
HOUSE No. 1710
By Mr. Sullivan of Braintree, petition of Joseph C. Sullivan relative

to the descent and distribution of property. The Judiciary.

In the Year Two Thousand and Three

An Act relative to the descent and distribution of property.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 265 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2000
2 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding the following new
3 section:—
4 Section 46. The court shall prohibit any person charged with
5 the unlawful killing of the decedent from taking from the dece-
-6 dent’s estate through its distribution and disposition including
7 property held between the person charged and the decedent in
8 joint tenancy or by tenancy in the entirety. The court shall con-
-9 sider any person convicted of the unlawful killing of the decedent

10 as predeceasing the decedent for the purpose of distribution and
11 disposition of the decedent’s estate including property held
12 between the person charged and the decedent in joint tenancy or
13 by tenancy in the entirety. The bar to succession shall apply only
14 to murder in the first degree, murder in the second degree or
15 manslaughter; it shall not include vehicular homicide or negligent
16 manslaughter in the death of the decedent. No court shall dis-
-17 tribute the accused’s share of the decedent’s assets until a verdict
18 of finding on the charge has been rendered in open court. If the
19 court determines the accused not guilty of the unlawful killing of
20 the decedent, the accused may lake by descent or distribution
21 from the decedent’s estate under law.
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