
HOUSE No. 4423
By Mrs. Harkins of Needham, petition of Lida E. Harkins for legis-

lation to make certain changes in the establishment of the
Massachusetts Technology Park Corporation. Science and
Technology.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. It is hereby found and declared that: (1) the eco-
-2 nomic prosperity of the Commonwealth is increasingly dependent
3 on the state’s technology-intensive sector; (2) the technology-

-4 intensive sector of the economy is characterized by immense
5 diversity in product and process development, applications, and
6 markets served and by the rapid pace of change brought about by
7 the transition to a global, information-based economy; (3) the
8 State has an important role to play in supporting the expansion of
9 the economy by providing the most favorable and responsive

10 environment for business formation, retention, expansion, and
11 attraction; (4) therefore, the Commonwealth must develop new
12 mechanisms for listening and responding to the strategic interests
13 of technology enterprises to allow the Commonwealth to identify
14 and exploit promising opportunities for economic growth;
15 (5) lower cost public interventions that reduce transactional costs
16 and market inefficiencies must be designed to increase the ability
17 of the Commonwealth to compete effectively and retain its preem-
-18 inent position as a world renowned center for technological inno-

-19 vation and entrepreneurial activity; (6) to this end, it is an

20 essential government function to increase collaboration within the
21 private sector, particularly among clusters of organizations with

22 significant common interests, and particularly for the purpose of
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23 forming strategic alliances, information networks and partner-
-24 ships, and that position industry to respond collectively and more
25 expeditiously to market forces.

1 SECTION 2. Section 1A of Chapter 40J of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition is hereby amended by
3 deleting the words “to the extent consistent with its educational
4 activities” in line 31.

1 SECTION 3. Section 4A(a) of Chapter 40J of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby
3 amended by deleting the following “, not to exceed five years in
4 duration,” in line 7 thereof.

1 SECTION 4, Section 4A(c) of Chapter 40J of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby
3 amended by deleting the word “where” in line 50 and the words
4 “is estimated to cost less than five hundred thousand dollars it” in
5 lines 50 and 51.

1 SECTION 5. Section 4A of Chapter 40J of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by
3 inserting the following new paragraph:—
4 (d) to develop and exploit to fullest extent practicable, the real
5 property of the corporation, including without limitation: (1) the
6 construction of new buildings; (2) the demolition of existing
7 structures; (3) the preservation, stabilization, and rehabilitation of
8 existing structures to prevent further deterioration and secure the
9 buildings for future adaptive reuse; (4) the modification, alteration

10 and renovation of real property; and (5) the installation of wiring
11 and equipment necessary to connect and set-up advanced telecom-
-12 munications equipment and computer networks. The residue of
13 any unexpended monies authorized to be expended pursuant to
14 section 2 of chapter 466 of the acts of 1984 may be expended,
15 without further authorization, for expenses incurred by the corpo-
-16 ration in furtherance of the purposes of this paragraph; provided,
17 that the provisions of paragraph (4) of subsection (b) of section
18 six shall not apply to such expenditures.



1997] 3HOUSE No. 4423

1 SECTION 6. Chapter 40J of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 Section 4D, the following new sections:—
4 Section 4E. In furtherance of its public purpose as set forth in
5 section one A of this chapter, the corporation, acting as the agent
6 of the commonwealth by and through the Massachusetts tech-
-7 nology collaborative as the successor to the Massachusetts micro-
-8 electronics center, shall endeavor to create a more favorable and
9 responsive environment in Massachusetts for the formation,

10 growth, attraction and retention of technology-intensive industry
11 In furtherance thereof, the corporation shall:
12 (a) continually collect, assemble and distribute information
13 regarding (1) the technology-intensive sector of the common-
-14 wealth’s economy, including but without limitation information
15 regarding (A) the definition, characteristics, importance and
16 unique aspects of such sector; (B) the status of factors critical to
17 the long term growth and development of such sector in the com-
-18 monwealth; (C) important indicators of the economic performance
19 of such sector; and (D) comparisons of the commonwealth to
20 other appropriate states and regions in the aforesaid areas; and (2)
21 economic development initiatives of other states and regions that
22 are calculated to foster the growth and development of tech-
-23 nology-intensive industry;
24 (b) convene a sustained and coordinated series of deliberative
25 sessions among key representatives from industry, universities,
26 government agencies, trade associations and economic develop-
-27 ment organizations, supported by independent rigorous research
28 and analysis, that may include formal conferences, seminars,
29 focus groups, surveys, studies, reports, informal meetings, net-
-30 works and alliances;
31 (c) identify and support the activities of clusters of technology-
-32 intensive firms in the commonwealth; provided, that such clusters
33 may be characterized by technological or market focus, geo-
-34 graphic proximity, or other shared interests. Support provided by
35 the corporation shall seek to (1) foster increased collaboration
36 among cluster firms; (2) facilitate communications between the
37 commonwealth and the cluster firms; (3) identify challenges and
38 opportunities related to the continued growth and development of

39 the targeted clusters in Massachusetts; (4) enhance the competi-
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40 live position of cluster firms; and (5) otherwise improve the per-
-41 ception by the member firms of such clusters of the value and
42 benefits of doing business in the commonwealth;
43 (d) broker timely, innovative, and collaborative interventions to
44 challenges and opportunities confronting the technology-intensive
45 sector of the Massachusetts economy; provided, that such inter-
-46 ventions shall involve, in addition to the corporation and to the
47 extent practicable, participation from industry, the common-
-48 wealth’s public and private universities and non-profit research
49 institutions, trade associations, public economic development
50 agencies and other interested organizations;
51 (e) establish centers which promote and advance the competi-
-52 tiveness of technology-intensive industries within the common-
-53 wealth; and
54 (f) undertake such other activities as necessary or appropriate to
55 advance the purposes of this section.

