
HOUSE No. 1719
By Mrs. Parente of Milford. petition of Marie J. Parente and other members of the General Court relative to determinations of placements for the care and protection of children. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

Commontoealtf) of Jtlassacfnusettjs
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven.

A n A ct relative  to determ inations  of placem ents for the care
AND PROTECTION OF CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority o f the same, as follows:
1 SECTION 1. Section 29B of chapter 119 is hereby amended by
2 inserting after the second paragraph, the following paragraphs:—
3 Prior to any and all hearings convened by a court of competent
4 jurisdiction to determine the future status of the child, the depart-
5 ment shall submit to the court a written plan for the child which
6 shall be prepared according to uniform standards and guidelines
7 developed by the department. Such plan shall include information
8 upon which the court may determine whether the department
9 made reasonable efforts, prior to the placement of the child in

10 foster care, or in a pre-adoptive or adoptive placement, to prevent
11 or eliminate the need for removal of the child from his or her
12 home and whether reasonable efforts were made subsequent to
13 removal, to make it possible for the child to be reunited with his
14 or her family in order to preserve the family.
15 “Reasonable efforts” shall mean the affirmative exercise of due
16 diligence and care by the department or its agent to provide assis-
17 tance or services designed to meet the specific needs of a child
18 and his or her family and which would have substantial likelihood
19 of protecting the child from harm so that the child is able to
20 remain in the family unit; enabling a child who has been placed in
21 substitute care to return home at the earliest possible date; or
22 reducing the likelihood that a child who has been discharged from
23 substitute care would return to such care.
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“Reasonable efforts” shall include but not be limited to:
1. consultation and cooperation with parents in developing a 

focused casework plan for appropriate services for the child and family;
2. the provisions of supportive and rehabilitative services and 

other assistance to a child and his or her family, including but not 
limited to individual or group counseling, referral to local self- 
help parent groups, homemaker or parent aide services, respite 
care, intensive home-based services, daily care, or babysitting 
services or parent skills training;

3. when a child is in substitute care, making suitable arrange
ments for the parents to visit the child and informing the parents 
at appropriate intervals of the child’s progress, development and 
health.

When the department’s first contact with a family occurs during 
an emergency in which no preventive services could ensure the 
safety of a child, the department shall be deemed to have made 
reasonable efforts to prevent the need for removal. The depart
ment shall have the burden of proving reasonable efforts.

Section 29B of chapter 119 is further amended by striking out 
the third sentence in its entirety.

SECTION 2. Chapter 210 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by adding, at the end of section 3, the following para
graph:—

No child shall be adopted through the department of social 
services, or its contracted agencies, until the department has sub
mitted to the court a written plan for the child which shall be pre
pared according to uniform standards and guidelines developed by 
the department. Such written plan shall include information upon 
which the court may determine whether the department made rea
sonable efforts, as defined in the first section of this act, prior to 
the placement of the child in foster care, pre-adoptive care, or 
adoptive care, to prevent or eliminate the need for removal of the 
child from his or her home and whether reasonable efforts were 
made subsequent to removal, to make it possible for the child to 
be reunited with his or her family in order to preserve the family.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper.


