
HOUSE No. 1655
By Mr. Haley of Weymouth, petition of Paul R. Haley for legisla-

tion to establish penalties for the crime of criminal solicitation.
Criminal Justice.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven.

An Act creating the crime of criminal solicitation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. There shall be a new crime created which shall
2 be entitled "Criminal Solicitation of Murder and Other Crimes"
3 the text of which follows in section 2 herein.

1 SECTION 2. Whoever, with the intent of promoting or facili-
-2 tating the commission of a felony, commands, encourages or
3 requests another person to engage in specific conduct which
4 would constitute such felony or an attempt to commit such felony
5 or which would establish such other person's complicity in its
6 commission or attempted commission shall, if the felony whose
7 commission is solicited in such fashion is murder, be punished by
8 imprisonment in the state prison for not more than twenty years or
9 by imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for not more than

10 two and one-half years; or shall, if the felony whose commission
11 is solicited in such fashion is a crime other than murder, be pun-
-12 ished by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than ten
13 years or by imprisonment in a jail or house of correction for not
14 more than two and one-half years.
15 It shall not be a defense for one charged under this section that
16 he failed to communicate with the person he solicited to commit a
17 felony if his conduct was designed to effect such communication.
18 It shall be an affirmative defense for one charged under this
19 section that, after soliciting another person to commit a crime, he
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20 persuaded such person not to do so or otherwise prevented the
21 commission of the crime under circumstances manifesting a com-
-22 plete and voluntary renunciation of his criminal purpose.
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