drawing nearly so much money from the treasury as during

the same time in preceding years ; and our present improve-

ments, on the farm and elsewhere, justify us in predicting a

still greater reduction of the expenses to the treasury the

ensuing year.

Received from the treasury of the Commonwealth,

from town of Leicester, for the support

of pauper, .....
for the support of pauper,

from inmates, .....
Amount accrued from sundry small sales, dis-

counts, &c, this and last year,

$690 00

20 00

280 00

248 00

31 25

75 00

20 00

640 00

420 00

60 00

70 00

40 00

15 00

217 50

79 20

675 00

462 00

745 47

$37,566 68

5 00

1 00

18 00

1,446 12

$39,036 80
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The expenditures of the year are as follows

For Salaries, wages, and labor, 87,587 63

Pry goods, ...... 3,353 94

Flour, 4,781 00

Meats, 5,631 13

Rice and West India goods, . 1,534 39

Milk, . . . . 2,024 26

Fuel and lights, . . . . . 3,561 31

Grain, ....... 976 24

Boots, shoes, and leather, . . . 894 57

Hay and straw, 636 86

Potatoes, beans, and apples, . 897 39

Butter and cheese, .... 388 65

Medical supplies, ..... 377 38

Soap, potash, and sand, .... 355 11

School books, stationery, postage, brooms,

brushes, freights, express, farm implements,

blacksmithiug, hardware, stove fixtures,

vinegar, salt, and furniture, 4,922 08

Pauper transportation, visiting sick paupers,

and lawsuit in case of settlement, 984 54

Appropriation for library, . 130 32

639,036 80

The amount expended does not show the actual cost of

supporting paupers, inasmuch as it includes expenses for trans-

porting paupers to their places of settlement, ascertaining settle-

ments of paupers, indenturing children, &c, &c.

To keep the expenses of the institution within the popular

prescribed limits, and render it in all respects satisfactory to an

enlightened public, is a task not easily performed. Of the

responsibility which the Superintendent has felt, under the

circumstances, you have not been unmindful.

IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS.

An appropriation of twelve hundred dollars was made to

this institution, by the last legislature, for building a smallpox

house, and for other purposes. Of this amount, 6943.60 have

been expended, and the balance, 8256.40, remains to be drawn
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from the treasury. We have built a smallpox house, twenty-

four feet in width by thirty-four in length, and one story high.

It is very conveniently located and arranged for its purposes,

and sufficient to meet all emergencies.

The buildings generally have been kept in a good state of

repair. The rear yard has been much improved ; considerable

stone wall built ; several acres of land cleared of stone, and

prepared for crops the coming year. The plumbing throughout

the house has been rearranged, more effectually to protect it

from injury by freezing. The cemetery grounds have been

improved ; the boys and girls' play-grounds essentially enlarged,

much to the happiness and health of the children.

A small blacksmith shop has been arranged, for light work,

under the carpenter's shop, and various other improvements

have been made in and about the premises, with a view to

convenience and economy.

MEDICAL DEPAETMENT.

The whole number admitted into the hospital, 52T

The number of births, 25

of deaths, 42

of discharged, ..... 423

remaining in the hospital, 8T

The number admitted into the hospital in December, 51

January, 73

February, 64

March, . 56

April, 34

May, . 50

June, 56

July, 44

August, . 60

September, 39
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List of Diseases.

[Oct.

Abscess, .

Apoplexy,

Amaurosis,

Amenorrhea,

Bronchitis,

Burns,

Caries,

Chilblain,

Convulsions,

Carbuncles,

Cancer of Lip,

Cancrum Oris,

Cholera Morbus,

Cholera Infantum,

Croup,

Disease of Heart,

Dislocation Shoulder,

Diarrhoea,

Dysentery,

Dyspepsia,

Enteritis,

Empyemer,

Erysipelas,

Epilepsy,

Fever, Simple,

Typhoid,

Intermittent,

Frost bite,

Fracture, Fibula,

Scapula,

Rib,

Ulna,

Humerus,

Gonorrhea,

Granular Conjunctivitis,

Hydrocephalus,

Hemipligia,

Hip Disease, .

10

1

3

11

26

3

5

11

2

4

1

2

10

12

5

3

2

9

4

3

5

1

5

3

11

10

7

8

1

1

1

2

2

Hepatitis,

Hooping Cough,

Iritis,

Internal Hemorrhage,

Marasmus,

Masturbation,

Molusca,

Menorrhagia,

Measles, .

Neuralgia,

Opthalmia, Catarrhal,

Opthalmia, Purulent,

Phthisis, .

Pericarditis,

Pneumonia,

Parturition,

Prolapsus Uteri,

Piles,

Parotitis,

Potts Disease,

Pleurisy, .

