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To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives

We are filing today for your consideration the attached legislative proposal
entitled, “An Act Establishing Certain Attendance Requirements For Minors To Obtain A
Driver’s License.”

Before a minor may obtain a driver’s license or learner’s permit, this bill would
require the minor to submit proof that he is currently enrolled in school and has not
accumulated more than five unexcused absences in the preceding two semesters, or has
received his high school diploma or GED This bill also authorizes the Registrar of Motor
Vehicles to suspend the driver’s license of any student who accumulates more than five
unexcused absences over two semesters. This measure will serve as an incentive for kids
to stay in school and give school officials an additional tool to prevent students from
dropping out. We urge your prompt passage of this legislation

Respectfully submitted

aJi t/l/i
William F. Weld
Governor

yrgeo Paul Celiucci
Lieutenant Governor
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven

An Act to establishing certain attendance requirements for

MINORS TO OBTAIN A DRIVER’S LICENSE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 8 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
2 appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting, in line 14, after the word “registry.” the following:—
4 Each applicant under eighteen years of age shall also submit veri-
-5 fication that such person:
6 (a) has received a high school diploma, a high school equiva-
-7 lency diploma, a special diploma, or a certificate of high school
8 completion;
9 (b) is enrolled in a public or private school and satisfies the

10 attendance requirements of no more than five unexcused absences
I 1 within the preceding two complete semesters and the current
12 semester until the time of application;
13 (c) is enrolled in a study course in preparation for the test of
14 general education development and satisfies relevant attendance
15 requirements;
lb (d) is enrolled in a post-secondary vocational program or a
17 post-secondary adult vocational program and satisfies relevant
18 attendance requirements; or
19 (e) is enrolled in other educational activities approved by the
20 department of education and satisfies relevant attendance require-
-21 ments.
22 The necessary verification shall be obtained from the principal,
23 administrative head or chief administrative officer of each school,
24 and shall be in a form acceptable to the registrar.
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SECTION 2. Section 8B of Chapter 90 of the General Laws, as
appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
inserting, in line 7, after the word “require.” the following:—

1
9

3

Each applicant under eighteen years of age shall also submit
verification that such person:

4
5

(a) has received a high school diploma, a high school equiva-
lency diploma, a special diploma, or a certificate of high school
completion;

6
7
8
9 (b) is enrolled in a public or private school and satisfies the

attendance requirements of no more than five unexcused absences
within the preceding two complete semesters and the current
semester until the time of the application;

10
11
12
13 (c) is enrolled in a study course in preparation for the test of

general education development and satisfies relevant attendance
requirements;

14
15
16 (d) is enrolled in a post-secondary vocational program or a

post-secondary adult vocational program and satisfies relevant
attendance requirements; or

17
18

(e) is enrolled in other educational activities approved by the
department of education and satisfies relevant attendance require-
ments.

19
20
21
9? The necessary verification shall be obtained from the principal,

administrative head or chief administrative officer of each school,
and shall be in a form acceptable to the registrar.

23
24

SECTION 3. Chapter 71 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting in the following new section:—9

Section 34H. The registry of motor vehicles is hereby autho-
rized to suspend a previously issued license or learner’s permit for
the operation of a motor vehicle to any person under the age of
eighteen who is absent from school without excuse more than five
times in two semesters. The superintendent of schools for each
district in the commonwealth, or his designee, is authorized to
submit documentation to the registry of motor vehicles, in a form
acceptable to the registrar, verifying the attendance record of a
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