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INSPECTORS' REPORT

To His Excellency the Governor, and the Honorable Council

:

The Tenth Animal Report of the Inspectors of the State

Almshouse at Monson, for the year closing with September 30,

1863, is herewith submitted.

Besides detailing the financial condition of the institution

—

enumerating its expenses, and showing the aggregate,—there

is little to be said in addition to what the Inspectors have

remarked in previous Reports.

The number of inmates in the almshouse, at the time

of making our last Annual Report, was

Admitted and born during the past year,

Discharged, indentured, deserted and died, .

Remaining in the almshouse, September 30, 1863,

Average number supported through the year,

596

713

739

570

601

Decrease from the average number supported last year, 48

Cost per week of supporting each inmate, . . . $1.02-}-

Notwithstanding the advance in cost of almost every thing

consumed by the institution, expenses have been kept within

the limits of the appropriation made by the legislature, which

was the same as appropriated for annual expenses in several

previous years. To do this has required judicious, economical

management by the Superintendent.
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The inmates of the almshouse are, as follows :

—

Men, . . . . . . . 42

Women, 99

Boys, ' 264

Girls, 165

No able-bodied men have been inmates during the year, and

it has been necessary to hire help for almost the entire opera-

tions upon the farm. The boys have been employed to good

advantage in the cultivation of garden crops.

It has been considered good policy to convert a large portion

of the farm into grass land, with a view to raising milk, which

is a chief part of the food of the children. The product of

hay has this year reached one hundred and thirty tons, being

an increase of twenty-three tons over the crop of last year, and

one hundred and twenty-two tons over that raised the first

year after the farm came into possession of the State. The

crop has outgrown the capacity of the barn, and a considerable

quantity has been stacked in the field.

Another barn is very much needed, in which' to store pro-

ducts of the farm. With present accommodations, it is impos-

sible to keep stock enough to consume the hay and root crops.

The estimated expense of a new barn, suitable for present and

future wants, is three thousand dollars ($3,000.) The Inspec-

tors propose applying to the legislature for an appropriation to

meet this want.

More pasturing is also needed to feed stock in summer. For

several years a neighboring field has been rented, but we
believe it would be economy for the State to purchase pastur-

ing sufficient to maintain in summer such number of cows and

other stock as the hay and root crops are capable of feeding in

winter.

The unexpended balance of last year's appropriation, amount-

ing to six hundred seventy-seven dollars and twenty-five cents,

(1677.25,) by consent of the last legislature, will be used in

laying new floors. Four hundred and twenty-four dollars

($124) has already been expended for this purpose.

A dam erected across a small stream upon the farm, for the

purpose of making an ice and bathing pond, was carried away
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by a freshet last summer. It is necessary that the dam should

be rebuilt, as it affords a causeway across the stream much
used in going from one part of the farm to the other. The

expense of rebuilding will amount to about one hundred and

fifty dollars (1150.)

The hospital has received one hundred and thirty-nine less

patients than during last year ; and the mortality has also been

less. Pneumonia prevailed among inmates considerably last

winter, but no deaths occurred in consequence. Ophthalmia,

that pest of all almshouses, has not prevailed so extensively as

in several years past. The Physician's report, attached to our

own, furnishes a list of diseases treated, and the cause of

deaths which have occurred.

Number admitted to the hospital during the year, . . 506

Number of births, . 13

Number of deaths, 56

Discharged from hospital, 462

Remaining, September 30, 1863, ..... 63

The Chaplain's report, annexed, contains a brief record of

his ministry during the year. Services have been held regu-

larly in the chapel every Sabbath, and divine worship has been

attended every evening previous to the retiring of inmates.

A Sabbath school for the children, and a weekly prayer-meeting

in the men's hospital, have constituted a part of the religious

exercises.

The educational department has been in charge of one male

and three female teachers. An average of three hundred

children have attended the several schools, which will bear

favorable comparison with any of the common schools in the

Commonwealth.

