
HOUSE 4280
By Mr. Gately of Waltham, petition of David F. Gately for legisla-

tion to require a blood test to determine the presence of alcohol for
operators of motor vehicles involved in accidents. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven

An Act relative to certain blood tests.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 90 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 inserting after section 24P the following section:—
3 Section 24Q, Notwithstanding any law or regulation to the
4 contrary, any operator of a motor vehicle who is injured in a col-
-5 lision and taken from the scene of the accident for emergency
6 medical treatment to any medical facility where his blood is
7 tested shall, as a condition of operating said vehicle on a public
8 way, have authorized said medical facility to report the results of
9 his blood alcohol content to the registry of motor vehicles should

10 it be above the legal limit for operating a motor vehicle.
11 The provider who has tested such blood, and who learns that
12 such person’s blood alcohol level meets or exceeds the permis-
-13 sible blood alcohol level established pursuant to this chapter,
14 shall report such result to the registry of motor vehicles.
15 Said report shall be made on a form to be supplied by the reg-
-16 istry of motor vehicles and sent within forty-eight hours of the
17 test results.
18 Upon receipt of said report, the registrar shall forthwith
19 revoke the operator’s license or right to operate a motor vehicle
20 and forward such notice to the police department that has juris-
-21 diction of the site of the accident, so that they may proceed to
22 prosecute the operator for violation of all pertinent laws.
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23 Revocation of the operator’s license shall be effective until the
24 outcome of the police department’s prosecution, then the applic-
-25 able law shall be applied at that time.
26 No health care provider, its employees or agents, and no
27 police officer or other employee of a city or town, or the city or
28 town shall be liable for any act or omission pursuant to the pro-
-29 visions of this section.

This Document Has Been Printed On 100% Recycled Paper,


