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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, June 11, 1998

The committee on Human Services and Elderly Affairs, to whom
was referred the petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 5452) of
Edward G. Connolly, Louis L. Kafka, Jo Ann Sprague, Evelyn G.
Chesky, Mary Jeanette Murray and another relative to the benefits
provided for the parents and spouses of certain veterans killed in
action or classified as missing in action, reports recommending that
the accompanying bill (House, No. 5598) ought to pass.

[Estimated Cost: $750,000.00.]

For the committee

MICHAEL P. CAHILL.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Eight

An Act providing benefits for certain parents and spouses of
VETERANS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 115 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 6A, as amended by section 84 of
3 chapter 43 of the acts of 1997, and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section:—
5 Section 6A. As used in this section and in sections six B and
6 six C, the word “veteran” means any person who has performed
7 wartime service as defined in clause Forty-third of section seven
8 of chapter four, or any person who served on active duty in the
9 armed forces of the United States for a period of at least 180 days,

10 and whose last discharge or release from the armed forces of the
11 United States was under other than dishonorable conditions, and
12 who is a resident of the commonwealth.

1 SECTION 2. Said chapter 115 is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 68, as most recently amended by section 87 of
3 said chapter 43, and inserting in place thereof the following
4 section;—
5 Section 68. In addition to any other aid to which a veteran is
6 entitled, a veteran who, according to the records of the Veterans’
7 Administration of the United States government, has suffered per-
-8 manent impairment of vision of both eyes of the following status:
9 central visual acuity of 5/200 or less in the better eye, with correc-

-10 tive glasses, or central visual acuity of more than 5/200 if there is
11 a field defect in which the peripheral field has contracted to such
12 an extent that the widest diameter of visual field subtends an
13 angular distance no greater than twenty degrees in the better eye,
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14 a veteran who is suffering from paraplegia and has permanent
15 paralysis of both legs and lower parts of the body, resulting from
16 traumatic injury to the spinal cord or brain, sustained through
17 enemy action, or accident while in such military or naval service,
18 and a veteran who has permanent paralysis of both legs and lower
19 parts of the body, resulting from malaria, anemia, other forms of
20 disease, tumors or poisoning which may produce signs and symp-
-21 toms similar to those resulting from traumatic paraplegia and
22 certified by said Veterans’ Administration to be service-connected
23 shall be paid so long as such blindness or permanent paralysis
24 exists, the sum of fifteen hundred dollars annually in two equal
25 payments on July first and January first. Such payments shall be
26 due and payable from the date of his application. This section
27 shall not include paraplegia resulting from locomotor ataxia and
28 other forms of syphilis of the central nervous system, or chronic
29 alcoholism.
30 A veteran who has lost both legs or is otherwise determined to
31 be 100 per cent disabled by the Veterans’ Administration as a
32 result of enemy action or an accident certified by said Veterans’
33 Administration to be service connected shall be paid the sum of
34 fifteen hundred dollars annually in two equal payments on July
35 first and January first. Such payments shall be due and payable
36 from the date of his application.
37 The spouse and each surviving legal parent of a member of
38 the armed forces of the United States, whose death occurred as
39 a result of injury sustained or disease contracted during active
40 service in time of war or insurrection or combat, shall be paid the
41 sum of fifteen hundred dollars annually in two equal payments on
42 July first and January first. Such payments shall be due and
43 payable from the date of application.
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