One hundred and five children have been received from the

almshouse at Tewksbury.

One hundred and thirty-eight boys and girls have been

indentured during the year ; making seven hundred and sixty

children who have been provided with homes out of the alms-

house since its opening. They have been principally inden-

tured to farmers in the New England States. Among so large

a number, it is not surprising that some of them are returned
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to be indentured to other parties. These cases are not.

unfrequent, and the Superintendent and Inspectors are daily

engrossed with the care and welfare of these children.

Some of the boys indentured several years ago have grown

up to reward the Commonwealth for its charitable care, by

bearing arms in its name, in defence of the liberties and Con-

stitution of the Nation. During the past year one, at feast,

has sealed this testimony with his life-blood upon the field of

battle. The bounty-money of several of these young volun-

teers has been intrusted to the Inspectors, who have deposited

it in savings institutions.

When we consider how many children have been saved from

a life of pauperism and crime through the instrumentality of

this institution, we cannot but think that the salvation of even

one of these is worth more to society and the world than all

the almshouse has cost.

The inventory shows an increase in the valuation of property

to the amount of one thousand three hundred twenty-nine

dollars and twenty-seven cents (§1,329.27) over the valuation

of last year. This increase is chiefly due to the advance in the

price of fuel, and the increased productions of the farm.

INVENTORY.

Live stock on the farm, $2,350 75

Produce of the farm on hand, . . . 3,794 25

Carriages and agricultural implements, . . . 2,042 80

Machinery and mechanical fixtures, . . . 3,218 73

Beds and bedding in inmates' department, . . 6,061 31

Other furniture in inmates' department, including

apparatus for extinguishing fire, . . . 2,814 65

Personal property in Superintendent's department, 2,378 07

Ready-made clothing, 2,915 10

Dry goods, 820 87

Provisions and groceries, 1,068 77

Drugs and medicines, ...... 645 75

Fuel, . . . . .... . 4,174 00

Library, 321 67

$32,606 72
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OFFICERS, AND THEIR SALARIES.

John M. Brewster, Jr., M. D., Superintendent,

Mrs. C. S. Brewster, Matron,

Rev. Ebenezer B. Wright, Chaplain,

Joseph D. Nichols, M. D., Physician,

Joseph H. Brewster, Clerk and Assistant SupH,

Edwin N. Montague, Teacher, and charge of boys in

play-yard, .

Lucy M. Colton, Teacher,

Eliza A. G-ibbs, Teacher,

Fannie A. Carson, Teacher,

Elizabeth A. Reid, Nurse,

Sarah S. Nichols, Assistant,

Mary W. Richmond, Assistant,

Hannah W. Wheelock, Seamstress,

Willard J. Clark, Cook in inmates' department, and

charge of fire apparatus, water pipes and stoves,

John N. Lacy, Engineer and Machinist,

Charles Gates, Baker, ......
George H. Fisherdick, Farmer, . . . .

Charles Adams, Farmer,

Elisha B. Hubbard, Supervisor of male and laundry

departments, .......
Frank H. Wood, Assistant,

Russell D. Gibbs, Watchman, . . . .

,200 00

300 00

400 00

600 00

500 00

300 00

156 00

156 00

156 00

208 00

156 00

156 00

156 00

450 00

480 00

312 00

325 00

250 00

£25 00

216 00

200 00

17,002 00

inspectors' salaries.

Gordon M. Fisk, .

Gilbert A. Smith, .

George Chandler, .

$160 00

160 00

160 00

$480 00

The Report of the Superintendent, which follows our own,

enumerates expenses for the year, and exhibits other facts

relating to the institution.

While it has been the aim of Superintendent and Inspectors

to exercise wholesome economy in every department, the in-
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mates have been well fed, comfortably clothed, and in everj

respect well cared for.

