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In Ihe Year Two Thousand and Three,

REMARKS OF THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE MASSA-
CHUSETTS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, BRADLEY H.
JONES, JR., DELIVERED TO A SESSION OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES ON JANUARY 1, 2003.

January 1,2003

Thank you Mr. Speaker and through you to the members, honored
guests, friends and family. How fortunate we are to be gathered here in
this historic building on this very special occasion.

To my veteran colleagues and the 22 new members I offer my sin-
cerest congratulations for earning the high honor and privilege of repre-
senting the citizens of this great Commonwealth for the 183rd biennial
session of the Massachusetts legislature. I offer my congratulations to
you Mr. Speaker on your re-election, an outcome that was never
in doubt.

It is gratifying to see so many spouses, sons and daughters, grandsons
and granddaughters, parents and grandparents, brothers and sisters,
friends and supporters assembled here today, 1 commend each of you for
the important role you play. Thank you very much for the sacrifice and
support you show every day. If it were not for your constant support and
commitment we would not be here.

I stand before you today humbled by the privilege the people of
Reading, North Reading, Lynnfield and Middleton have bestowed upon
me. I am grateful for their trust and vote of confidence to allow me to
exercise my judgment on their behalf during these difficult times.

1 take this opportunity to publicly thank the members of the Repub-
lican Caucus for the faith and confidence they have shown in me by
allowing me to serve as the Minority Leader. I pledge my diligence and
hard work on their behalf.

On a personal note, I am here today doing a job I love and enjoy
because of the extraordinary support 1 receive from my family and
friends. My parents, Brad and Jean, who are home watching today, have
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stood with me through every election and I thank them for their support
and assistance.

! proud to be joined today in the chamber by my in-laws Richard
and Ruth Sawin who could not possibly be any more helpful or sup-
portive and serve as excellent role models. 1 welcome my brother-in-law
Rick the Democrat in the family who tries to make sure my daughter has
as many stuffed donkeys as elephants. And thank you to my good friend
Greg Wilson for joining us today. As always by my side is my wife
Linda who makes sure I stay focused and graciously endures each of the
sacrifices required of my public service. Last but not least, I would
like to introduce you to my baby daughter Alexis, the real Speaker of
my House.

! have had the privilege of serving under four different Minority
Leader’s each with a unique style and temperament. I am grateful to
each of them for their leadership and the opportunities given to me. To
say it was a dream of mine to serve as the Minority Leader would be an
overstatement 1 never envisioned in my dreams speaking in this his-
toric chamber at this podium on swearing-in day.

Twelve years ago, almost to the day, I stood in the back of the
chamber amongst the crowd straining to observe the proceedings. As a
young legislative aide I stood in awe on my first day in the building
looking around the chamber.

Then like now there was little good fiscal news to be found. Today we
face difficult painful course that must be followed in order for us to bal-
ance the books. Twelve years ago during similarly difficult times there
was, as I hope there will be now, a tremendous sense of cooperation.
While there was not agreement on every point or policy but still a mea-
surable sense of purpose that the magnitude of the problem and the
urgency of the moment was much greater than many of the things that
might normally divide us. Today it is incumbent on us to work towards
that same level of common public purpose.

We face a daunting task during the next two years to put the state’s
fiscal house in order. The decisions we make will have far reaching
impacts on the people that we represent. We must be mindful of the
lon”-term consequences of those decisions and the effects they have
on our economy and citizenry. We must strive for solutions for which
the short-term benefits are not overshadowed by the long-term costs.

Fach member here today will face difficult choices in the weeks and
months ahead.
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It is incumbent upon us to rise to the challenges and issues before us.
While the past has seen many legislative accomplishments we have also
seen our share of shortcomings. A variety of issues beyond our state’s
most immediate fiscal crisis demand our attention. Changes to Chap-
ter 408, reform of our unemployment insurance system, and sentenc-
ing guidelines are but a few of the issues we must craft legislation to
address together.

Mr. Speaker, I am certain we will have differences on policy not all of
which we will be able to reconcile. The debate on those differences is a
fundamental part of our representative democracy. 1 seek those debates
not simply with the hope that we might carry the day but with the deep
and abiding belief that the debate we have is expected of us by our con-
stituents and required of us by the founding fathers to serve and protect
our democracy.

Mr. Speaker I am confident that we will have differences about the
process and the rules. The rules should allow for the timely and orderly
flow of legislation. The rules should ensure that the majority is able to
advance an agenda while protecting the rights of the minority, however
defined, to debate, amend, or oppose that agenda. The rules we govern
ourselves by and the process we use to make laws say as much about
who we are as any bill we may pass. We must be mindful of this institu-
tion’s legacy, which has been entrusted to us as temporary occupants to
help shape, carry forward, and pass on to our successors.

I pledge to work with you Mr. Speaker to advance those pieces of leg-
islation we in the Minority Party believe are in the best interests of the
citizens of Massachusetts. Likewise Mr. Speaker we will do our best to
defeat, derail or deter those proposals that we do not believe are in the
best interests of the citizenry.

Though our Caucus is small we are determined and will do our utmost
to shed light on the issues of the day and processes of this House in a
way that exceeds our numbers. We will advance and support open debate
on every issue and support the desire of any and all members to have a
voice and a vote on an issue.

Mr. Speaker we stand ready to work with you and the majority to
meet the challenges that face each of us over the next two years.

Thank you, happy New Year and God Bless
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