
No. 5442
By Mr. Murphy of Springfield, petition of Dennis M. Murphy and

Steven C. Panagiotakos relative to electric transmission lines under
the jurisdiction of the Energy Facilities Siting Board, Energy.

In the Year One Thousand Nine I fund

An Act redefining the mandate of the energy facilities siting
BOARD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Genen
ssemhl ?v the authority of the same, as fothC

SECTION 1. Section 69G of Chapter 164 of the General Laws,
as most recently amended by sections 200, 201, 202. and 203 ol
Chapter 164 of the Acts of 1997, is hereby amended by inserting

4 after the definition of “Electric Company” the following new
3 definition:—
6 “Existing Transmission Corridor”, a right of way consisting ol
7 easement rights or in-fee ownership held by an electric, genera-
8 lion, distribution, or transmission company, generally separate
9 from any transportation right of way, which is currently occupied

10 by one or more electric lines.

I SECTION 2. Said section 69G of Chapter 164, as so amended,
is hereby further amended by striking the definition of “facility

3 and inserting in place thereof the following new definition: -

4 “Facility”, (I) a generating facility; (2) any new electric trans
5 mission line having a design rating of 69 kilovolts or more and
6 which is one mile or more in length except reconductoring or
7 rebuilding of transmission lines at the same voltage; (3) an artcil-
-8 lary structure which is an integral part of the operation of any
9 transmission line which is a facility; (4) a unit, including associ-

-10 ated buildings and structures, designed for or capable of the
1 1 manufacture or storage of gas, except such units below a min-
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12 imum threshold size as established by regulation; and (5) a new
13 pipeline for the transmission of gas having a normal operating
14 pressure in excess of 100 pounds per square inch gauge and which
15 is one mile or more in length, on a new transmission corridor,
16 except restructuring, rebuilding or relaying of existing transmis-

sion lines of the same capacity

SECTION 3. Section 69J of Chapter 164 of the General
2 Laws, as most recently amended by sections 208 and 209 of
3 Chapter 164 of the Acts of 1997, is hereby amended by
4 inserting between the third and fourth paragraphs, thereof the
5 following new paragraph
6 No applicant shall be required to provide data on a noticed
7 alternative route for an electric transmission line, provided that:
8 (I) said transmission line is less than 345 kilovolts and less than
9 ten miles in length; (2) no more than one-half mile or 20 percent

10 of the overall facility length, whichever is less, falls outside of
I I or requires an expansion of an existing transmission corridor;
12 (3) no residence located on property that abuts any new or
13 expanded right-of-way is located within 200 feet of the right-of-
-14 way, unless the property owner consents to the construction of the
15 transmission line; (4) the average height of the proposed transmis-
-16 sion structures over any continuous one mile segment of the
17 existing transmission corridor does not exceed the average height
18 of transmission structures used by the highest line on the existing
19 transmission corridor by more than 15 feet or more than 20 per-

-20 cent, whichever is less; (5) where the edge of the existing trails-
-21 mission corridor abuts property occupied by one or more
22 residences located within 100 feet of that edge, the transmission
23 line does not include components or horizontal clearance require-
-24 ments extending to within 20 feet of the existing ROW edge,
25 without the consent of the property owner; and (6) said transmis-
-26 sion line is not scoped for an EIR.
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