In conclusion, the Inspectors desire to bear testimony to the

earnest and faithful labors of the Superintendent in the many
cares and anxieties which surround him. They also take

pleasure in saying, that the subordinate officers have dis-

charged their respective duties with commendable fidelity.

GORDON M. FISK,

GILBERT A. SMITH,
GEORGE CHANDLER,

Inspectors.

State Almshouse, Monson,
October 1, 1863.
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT

To the Inspectors of the State Almshouse, Monson :

Gentlemen,—The Tenth Annual Report of this institution

is now respectfully submitted, with the following statements :

—

The number in the institution at the date of last report,

October 1, 1862, ....... 596

The number admitted since, including 12 born in the

institution,

Whole number supported since last report,

Number discharged and deserted,

died,

Remaining October 1, 1863 :

Men,

Women,
Boys under 15 years of age, .

Girls under 15 years of age,

.

Total,

713

. 1,309

. 683

. b6

42

99

264

165

570
1,309

Of the number discharged, 138 are children indentured and

on trial.

Average number supported through the year, 601.

Number of paupers sent out of the State, 28.

Persons admitted this yeiir were born in

Massachusetts, .... . 289

Maine, .... 11

New Hampshire, . .... 3

Vermont, .... 6

Connecticut, 14

Rhode Island, .... 6

2
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New York, . 32

Other States, 10

Ireland, . 221

England, 48

Germany, 16

Scotland, 16

British Provinces, 15

France, 2

Other countries and at sea,
-

7

Unknown, 17

713

Towns "and Counties in Massachusetts from which Paupers

have been received.

BERKSHIRE <BOUNTY. Granby, . 1

Adams, 7 Greenwich, 2

Becket, 1 Hadley, . 2

Cheshire, . 1 Hatfield, . 1

Dalton, 2 Northampton, 16

Great Barrington, 3 Pelham, . 2

Hancock, 2 Prescott, . 1

Lee, 6 South Hadley, 1

Lenox, 7 Ware, 6

Pittsfield, 8 Williamsburg, 1

Sheffield, . 4 Worthington, 1

Stockbridge, 1
51

Washington, 5

West Stockbridge, 6 HAMPDEN COUNTY.

Chester, 2,

53 Chicopee,

.

15

FRANKLIN COUNTY. Holland, . 1

Greenfield, . . . 3 Holyoke, . 4

Leyden, . 1 Longmeadow, 4

Montague, 1 Ludlow, . 2

Orange, . 2 Monson, . 3

Shutesbury, 1 Palmer,* . 231

Whately, 1 Russell, 1

Wendell, . 1 Springfield, 63

Southwick, 1

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY.

Belchertown, .... 4

Westfield,

West Springfiel

Wilbraham,
4,

13

1

6

347

# Nearlyr all trayelling paupers.
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WORCESTER COUNTY.

Barre, .... 1

Brookfield, 2

Dana, . 1

Douglas, .... 2

Fitchburg, 1

Gardner, .... 7

Harvard, .... 1

Hardwick, 1

Hubbardston, . 1

Leicester, 1

Leominster, 1

Milford, .... 9

North Brookfield, 1

Oxford, .... 9

Shrewsbury, 1

Of the number received , 23 c

Southbridge, 9

Sturbridge, 3

Spencer, . 12

Warren, . 5

Webster, . 3

Westborough, 3

Winchendon, 1

Worcester, 48

123

SUFFOLK COUNTY.

Boston, . . . 5

Tewksbury State Almshouse, 105

Born in the house, . 12

Transient, 7

37 in 1863 ; and of the 713 received during the year, all but

about 53 are of foreign birth and parentage.

