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the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

I am filing for your consideration the attached legislative
iroposal, entitled "An Act Restricting Certain Transfers of Funds
letween Political Committees . "

s legislation closes a loi iphole in our state campaign
transfers of "soft money" frominance law that allows unlimited

the national committee of a political party to the state
mmittee of a political party. The bill would strike the6'

revision that created the loophole, and would add language
equiring that any funds transferred from the national committee
f a party come from a federally regulated account. This

requirement ensures that only funds that come from permissible
and recorded contributions under federal law will end up in the
accounts of Massachusetts party committees

This bill is an important step in the continuing effort to
an end to the use of "soft money" in political campaigns,
mor Weld and I urge your favorable consideration of this
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Seven

An Act restricting certain transfers of funds between political

COMMITTEES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The definition of “Contribution” in section 1 of chapter 55 of
2 the General Laws, as appearing in the 1994 Official Edition, is
3 hereby amended in lines 63 through 68 by striking out the words
4 “provided, further, that any transfer, payment or advance or any
5 other thing of value from the national committee of a political
6 party to the state committee of a political party to be used for
7 administrative, overhead, or party building activities, but not
8 including any direct contributions or services to candidates shall
9 not be considered to be a contribution” and inserting in place

10 thereof the following:— provided, further, that a transfer of
11 money or anything of value from the national committee of a
12 political party to the state committee of a political party shall not
13 be considered a contribution, where such transfer (i) is made from
14 the national committee’s federal depository account established in
15 accordance with, and subject to the prohibitions and limitations
16 of, the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 as amended and
17 any regulations promulgated pursuant thereto, (ii) is made to the
18 state committee’s depository account established pursuant to
19 section 19 of this chapter, and (iii) is used solely for administra-

-20 live, overhead or party building purposes and not for the purpose
21 of influencing the nomination or election of a candidate, or candi-
-22 dates, or of presidential and vice presidential electors, or for the
23 purpose of opposing or promoting a charter change, referendum
24 question, constitutional amendment, or other question submitted
25 to the voters. Under no circumstances may the state committee of
26 a political party receive a transfer of money or anything of value
27 from a non-federal or other account of the national committee of a
28 political party where such account is not subject to the prohibi-
-29 tions and limitations of said Federal Election Campaign Act.
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