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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
Pursuant to the provisions of Section 5 of Article 63 of the Amendments to the

Constitution, I am today signing House 5291, “An Act Relative to the Development and
Preservation of Affordable Housing”.

The bill reflects my commitment to critical housing and development needs in the
Commonwealth. The bill, providing capital funding for maintenance and improvement of
the Commonwealth's public housing, promotes stable public housing communities in
which residents are encouraged to attain self-sufficiency. The bill also provides
additional funding for the Community Development Action Grant program, which makes
important infrastructure grants to communities and thereby fosters economic growth and
expanded employment opportunities. The bill also provides funding to preserve
affordable housing in private developments, thereby avoiding the displacement of low
income residents.

I am, however, vetoing sections 6, 7 and 9 of the bill. Section 6 would require the
Department of Housing and Community Development to submit annually to the
Legislature a capital spending plan reflecting a “balanced allocation” of capital funds
under this Act, a phrase which I am concerned could be interpreted in a manner that
would unduly interfere with executive management and implementation. Section 7
would require the Department to undertake a formal study and report to the Legislature
on “the effect on the quality and availability of open space of awards of financial
assistance made pursuant to this act”; the primary mission, however, of the Department
is public housing, not open space, and I do not wish to divert the Department from this
important task. Finally, section 9 would require the Department to undertake a formal
study of increasing occupancy of “congregate housing units” (units having common
living and kitchen areas); 1 am vetoing the section because the reason for low occupancy
namely that most people prefer to live in units having private kitchens and living are:
clear without the need for the time and expense of a formal study, and thus the study
would not reveal much that is not already known.

I hereby approve the remainder of this Act
Respectfully submitted
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