Expenditures from October 1, 1862, to October 1, 1863:

id for flour, .... . $6,179 00

grain, .... 468 27

beef and pork, . 3,493 03

fruit and vegetables, 28 67

potatoes, . 124 23

beans and peas, 308 93

fish, 322 22

milk, .... 2,653 49

dry goods and bedding, . 3,709 19

hats and caps, 157 25

boots, shoes and leather, . 886 28

hardware and cutlery, 57 25

brooms, mops and brashes, 123 78

fuel and lights, 4,819 06

tin and wooden ware, 60 42

farm implements and seeds, 85 41

farm stock, 87 50

plaster, . 33 32

extra labor on farm, 194 64

harness,.... 14 75
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Paid for clothes-lines, . $9 00

medical supplies, 137 68

crackers, 75 32

poultry and eggs, 75 89

crockery, 85 65

books and stationery, 98 79

stoves and fixtures, 116 06

straw, .... 81 04

blacksmithing, 74 04

sundry groceries, . 1,991 06

postage, . 55 30

salaries, . . 7,004 08

soap, 410 64

iron bake-pans, 15 00

labor in shoe shop, . 86 00

sawing lumber, 14 34

machine oil, . 19 50

repairing slate roof, 17 44

repairs and improvements, 481 26

lime, cement and sand, . 59 32

hops and malt, 11 50

invoicing State property in 186 2, 25 40

vinegar, .... 6 75

labor of sundry persons, . 149 64

expenses, .... 206 75

railroad freight, 249 60

express and telegraph compani<38, . 17 64

baskets, .... 11 76

transportation of paupers, 56 82

tobacco and snuff, . 144 75

consultation in 1861, 10 00

pasturing, .... 24 00

sundries, .... 20 15

$35,648 86

Inspectors' salaries, . 480 00

$36,128 86
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Cr.

By cash, for board of paupers, . . $88 86

By cash, for articles sold, . . . 775 00

By cash, of State Treasurer, . . 35,265 00

Total expenditures for the year, $36,128 86

From this deduct

—

Transportation of paupers, . . . $56 82

Repairs and improvements, including

slate roof, 498 70

Lime, cement, sand and brick, . . 59 32

Invoicing State property in 1862, . 25 40

Consultation in 1861, .... 10 00

Cash received for articles sold, and sup-

port of paupers, .... 863 86

$1,514 10

Total amount of running expenses, . . $34,614 76

Balance remaining of the appropriation for the

year 1863, . $12,713 04

The amount of inventory September 30, 1862, . $31,277 45

Total amount of cash received from the State Treas-

urer, from October 1, 1862, to October 1, 1863, . 35,265 0Q

From this amount should be deducted, as per in-

voice, September 30, 1863 :

Total amount of inventory, . . . $32,606 72

Transportation of paupers, . . . 56 82

Repairs and improvements, including

lime, cement, sand, and repairing

slate roof, 558 02

For invoicing State property in 1862, . 25 40

For consultation in 1861, ... 10 00

For cash received for articles sold, and

support of paupers,.... 863 86

Cash on hand, 503 86

,542 45

$34,624 68

Making the net sum for the support of inmates, . $31,917 77

Being $53.11 for each pauper one year, or $1,021 per week.



14 ALMSHOUSE AT MONSON. [Oct.

ESTIMATED PRODUCE OP THE FARM.

6,121 pounds pork, at 8 cents,

4,117 " beef, at 8 cents,

429 " veal, at 10 cents,

89 pigs sold,

10 calves sold, .

14 tons hay sold,

130 tons bay, at $12,

41 " cornstalks, at $6,

6 " soiling, at $8,

8| " squashes, at $20, .

25 bushels buckwheat, at 75 cents,

700 a potatoes, at 50 cents,

2,500 u carrots, at 25 cents,

.

75 a onions, at $1, .

60 a corn, at $1,

40 a green corn, at 68 cents,

575 a beets, at 25 cents, .

775 a turnips, at 25 cents,

50 a parsnips, at 38 cents,

40 a tomatoes, at 50 cents,

50 a apples, at 33 cents, .

6 a beans, at $3, .

45 u cucumbers, at 25 cents,

12 a peas, at $ 1.25,

300 pounds pie plant, at 4 cents,

,

lettuce , . . . .

