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By Mr. Rushing of Boston, petition of Byron Rushing and other
members of the General Court relative to the treatment of emotionally
disturbed prisoners. Public Safety.

Cljc Commontoealtf) of iHlasshidiusetts

In the Year Two Thousand and Three

An Act relative to the treatment of prisoners.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 127 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding
2 after Section 32 the following new section;—

3 Section 32A. TREATMENT OF EMOTIONALLY DIS-
-4 TURBED PRISONERS
5 (A) Prohibitions Concerning Intervention for Self-Mutilation
6 and Suicide Attempts

(1) The commissioner shall ensure that any inmate who either
8 commits self-mutilation or attempts suicide shall not be disci-

-9 plined or punished for such behavior. Forms of discipline and
10 punishment that shall be prohibited shall include, but not be lim-
-11 ited to, disciplinary tickets, confinement in segregation units or
12 departmental disciplinary units, solitary confinement, physical
13 force, verbal abuse, inadequate medical treatment, and deprivation
14 of sleep, food, water, clothes, or items needed for personal
15 hygiene.

16 (B) Proscriptions Concerning Intervention for Suicide Attempts
17 (1) The commissioner shall ensure that the following steps are
18 taken to insure appropriate responses to suicide attempts. Institu-
-19 tional staff will be trained in techniques for responding to suicide
20 attempts that ensure the implementation of necessary first aid and
21 the safe extrication of inmates who hang themselves. An inmate
22 who attempts suicide shall receive emergency medical treatment.
23 Following this treatment, the inmate shall be immediately corn-
-24 mitted to a hospital. Within 24 hours after commitment into a hos-
25 pital, a psychiatrist shall evaluate the inmate and provi
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proscriptions for the inmate’s medical and mental health care
These proscriptions shall be implemented.

C) Proscriptions Concerning Intervention for Self-Mutilation
(1) The commissioner shall ensure that the following steps are

iken to insure appropriate responses to self-mutilation. Institu-
tional staff will be trained in techniques for responding to self-
mutilation that ensure the implementation of necessary first aid.
An inmate who commits self-mutilation shall receive emergency
medical treatment. Following this treatment, the inmate shall be
immediately committed to a hospital. Within 24 hours after com-
mitment into a hospital, a psychiatrist shall evaluate the inmate
and provide relevant proscriptions for the inmate’s medical and
mental health care. These proscriptions shall be implemented.
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