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Mr. Speaker, my Fellow Members of the House, Ladies and
Gentlemen:

Today I am making my first presentation to the House of what will
be a continuous series of presentations entitled “This Is the Way It
Was in This Great House.”

Today, I would like us all to revisit the year 1630 on June 12th, 367
years ago today. For it is on this day, 367 years ago, that our story, our
House of Representatives, this Great House, which eventually would
build this present State House that will celebrate its bicentennial next
year, it was on this date in 1630 that a single act more than any other
was the moment of conception of this body, this Commonwealth, and
eventually this nation. And the seed planted on that day was the
Charter of the Massachusetts Bay Trading Company.

For many of you, I realize I am telling you something you already
know, but it bears repeating today as this series of presentations of
events significant, heroic, humorous or even obscure but of interest,
begins. After all, what better place to start than at the beginning.

If we look above at the first painting of the five representing mile-
stones on the road to Freedom. It is appropriate that the scene depicts
Governor Winthrop’s arrival at Salem with the chest containing the
Massachusetts Bay Trading Company charter being brought ashore.

This act is so significant, because it alone set in motion a 146 year
metamorphous resulting in the Declaration of Independence, a new
nation in 1776. Today we live in a world referred to as a global

economy and a global community. It is today a world of multi-
national corporations acquiring wealth, power and control around the
world. We see these corporations in our own country and we view
some as American companies, although they have other international
companies as major investors. Many are concerned that we are
moving towards an era of corporate government on a world wide
scale. One in which corporations will establish themselves as the
governing body in places in which they have corporate holdings
and administer such locales from board rooms far away and behind
closed doors.

THIS IS THE WAY IT WAS IN THIS GREAT HOUSE

ON JUNE 12, 1630.
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And that is exactly the kind of world it was in 1630, when
Governor Winthrop arrived with his company’s charter in hand in a
precedent setting act to establish for the first time a headquarters of
an English trading company in what was considered a foreign land
rather than in London, as usually required by law and tradition.

For it is the establishment of the trading company headquarters
here that led to belief in independence from the outset of this new
trading company in this new land.

The Plymouth Bay Company had proved a continuous settlement in
the new world was possible and in years to come, would be absorbed
by the Massachusetts Bay Company.

In August of 1629 in Cambridge, England, twelve men gathered
and pooled their investments to form the Massachusetts Bay Trading
Company. They would solicit John Winthrop, an attorney and squire,
who would eventually be elected Governor by the Board of
Assistants. The custom was for the investors in the trading company
to elect either from their group, one of them, or solicit someone to
serve as Governor, The rest would serve as his Board of Assistants.

Collectively, the Assistants would make policy decisions and the
Governor, who participated in policy making, would also be the exec-
utive to carry out administration of the company with the assistance
of the Board.

In short, the trading company operated like our corporations of
today with a Chairman/CEO of the board called Governor and their
version of a board of directors the Assistants to the Governor. But
they ruled from afar. The East India Company, for example, ruled the
nation of India for over 200 years from London.

How is it that the Massachusetts Bay Trading Company ruled from
Salem, Watertown and eventually from Boston? And this is where the
historical debate arises. For it is the only charter of all the colonies
that did not bear the language that required the company’s headquar-
ters to be in London.

Hi storical accounts differ: some indicate it was by design and
supported law by other ventures previously authorized, but none were
actual colonies. Some historians claim it was inadvertent error.
A scrivener’s error when the charter was first granted and executed in
March of 1628, allowing the company to take advantage of the error
to argue for transfer of the charter to New England.
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And still others intimate that this previous document lacking the
significant phrasing to keep the company in London was the work of
fraud and perhaps even an improper payment to a scribe

But the requirement for a London headquarters was not present and

in 1629 through 1630, the company investors fought in the courts to

move the headquarters and did
Winthrop was solicited as Governor, a break from tradition since

he was not even one of the investors, but he held an attorneyship and
was widely known among county families. He was a known puritan,
as were the prime investment holders of the company, who in 1629
agreed to move to New England to eventually establish a puritan
commonwealth. As a puritan by reputation, Winthrop lost his
attorneyship under Charles I.

On June 12, Governor Winthrop came ashore, bringing with him
the Charter and the .right to establish the company’s headquarters
here. A fathering of the Assistants, which was often referred to as a
Great and General Assemblie or Court would convene. The General
Court was formed and would rule on policy, but also settle all matter

nin the colony, including disputes of partie
A few months after the Charter’s arrival in Massachusetts, the

first meeting of our Great and General Court, the first meeting of this
body that is gathered here today, met 367 years ago in Salem on

October 19, 1630.
But for some phrasing, or the lack thereof, the omission of some

heretofore standard but ever so key language, the opportunity for
a new nation would not have existed. But the opportunity was present,
whether by accident or design, by legal awareness or by clandestine
improprieties, the trading company was now officially in
New England and the birth of this Great and General Court oi ours

was assured.
AnU th -At B thp wav it was on June 12, 1630 at the beginning of thisAnd that is the way it was on Jl

Great and General Court.
Respectfully submitted to the Great and General Court this 12th

Jay of June, 19(
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