2 busheh5 currants, at $1.60, .

2,500 heads cabbage, at 5 cents, .

7,685 gallons milk, at 12J cents, .

$489 68

329 36

42 90

140 25

30 00

196 00

1,560 00

25 50

48 00

170 00

18 75

350 00

625 00

75 00

60 00

27 20

143 75

193 75

19 00

20 00

16 50

18 00

11 25

15 00

12 00

12 00

3 20

125 00

960 62

$5,737 71

It is a pleasure in being able to report, that during the past

year general prosperity has attended every department. The

officers have been faithful, and the inmates apparently con-

tented and happy. We cannot but acknowledge that a kind

Providence hath remembered us, and been our guide and

support.
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Since the opening of the Monson almshouse, seven hundred

and sixty children have found good homes through its instru-

mentality. One hundred and thirty-eight, of the above have

been indentured and put out on trial during the past year.

Many of our older boys are now on the battle-field, and some

have been slain while fighting for the Union.

The three schools, with an average of three hundred schol-

ars, have been successfully taught by one male and three

females, as in former years. By the introduction of gymnastic

exercises into the larger school, new life and interest seems to

have been imparted to many of the pupils. Nothing has con-

tributed more to the health and happiness of the children, than

the bringing of pure spring water into their play-grounds.

Two fountains have been recently put up, one in each yard,

which now fully supplies them with constantly running water.

The reports of the attending Physician and Chaplain are

appended to my own, giving statements of their respective

fields of labor.

The products of the farm have greatly increased in value

over those of preceding years. As there has been no male

inmate help for out-door work, we have been obliged to hire

more laborers, thus necessarily swelling the agricultural ex-

penses. The hay crop (one hundred and thirty tons) is so large

that we cannot store it all, and have stacked out several tons

for the want of sufficient barn-room. The liay and roots will

enable us to winter much more stock than the barn can accom-

modate, and more even than we can summer, for the want of

pasturing. It has now become a certainty that another large

barn is needed, and that more pasture land is also wanted for

our increasing herd of cows.

By a provision made in the Resolve of chap. 8, 1863, there

has been expended for the purposes therein specified the sum
of four hundred and twenty-four dollars ($424), the unex-

pended balance of which has not as yet been drawn from the

treasury, but will be used probably during the year.

Owing to the great advance in the price of almost every

article which we use and consume, the expenditures have

slightly increased over those of last year. This advance is not

surprising, and it is confirmed by the experience of every

household, however small.
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Permit me, gentlemen, in conclusion, to acknowledge your

friendly support, and may the blessing of God still rest upon

the institution and upon the efforts made to promote the com-

fort and well being of every inmate.

JOHN M. BREWSTER, Jr.,

Superintendent,

Monson State Almshouse,
October 1, 1863.
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PHYSICIAN'S REPORT.

To the Inspectors of the State Almshouse, Monson :

Gentlemen,—In accordance with established custom, I here-

with submit to you a report of the condition of the medical

department of this institution, for the year ending September

30, 1863.

Number remaining in hospital, September 30, 1862

admitted during the year,

.

births, including one stillborn, .

deaths,

discharged,

remaining in hospital, September 30, 1863

75

506

13

b^

462

63

The following is a list of the diseases which have been

treated during the year, with the number of cases in each

disease :

Abscess, 16 Dentition, . 4

Acne, 3 Diarrhoea, . 24

Amaurosis, 1 Dislocation, 4

Amenorrhea,

Anasarca, .

2

4

Dysentery,

Entozoa, .

