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By Mr. Cohen of Newton, petition of David B. Cohen and other

members of the General Court for legislation to establish a child care
education and training scholarship program. Human Services and
Elderly Affairs.

&fl£ Commontoealtt) of iflassacfiusetts

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven

An Act promoting child care education and training.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Whereas, The legislature finds that Massachusetts has a long-
-2 standing commitment to preventing harm to children in child care
3 settings. Nationally, recent studies have found that most child care
4 is “poor” or “inadequate” and potentially harmful to children of
5 parents who need to work. National studies have demonstrated
6 that the excessively high turnover rate in the field is harmful to
7 children and that child care is safer and healthier on every count
8 when the teacher has training that leads to a college degree.
9 The legislature also finds that a statewide scholarship model

10 has effectively and successfully reduced the turnover rate in the
11 child care field in other states from more than 50% to 10% annu-
-12 ally by providing child care staff with access to affordable college
13 accredited course work leading to certificates and degrees.

1 In order to 1) support the training and career advancement of
2 child care professionals and 2) open access for families to more
3 child care by reducing a harmful rate of staff turnover and
4 building a qualified and stable work force, the Commonwealth
5 shall create and support a statewide scholarship program to enable
6 staff currently employed in child care centers, school age child
7 care programs, or as licensed family child care providers to enroll
8 in college-accredited courses in early childhood education.
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9 As part of this program, a college consortium of two-year and
10 four-year colleges will be created to work together to provide the
11 necessary certification and degree programs in early childhood
12 education in the most cost-effective and unduplicated manner,
13 with these programs designed to encourage child care teaching
14 staff to continue their professional development along the career
15 matrix recommended by the National Association for the
16 Education of Young Children, Career counseling shall also be pro-
-17 vided.
I 8 The scholarship fund shall be statewide, and administered by an
19 entity that forges partnerships among the key public and private
20 agencies responsible for workforce development; represents the
21 interests of all segments of the child care training and service
22 delivery system; whose primary purpose is establishment of a
23 career development system for the child care field; works closely
24 with the state agencies that regulate, license, purchase or accredit
25 child care providers or settings; identifies and remedies gaps in
26 the child care training delivery system to ensure safe, healthy
27 quality child care for all children; and. can seek funds from busi-
-28 nesses and private foundations.
29 As an activity that improves the quality of child care this pro-
-30 gram shall be eligible for funds under the Child Care And
31 Development Fund Quality Set Aside and the Child Care Quality
32 Fund.
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