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To the Honorable Senate and House ofRepresentatives;

I am filing for your consideration the attached proposal for a legislative
amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth. The proposed amendment
would prohibit incarcerated criminals from voting in Massachusetts.

In the overwhelming majority of states, criminals in prison cannot vote.
Massachusetts is presently one ofonly a handful of exceptions. The time has
come to tell would-be criminals in Massachusetts that committing crimes has
serious consequences, not only in terms ofprison time, but also in terms of the
right to participate in deciding how society shouldbe run.

Criminals behind bars have no business deciding who should govern the
law-abiding citizens of the Commonwealth. This proposed amendment will
ensure that criminals pay their debt to society before they regain their right to
participate in the political process.

GOVERNOR

I urge you to give this proposed amendment favorable consideration at the
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Eight

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
PROHIBITING INCARCERATED CRIMINALS FROM VOTING IN
MASSACHUSETTS.

1 A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
2 of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be expe-
-3 dient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
4 Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of the
5 Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next
6 General Court and approved by the people at the state election
7 next following]:

8 ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.

9 Article three of the Amendments to the Constitution, as
10 amended, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
11 “upwards” the following words;—

, excepting persons who are
12 incarcerated in a state or federal prison or in a house of correction
13 due to a criminal conviction, and.
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