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and eighty-one of the acts of the year nineteen hundred and
eight, and all acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith

are hereby repealed.

Section 11. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 10, 1909.
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Chap.372 An Act to pkovide for the appointment of a finance
COMMISSION FOE THE CITY OF LYNN.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The mayor of the city of L}Tin for the

year nineteen hundred and nine may appoint, subject

to confirmation by the board of aldermen, five disinter-

ested citizens, who shall not be members of the municipal

government of the city or holders of any office thereunder,

as a commission to investigate all matters pertaining to the

finances of the city, including appropriations, debts, loans,

taxation, expenditure, bookkeeping and administration,

and to inquire into the management of the business of the

city, and the methods in which the same has been con-

ducted. Said commission shall serve without compensa-

tion, but may spend in making its investigation such sums

as may be appropriated therefor by the city council of

said city. It shall report its findings to the city council not

later than the first day of March in the year nineteen hun-

dred and ten. The commission shall be known as the Lynn
Finance Commission.

Section 2. For the purposes of this act, the commis-

sion shall have power to require the attendance and testi-

mony of witnesses and the production of all books, papers,

contracts and documents relating to any matter within the

scope of the said investigation. Witnesses shall be sum-

moned in the same manner and be paid the same fees as

witnesses before the police court of said city, and they

may be represented by counsel who may cross examine the

witness for whom he appears. The commission may ad-

minister oaths to or take the affirmation of witnesses who
appear before the commission. The commission may pre-

scribe rules and regulations for the conduct of hearings

and the giving of testimony.

Section 3. If any person so summoned and paid shall

refuse to attend, or to be sworn, or to affirm, or to answer

any question, or to produce any book, contract, document or
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paper pertinent to the matter of inquiry in consideration

before the commission, a justice of the supreme judicial

court or of the superior court, in his discretion, upon ap-

plication by the commission, or of any member thereof

authorized thereto by vote of the commission, may issue an

order requiring such person to appear before the commis-

sion, and to proiluce books, contracts, documents and pa-

pers and to give evidence touching the matter in question.

Failure to obey such order of the court may be punished

by the court as a contempt thereof.

Section 4. Any person so summoned and paid who Penalty for

shall refuse to attend, or to be sworn, or to affirm, or to Ippll^fetc.

answer any question, or to produce any book, contract,

document or paper pertinent to the matter in consideration

by the commission, and any person who wilfully inter-

rupts or disturbs any hearing of the commission, or who
is disorderly thereat, shall be punished by a fine not ex-

ceeding fifty dollars or by imprisonment for not more than

thirty days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

Section 5. Any person who wilfully swears or affirms

falsely before the commission upon any point material to

the matter of inquiry shall be guilty of perjury, and shall

be subject to the provisions of chapter two hundred and

ten of the Revised Laws and amendments thereof.

Section 6. Upon application by the commission to any Examination

justice of the supreme judicial court, or of the superior outside the,,,.,. • • • X common-
court, the justice may issue a commission to one or more wealth.

competent persons in another state for the examination of

a person without this commonwealth relative to any matter

within the scope of the said investigation. The testimony

of such person may be taken by open commission, or other-

wise under the procedure, so far as the same may be ap-

plicable, provided by section forty-three of chapter one

hundred and seventy-five of the Revised Laws, and the

said justice may issue letters rogatory in support of said

commission.

Section 7. Xothing in this act shall be construed to Certain

1 ,
. ... . , evidence not to

compel any person to give any testimony or to produce any be given,

evidence, documentary or otherwise, which may tend to

incriminate him.

Section 8. The powers granted by this act shall cease Powers

on the first day of March in the year nineteen hundred ma
and ten. Approved May 11, 1909.

cease March 1,