Rheumatism,

Rupture, Perineum and Bladder,

Syphilis, Primary,

Secondary,

Synoritis,

Scrofula,

Scarlatina,

Tinea Capitis,

Tonsititis,

Ulcer, Indolent,

Varicose,

Worms, .

Variola, .

Varioloid,

Varicella,

Total, . 527

Four amputations—one of the thigh, two of the leg, and one

of the arm—have been performed : two for caries and two for

frost bite.
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Deaths.

15

NAMES. Age. Date. Cause of Death.

John Driscoll, 75 years, Dec. 20, Apoplexy.

Peter Keating, 32 years, Jan'y 14, Phthisis.

Mary Ann Gillchrist, . 3 years, Feb'y 3, Bronchitis.

Charles Huntley, . 5 years, 3, Typhoid Fever.

Sarah Kerwin, 25 years, 11, Internal Hemorrhage.

William Shehea, . 6 months, 13, Marasmus.

Thomas Welch, 49 years, 13, Pneumonia.

Patrick Piggott, 41 years, 16, Phthisis.

George Coleman, . 11 months, 17, Hydrocephalus.

Maria Doolittle, . 9 months, 18, Hydrocephalus.

Mary Vanderpool, 75 years, 23, Old Age.

Daniel Durfee, 2 years, March 7, Marasmus.

James McGrath, . 12 years, 9, Scrofula.

Johanna Moran, . 9 months, 14, Croup.

Peter Vanderpool, 76 years, 18, Old Age.

Daniel 'Brine, 46 years, 24, Phthisis.

Davis, 2 weeks, April 3, Syphilis.

Thomas Finnegan, 1 year, 21, Cholera Infantum.

Ellen McKnight, . 3 years, May 7, Marasmus.

Thomas Hannegan, 7 years, 9, Hepatitis.

John F. Kelley, . 9 months, 13, Marasmus.

Lyman Curtis, 1 year, 28, Cholera Infantum.

Francis Cadavin, . 69 years, 29, Swinish habits.

Francis J. Palmer, 9 years, June 1, Phthisis.

George S. Clarke, 48 years, 12, Frost Bite.
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Deaths—Continued.

[Oct.

NAMES. Age. Date. Cause of Death.

George W. Biscoe, 17 years, June 18, Phthisis.

Claunder Humphrey, . 56 years, 20, Phthisis.

Ellen Doherty, 1 year, 20, Marasmus.

Thomas Welch, . 33 years, 24, Empyemer.

John Abbott, 29 years, July 1, Psoas Abscess.

William Johnson, . 75 years, 3, Old Age.

David Welch, 4 months, 13, Cholera Infantum.

Bridget Morrisey, 11 months, August 1, Hydrocephalus.

John C. O'Brine, . 8 months, 12, Marasmus.

Catharine Kurley, 1 year, 15, Cholera Infantum.

Eva A. Wallace, . 1 year, 17, Marasmus.

Bridget Lehee, 18 years, 24, Phthisis.

James Sullivan, 35 years, Sept. 1, Pericarditis.

Hannah Patterson, 3 years, 3, Potts Disease.

Ellen Murry, 16 years, 3, Hip Disease.

Mary Finnegan, . 8 months, 18, Marasmus.

Dennis McGrath, . 35 years, 20, Disease of Heart.

The number of deaths in December,

January, .

February,

March,

April,

May,

June,

July,

August,

September,

Total, 42
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The number of deaths under 1 year of age, . /. 10

between 1 and 5 yrs. of age, 10

5 and 15 yrs. jf age, 3

15 and 30 yr^. of age, 5

30 and 40 yrs. of age, 4

40 and 50 yrs. of age, 4

50 and GO yrs. of age, 1

over 60 yearsM age, . . 5

Total, — 42

It will be observed that our mortality, recognizing the condi-

tion and circumstances of those admitted, has not been large.

Diseases have readily yielded to treatment, and the health of

the institution compares favorably with any time past.

The children, with but few exceptions, are healthy and

robust, possessing increased vigor and more effectually resisting

the common causes of disease. Among an average of nearly

four hundred children, between the ages of five and fifteen,

only one acute case has resulted unfavorably.

The scarlet fever and measles prevailed to some extent in

the spring and summer, but attended with no instance of

fatality. Thirteen cases of smallpox have all recovered. There

have been but few cases of opthalmia. The eyes are stronger

and less susceptible to attacks from taking cold. No case of

permanent injury in sight or appearance, either by accident or

disease, has happened in the institution since it was opened.