4

3

Ascites,

Asthma,

2

2

Erysipelas,

Fever,

2

26

Burn, 3 Fracture, . 8

Cancrum Oris, 4 Frostbite, . a

Carbuncle, 1 Gangraena Senilis, l

Cholera Morbus, 12 Gastric Irritation, 12

Cholera Infantum, 4 Gonorrhoea, 3

Concussion Brain,

Convulsions,

2

4

Hsemoptysis,

Haemorrhoids,

2

2

Croup,

Debility,

3

. 11

Hernia,

Herpes,

2

1
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Influenza, . 7 Pruritus, 1

Jaundice, . 1 Rheumatism, 12

Lumbar Abscess, 1 Scabies, 83

Mumps, 16 Scarlatina, . 1

Necrosis, 1 Scrofula, 2

Neuralgia, . 1 Spinal Irritation, 2

Ophthalmia, 96 Sprain, 9

Paralysis, . 6 Syphilis, 4

Parturition, 13 Tonsillitis, . 2

Phthisis, 17 Tinea Capitis, . 3

Pleurisy, 4 Ulcer Leg, 3

Pneumonia, 40 Wounds, 7

Causes of Death.

Anasarca, ..... 2 Dysentery, . . . . 1

Ascites, . 1 Fever, Typhoid, . 3

Apoplexy, . 2 Gangrsena Senilis, 1

Cancer, . 1 Hydrocephalus, . 1

Cholera Infantum, . 4 Inanition, . 1

Convulsions, . 2 Paralysis, . . 1

Consumption, . 10 Phrenitis, . . 1

Debility, . 11 Pneumonia, 2

Dentition, . . 4 Scrofula, 2

Diarrhoea, . . 6

During last January we were visited by pneumonia, which

assumed the form of an epidemic, and more than thirty cases

were down with it in a few days, none of which, however,

proved fatal. With this exception, there has been no prevail-

ing disease during the year now closed.

We have had about the usual number of cases of scabies

and ophthalmia, those inevitable and unfailing concomitants of

an almshouse.

As heretofore, a large majority of. the deaths has occurred

among those who came in here during the year hopelessly

diseased, to find shelter and relief in their last struggle with

mortality. Several of them, in fact, reached here in a mori-

bund condition, and died in a few hours after admission.

I tender you my thanks, gentlemen, for your uniform kind-

ness and consideration.

Respectfully yours,

J. D. NICHOLS, Physician.
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CHAPLAIN'S REPORT

To the Inspectors of the State Almshouse, Monson :

Gentlemen,—During the past year there has been preaching

in the chapel every Sabbath morning but one. On that morn-

ing I was too unwell to preach, and did not secure a supply.

Since the latter part of March, on account of the feebleness of

my health, I have obtained Rev. William F. Avery to preach

for me a considerable part of the time. Mr. Avery's discourses

have been adapted to our congregation, and have evidently

been listened to with much interest. They have in general

been well calculated to gain the attention of the young ; and I

cannot doubt that they have made a salutary impression on

youthful minds.

Our congregation, on Sabbath mornings, has consisted of the

inmates of all ages, who have been able to be present, together

with most of the officers of the institution.

The other services of a chaplain, besides the Sabbath morn-

ing exercises, I have performed much as in former years,

assisting in the Sabbath school, conducting evening worship in

the chapel, attending a prayer-meeting weekly in the men's

hospital, visiting the sick when it has seemed to be expedient,

and offering prayers in consequence of deaths.

The respected Superintendent of the institution has con-

tinued to manifest much interest in the spiritual welfare of the

inmates ; and on Sabbath afternoons, has regularly performed

services in the chapel for their benefit.

Our Sabbath school has been composed of the same children

that have attended the week-day schools. The average attend-

ance has been nearly three hundred. The teachers of the
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week-day schools, with some others, have faithfully assisted in

the Sabbath school.

Efforts to secure the moral and religious improvement of the

children, and of older persons, though they have not in all

cases been attended with such success as could be desired, yet

have not, I trust, been wholly in vain.

Yours, gentlemen, with much respect, and sincere gratitude

for the favors you have shown me,

EBENEZER B. WRIGHT, Chaplain.

State Almshouse, Monson, )

September 30, 1863.
\