1 SECTION 7. Chapter 151 A of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in the 1994 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after
3 Section 65, the following new section:—
4 Section 65A. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
5 contrary, and to the maximum extent permissible under applicable
6 federal law, the commissioner shall cooperate with and otherwise
7 provide assistance to the Massachusetts technology park corpora-
-8 tion in discharging its responsibilities under section four E(a)(l)
9 of the general laws.

1 SECTION 8. The secretary of the executive office for adminis-
-2 tration and finance is hereby authorized to spend a sum not to
3 exceed fifty million dollars for the purpose of defraying the pro-
-4 ject costs and start-up expenses required to establish centers that
5 are consistent with the public purposes of the Massachusetts tech-
-6 nology park corporation as set forth in section one A of chapter
7 forty J of the General Laws. The establishment and operation of
8 such centers shall be deemed to be the exercise of essential gov-
-9 ernmental functions within the meaning of 26 U.S.C. 115(1). Such
10 funds shall be credited to the center fund in accordance with the
11 provisions of sections five and six of said chapter forty J; pro-
-12 vided, however, that the amount so credited shall not exceed the
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13 amount proposed by the plan as required by said section six; pro-
-14 vided further that paragraph (1) of subsection (b) of section six
15 shall be deemed to include, in addition to centers that support edu-
-16 cational activities, centers intended to support basic research,
17 applied research, technology transfer activities and other activities
18 calculated to support an expanding technology-intensive economy
19 for the commonwealth; and provided, further, that the provisions
20 of paragraph (4) of subsection (b) of section six shall not apply to
21 the establishment and operation of such centers.

1 SECTION 9. To meet the expenses necessary to carry out the
2 provisions of section eight, the state treasurer shall, upon the
3 request of the governor, issue and sell bonds of the common-
-4 wealth in an amount to be specified by the governor, from time to
5 time, but not exceeding in the aggregate, the sum of fifty million
6 dollars. All bonds issued by the commonwealth, as aforesaid, shall
7 be designated on their face, Massachusetts Technology Park
8 Corporation Loan, Act of 1997, and shall be issued for such max-
-9 imum term of years, not exceeding twenty years, as the governor

10 may recommend to the general court pursuant to section 3 of
11 Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution of the
12 Commonwealth; provided however that such bonds shall be
13 payable no later than June thirtieth, two thousand and twenty-
-14 three. All interest and payments on account of principal of such
15 obligations shall be payable from the General Fund. Bonds and
16 interest therein issued under the authority of this section shall be
17 general obligations of the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 10. The State treasurer may borrow from time to
2 time on the credit of the commonwealth such sums of money as
3 may be necessary for the purpose of meeting payments authorized
4 by section eight and may issue and renew from time to time notes
5 of the commonwealth therefor, bearing interest payable as such
6 times and at such rates as shall be fixed by the state treasurer. In
7 accordance with the recommendations which the governor shall
8 submit pursuant to section 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments
9 to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, such notes shall be

10 issued and may be renewed one or more times for such terms, not

11 exceeding one year and the final maturities of such notes, whether
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12 original or renewal, shall not be later than June thirtieth, two thou-
-13 sand and thirteen.

1 SECTION 11. The commissioner of the division of capital
2 planning and operations is hereby directed to convey a certain
3 parcel of land, together with the buildings thereon, in the town of
4 Westborough, to the Massachusetts Technology Park Corporation,
5 a public instrumentality of the Commonwealth, by a deed
6 approved as to form by the attorney general, with terms substan-
-7 daily similar to the existing land disposition agreement with and
8 the deed to the corporation, for a nominal fee of one dollar.
9 Said parcel is bounded and described as follows:

10 Beginning at a point on the westerly side of Park Street
11 Extension, said point being approximately 240 feet from the inter-
-12 section of the northerly side of Oak Street and the easterly side of
13 Park Street.
14 Thence northerly along the easterly line of Park Street
15 Extension approximately 220 feet to a point.
16 Thence westerly by Parcel “1.(2)” 220 feet, more or less to a
17 point.
18 Thence southwesterly continuing by Parcel “1.(2)” 195 feet,
19 more or less, to a point.
20 Thence northwesterly continuing by Parcel “1.(2)” 140 feet,
21 more or less, to a point at land now or formerly of the
22 Massachusetts Technology Park Corporation.
23 Thence northeasterly along a drive by land now or formerly of
24 the Massachusetts Technology Park Corporation 430 feet, more or
25 less, to a point.
26 Thence westerly by land now or formerly of the
27 Commonwealth of Massachusetts 600 feet, more or less, to a
28 point, said point being the northeast corner of the premises.
29 Thence southerly by land now or formerly of the
30 Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the Town of Westborough
31 950 feet, more or less, to a point.
32 Thence westerly 280 feet by Parcel “M”, more or less, to the
33 point of beginning.
34 Said parcel contains approximately thirteen acres of land, and is
35 shown more particularly as “Parcel C” on a plan entitled “Lyman
36 School Disposition Plan”. The precise configuration of the parcel
37 shall be described in a land survey accompanying the master plan.
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38 No deed conveying by or on behalf of the commonwealth the
39 property described herein shall be valid unless such deed provides
40 that said land shall be not be used for any purpose or activity
41 which is inconsistent with the public purpose and delegated
42 powers of the corporation as set forth in chapter 40J of the
43 General Laws. Such deed or lease shall, if and to the extent deter-
-44 mined by the commissioner of the division of capital planning and
45 operations to be necessary or appropriate, also grant to the corpo-
-46 ration rights of way or easements over certain lands adjoining the
47 site and retained by the commonwealth.
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