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Chap,5V7 An Act to provide for keeping records of abate-
ments OF taxes.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Every board of assessors shall keep a rec-

ord of all abatements of taxes. The record of abatement

of the whole or any part of any tax shall show plainly

the following details, viz. :
—

First, The name or title in which the tax stands as-
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Second, The year in which the tax was assessed.

Third, The total anionnt of the tax.

Fourth, The date when the abatement was made.

Fifth, The sum abated on poll tax.

Sixth, The sum abated on personal estate.

Seventh, The sum abated on real estate.

Eighth, The total sum abated.

Ninth, In case of an abatement to put into effect a

statutory exemption, exact reference to the statutory pro-

vision under which the exemption is granted and in all

other cases a statement of the cause or reason for the

abatement.

If the record of an abatement is made as a part of the

record of a meeting of the board of assessors it shall be

signed by the clerk or secretary of the board for that

meeting. If not so made, it shall be signed by a majority

of the board.

Section 2. Except as provided by section eighty-

three of Part I of chapter four hundred and ninety of the

acts of the year nineteen hundred and nine, no abatement

shall be made of a tax assessed upon personal estate until

the list of the person assessed, pursuant to the provisions

of section forty-one of Part I of said chapter four hun-

dred and ninety and in the form provided in sections

forty-two and forty-three of said Part I, is in the pos-

session of the board of assessors.

Section 3. Section sixty-nine of chapter twenty-five

of the Revised Laws is hereby amended by inserting after

the word " value ", in the eighth line, the words :
— or

who causes an abatement to be made otherwise than is

provided by law,— so as to read as follows :
— Section

69. An assessor, assistant assessor or other person chosen
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to determine the valuation of property for the purpose

of taxation who, in order that the tax payers may escape

payment of their just proportion of any state or county

tax or in order to evade any law limiting municipal in-

debtedness or the rate of taxation to a percentage of valu-

ation or for any other fraudulent or corrupt purpose,

knowingly fixes the valuation of any property at a smaller

or greater amount than its full and fair cash value, or

who causes an abatement to be made otherwise than is

provided by law, shall be punished by a fine of not more

than one thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not

more than six months, or by both such fine and imprison-

ment.

Section 4. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved June 18, 1909.

An Act to authorize the town of stoughton to re- QJkuj ^\Q
fund its water debt.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The town of Stoughton, for the purpose stoughton

of refunding its outstanding water bonds or a part thereof, water Loan,

issued under the provisions of chapter two hundred and ^""^ ° ^^^'

forty of the acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-

six and of acts in amendment thereof or in addition

thereto, may issue from time to time bonds, notes or scrip

to an amount not exceeding six thousand dollars in each

of the years nineteen hundred and ten, nineteen hundred

and eleven and nineteen hundred and twelve, and to an

amount not exceeding eight thousand dollars in each of

the years from nineteen hundred and thirteen to nine-

teen hundred and twenty-three inclusive; but the total

amount of such issues shall not exceed one hundred and
six thousand dollars. The said securities shall bear on

their face the words, Stoughton Eefunding Water Loan,

Act of 1909 ; shall be payable at periods not exceeding

fifteen years from the dates of issue; shall bear interest

payable semi-annually at a rate not exceeding four per

cent per annum ; and shall be signed by the treasurer of

the town and countersigned by the water commissioners.

The town may sell said securities at public or private

sale, or pledge the same for money borrowed for the pur-

poses of this act, upon such terms and conditions as it may


