
HOUSE 481
By Mr. Businger of Brookline, petition of John A. Businger relative

to extending the time for candidates for state office to file nomination
papers. Election Laws.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven

An Act extending the time for candidates for state office to file
NOMINATION PAPERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The second paragraph of section 7 of said
2 chapter 53, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the
3 second sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
-4 tence;— Every nomination paper of a candidate for a state office
5 shall be submitted to the registrars of the city or town where the
6 signers appear to be voters on or before five o’clock post meridian
7 of the fourteenth day preceding the day on which it must be filed
8 with the state secretary, but for candidates for statewide office and
9 representative in congress the twenty-first day preceding the day

10 on which it must be so filed; and certification of nomination
11 papers of candidates for state office shall be completed no later
12 than the seventh day before the final day for filing said papers
13 with the state secretary.

1 SECTION 2. Section 10 of said chapter 53 is amended by strik-
-2 ing out the first sentence, as so appearing, and inserting in its
3 place the following paragraph:—
4 All certificates of nomination and nomination papers of candi-
-5 dates for the office of state representative, state senator, executive
6 council, or county office shall be filed with the state secretary on
7 or before the third Tuesday in June of the year in which a state
8 election is to be held.
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1 SECTION 3. The first paragraph of section 46 of said chap-
-2 ter 53, as so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the sec-
-3 ond sentence and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
-4 tence:— Every nomination paper of a candidate for a state office
5 shall be submitted to the registrars of the city or town where the
6 signers appear to be voters on or before five o’clock post meridian
7 of the fourteenth day preceding the day on which it must be filed
8 with the state secretary, but for candidates for statewide office and
9 representative in congress the twenty-first day preceding the day

10 on which it must be so filed.

1 SECTION 4. Section 47 of said chapter 53, as so appearing, is
2 hereby amended by striking out the second sentence and inserting
3 in place thereof the following sentence:— Nomination papers for
4 use in the nomination of candidates for all offices shall be avail-
-5 able for use on or before the sixteenth Tuesday preceding the date
6 by which they must be submitted to registrars of voters for certifi-
-7 cation under sections seven and forty-six, except in the case of
8 primaries before special elections.

1 SECTION 5. Section 48 of said chapter 53 is amended by strik-
-2 ing out the first and second sections of the third paragraph, as so
3 appearing, and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
-4 tences:— All certificates of nomination and nomination papers of
5 candidates for the office of state representative, state senator,
6 executive council, or county office shall be filed with the state
7 secretary on or before the third Tuesday in June of the year in
8 which a state election is to be held. Certificates of nomination or
9 nomination papers for the office of senator in congress, represen-

-10 tative in congress, governor, lieutenant governor, attorney general,
11 treasurer and receiver general, state auditor and state secretary,
12 shall be filed on or before the fourth Tuesday in June of the year
13 in which a state election is to be held.
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