These gratifying results are due, in no small degree, to the

healthful location of the institution, and care in the selection

and preparation of diet. Among so large a number, whose

systems have suffered from bad nutrition and neglect, frequent

change, stimulating and carefully prepared food, are indispen-

sable to improvement in health. Growing children, too, whose

systems are undergoing important changes in the formation of

structure, require a different diet from adults. The location is

not only such as to afford a large limit for open air exercise,

consistent with proper discipline, but from the elevation, its

clear and invigorating atmosphere is unsurpassed in New
England.

Dr. J. W. Hastings, my medical assistant, has rendered me
valuable service in this department.
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It is an alleviating circumstance to the heavy burden which

this class of expenditures imposes upon the people of the

Commonwealth, that out of an average of six hundred and

forty persons supported in this institution, nearly four hundred

are at an age wnich brings them under the training and

discipline of the school department, where they enjoy the best

advantages for instruction and improvement, while but for

such provisions they would be most likely to become any thing

but desirable members of society. If, by any means, good

citizens can be made out of a large number of those who,

if left to themselves, would become the pest and ruin of

society, it is obviously a wise policy to use such means for such

ends.

The sentiments which I have formerly expressed in regard to

the utility and importance of the classification of State paupers,

as a settled policy, remain unchanged.

Before multiplying institutions for the relief or improvement

of the various conditions of society, would it not be good policy

for the State to take some pains to ascertain whether the wants

of society may not be met better, and with less expense, by

improving or changing the character and arrangements of those

institutions already provided ? For instance, let one of these

institutions be recognized and fostered, as designed to prevent

the development of criminals among that class of children who
are congregated in the State almshouses, and would not a

prolific source of vice be in a great measure removed, and the

necessity of so extensive provisions for reforming already

developed criminals, greatly diminished ?

The old adage, u an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of

cure," expresses the true policy of economy in the bestowment

of our public charities, and one which is deserving of very care-

ful attention.

I feel under obligations to the Alien Commissioners for the

interest which they have manifested in the prosperity of the

institution, and for the assistance they have rendered me. I

acknowledge, also, in the management of the institution, the

faithful services of Mr. B. Wright, my Assistant-Superintendent

for the last three years. I can only speak in terms of approba-

tion of all my other officers for their faithfulness and common
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desire to promote the best interests of the institution. I

express my indebtedness to you, gentlemen, for your kindness

to myself and my family, and the readiness with which you

have at all times advised and sustained me in the discharge of

my duties.

Respectfully,

S. D. BROOKS,

Superintendent and Physician.

State Almshouse, Monson,
September 30, 1857.
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CHAPLAIN'S HEPOET

To the Inspectors of the State Almshouse, at Monson :

—

Gentlemen :—My field of labor is, in my view, an interesting

one. I often think that there is a striking resemblance between

persons to whom I am called to minister, and those to whom
the Saviour ministered, when he dwelt on earth. It devolves

on me to seek the spiritual good of the poor, the lame,

the blind, and the sick. There are in our congregation those

who have been taught erroneous sentiments, those who have

been grossly immoral, those who appear to be hardened sinners,

with some who seetn " not far from the kingdom of God," and

a few who give evidence of true piety. Nearly an hundred

adult inmates, more than three hundred children, and also

most of the officers of the institution, have commonly been

present at our Sabbath meetings. We have had excellent sing-

ing, and a good degree of interest has been manifested in the

exercises generally. I have myself preached in the chapel,

since the last yearly report, on all the Sabbath mornings but

two ; and on those I procured a supply, by exchanging with

other ministers. As in past years, I have superintended the

Sabbath school, and aided in teaching on Sabbath afternoons.

The school teachers, and several others, have commendably

assisted in the Sabbath school. Many children, who were

among the most forward the last year, have been removed from

the institution, and others have been admitted. The number

and attainments of the Sabbath school, therefore, do not appear

to vary much from what they were a year ago. Dr. Brooks,

the faithful superintendent of the institution, has given instruc-

tion to the inmates on Sabbath afternoons, previous to the

Sabbath school exercises, as in former years. I have conducted
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evening worship in the chapel, visited the sick and afflicted, and

attended funerals, as usual.

In regard to the result of efforts to promote the good of the

inmates, it may be remarked, that much immorality has proba-

bly been prevented ; those who gave evidence of piety when

they came to the institution, have appeared to be in a measure

edified ; now and then an instance of true conversion, it is

hoped, has occurred ; and it can hardly be questioned, that the

instruction which the children have received will, with the

divine blessing, prove of great advantage to many. In view of

my own services, however, I feel that I have no occasion for

boasting.

Very respectfully yours,

EBENEZER B. WRIGHT,

Chaplain.

State Almshouse, Monson, )

September 30, 185T.
J




