
HOUSE No. 60

DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
ONE ASHBURTON PLACE, ROOM 2101

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108, NOVEMBER 6, 1996.

The Honorable Robert E. MacQueen
Clerk of the House of Representatives

State House, Room 145
Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Mr. MacQueen,

In accordance with the provisions of section 33 of chapter 30 of the
General Laws, I am submitting the following recommendations for
legislative action in 1997:

1. An Act to Promote the Use of Environmentally Sound
Technologies;

2. An Act Relative to Energy System Life-Cycle Cost Estimates;
and

3. An Act to Exempt Certain Records of the Department of
Economic Development from Public Disclosure Requirements.

Each recommendation is accompanied by a detailed explanation, as
required by law.

Sincerely,

DAVID A. TIBBETTS,

je Commontoealtf) ot iFHassactjusetts

Director of Economic Development.
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1. AN ACT TO PROMOTE THE USE OF ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND ENERGY

TECHNOLOGIES.

This Act would authorize the Division of Energy Resources
(DOER) to administer more effectively important energy programs by
allowing DOER to retain 5% of any dispersed bond funds for costs
the agency incurs in overseeing the programs. In addition, this bill
would also change the current grant repayment process by requiring
that grant repayments revert to a revolving account for future grants,
instead of reverting to the General Fund.

The purpose of this Act is to ensure the effective operation of cer-
tain state programs designed to promote energy efficiency in public
buildings, reduce overall operating costs in such buildings, encourage
the use of alternative sources of energy in public buildings, and stim-
ulate economic development. The bill would make specific modifica-
tions to existing legislation authorizing the Division of Energy
Resources (DOER) to grant state bond funds to the Commonwealth
and its political subdivisions for energy conservation, energy audit,
and alternative energy projects in public buildings. The modifications
will allow DOER to provide useful and needed assistance to public
agencies procuring fairly technical services under the programs and
will, thereby, more effectively ensure prudent and efficient use of
state bond funds. Overall, this Act would help to reduce the expendi-
ture of limited taxpayer dollars on inefficient energy costs in public
buildings.

AN ACT RELATIVE TO ENERGY SYSTEM LIFE-CYCLE COST ESTIMATES.

The purpose of this Act is to streamline the administrative process
by which public agencies prepare life-cycle cost estimates for energy
systems in public buildings. The Division of Capital Planning and
Operations (DCPO) is the primary agency responsible for public
building contracts in the Commonwealth; this Act would remove the
Department of Economic Development and the Building Code
Commission from the entire life-cycle cost estimate process, without
compromising the integrity of the existing statute. The Act would
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eliminate duplicative filing and approval requirements currently
imposed on public agencies in the preparation of such cost estimates,
and instead, would employ the use of guidelines, established by
DCPO, to assist such public agencies.

3, AN ACT TO EXEMPT CERTAIN RECORDS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT FROM PUBLIC RECORD DISCLOSURE REQUIREMENTS.

This bill exempts from the public records disclosure requirements
any information which is proprietary or confidential that is received
by the Department of Economic Development (DED) or the
Massachusetts Office of Business Development (MOBD) from their
customers. The proposed exemption is narrowly drafted to apply only
to trade secrets, business plans or commercial or financial information
of a given company. This narrow exemption promotes the exchange
of necessary information, while preserving the public’s right to access
all other records of DED or MOBD.

The mission of DED and MOBD is, in part, to assist companies
seeking to expand in or relocate to Massachusetts, as well as to pro-
vide assistance in specialized industries such as biotechnology,
telecommunications, and envirotechnology. To provide the most
appropriate and effective assistance, DED, MOBD and the company
must often exchange information which a company reasonably con-
siders to be highly sensitive and proprietary. Companies seeking
DED/MOBD services are concerned that such information is subject
to public disclosure, which, if disclosed, could severely impact a
company’s operations and market value. The possibility that these
records will be subject to public disclosure creates such trepidation
among companies considering using our resources that the ability of
DED and MOBD to fulfill the mission of promoting industry and
creating jobs is hampered.
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