
HOUSE No. 2290
By Mr. O’Brien of Kingston, petition of Thomas J. O’Brien for

legislation to establish a bureau of power linemen in the Department
ofPublic Safety. Public Safety.

fEljf Commontoealtf) of iHassacltusctts

In the Year Two Thousand and Three,

An Act creating a bureau of power linemen in the department of
PUBLIC SAFETY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 146 of the General Laws, as currently
2 existing, shall be amended by adding the following sections
3 Section 90. Definitions
4 As used in this section and in Sections 90 to 97 inclusive, the
5 following words shall have the following meaning
6 (a) “Power Lineman", a person qualified to operate, erect, con-
-7 struct, connect, splice, maintain or repair lines and equipment for
8 the transmission or distribution of electrical power, excluding
9 operators of substations owned and operated by an electric com-

10 pany and who has been engaged as an apprentice power lineman
11 for thirty-six months.
12 (b) “Apprentice Power Lineman”, a person who is learning or
13 working at the occupation of a power lineman under the direct
14 supervision of a journeyman power lineman for a period of not
15 less than thirty-six months; provided further, that only one appren-
-16 tice power lineman be under the direct supervision of a jour-
-17 neyman power lineman.
18 (c) "Journeyman Power Lineman”, any person who has com-
-19 pleted an apprenticeship program satisfactory to the Bureau and
20 who, by himself, or with other journeymen power linemen, per-
-21 forms the work of a power lineman.

(d) “Electric Company”, a firm, association, private corpora-
-23 tion, municipal corporation, political subdivision which, in whole
24 or in part, owns or operates works or plant system, for the produc-
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25 tion, distribution and sale of electricity within the Commonwealth
26 of Massachusetts.
27 (e) “Bureau”, the Bureau of Linemen established by §IOB of
28 Chapter twenty-two.
29 (f) “Commissioner”, the Commissioner of Public Safety
30 Section 91. Examiners.
31 The Bureau shall establish the examination for applicants for
32 journeyman power lineman. For the examination, the Bureau shall
33 use National Electrical Safety Codes relating in whole or in part to
34 outside line construction, the linemen and cablemen’s handbook
35 the rules and regulations formulated and adopted by the Bureau.
36 Section 92. Necessity for License.
37 No person shall work as a power lineman unless he is lawfully
38 licensed under the provisions of Section 94 of M.G.L. c. 146, pro-
-39 vided, however, that a license shall be issued to anyone who, prior
40 to the effective date of this section, has successfully completed an
41 apprenticeship program certified by the Commonwealth of Massa-
-42 chusetts or the United States Department of Labor for electrical
43 transmission and distribution work or submits, within three
44 months of the effective date of this section, evidence acceptable to
45 the Bureau of linemen to establish that he has satisfactorily per-
-46 formed at least thirty-six months of full time employment in elec-
-47 trical transmission and distribution work during the five years
48 immediately proceeding such submission.
49 Section 93. Penalties.
50 Any person, firm or corporation, or employee thereof, and any
51 member or officer of such firm or corporation individually
52 entering upon or engaging in the work of a power lineman as
53 defined in Section 90 of M.G.L. c. 146, without having complied
54 with this chapter, shall for the first offense, be punished by a fine
55 of not less than fifty or more than one hundred dollars and for a
56 subsequent offense by a fine of not less than one hundred nor
57 more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment in the House
58 of Correction for six months or both.
59 The District Engineering Inspectors, as defined in Section 6of
60 Chapter 22 shall be charged with enforcement of this chapter.
61 They shall have all necessary powers to require compliance here-
-62 with, including the power to institute and prosecute proceedings in
63 the Superior Court Department of the Trial Court.
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64 Section 94. License Applications.
65 Each application for a license under this section shall be filed
66 with the Department of Public Safety on a blank furnished by the
67 Bureau. The Bureau shall assure that examinations are held by the
68 Department of Public Safety in such cities and at such times as
69 may be necessary.
70 The fee for the first license of a journeyman power lineman and
71 for any annual renewal thereof shall be determined annually by
72 the Bureau. Licenses shall be valid throughout the Commonwealth
73 but shall not be assignable. A license shall continue in force for
74 one year from the date of issuance. Licenses not renewed at the
75 expiration date shall become null and void, and shall after one
76 year be reinstated only by reexamination of the licensee. A notice
77 of the date of expiration shall, at least thirty days prior thereto, be
78 sent to the licensee.
79 Section 95. Carrying License
80 A license to work as a journeyman power lineman shall be carried
81 on the person thereof when working as a journeyman lineman.
82 Section 96. Revocation of License.
83 A person who is refused a license pursuant to Section 94 of
84 M.G.L. c. 146, or whose license is revoked, may appeal such deci-
-85 sion to the Commissioner, who shall grant a rehearing of the case.
86 If such person is aggrieved by the Commissioner’s decision, he
87 may appeal such decision to the Bureau, which shall review the
88 Commissioner’s decision.
89 Section 97. Declaration of Emergency.
90 The Director of Public Safety may declare a state of emergency
91 which would operate to stay application of Section 93 of M.G.L. c.
92 146, temporarily, provided, however, that such a state of emergency
93 shall only be declared due to an act of God affecting more than
94 twenty-five percent of the customer base of an electric company and
95 shall only apply to repair of already existing and operating lines and
96 equipment and shall not last more than fifteen calendar days.

1 SECTION 2. M.G.L. c. 22, as currently existing, shall be
2 amended to add the following language:—
3 Section 108. Bureau of Power Linemen.
4 There shall be in the Department of Public Safety a Bureau, but
5 not under the control of the Commissioner, to be known as the
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6 Bureau of Power Linemen. The Bureau shall consist of eleven
7 members, one of whom shall be the Commissioner of Public
8 Safety or his designee and ten of whom shall be appointed by the
9 Governor, one of whom shall be a representative of the public,

10 one of whom shall be a representative of an electrical company
11 subject to the regulation of the Department of Telecommunica-

-12 tions and Energy pursuant to Ch. 25, one of whom shall be a
13 power lineman with a minimum of ten years experience as a
14 power lineman employed by an electrical company subject to the
15 regulation of the Department of Telecommunications and Energy
16 pursuant to Ch. 25, one of whom shall be a member of the
17 National Electrical Contractors Association, one of whom shall be
18 a power lineman with a minimum of ten years experience as a
19 power lineman employed by a member of the National Electrical
20 Contractors Association, one of whom shall be a member of New
21 England Electrical Power Association, one of whom shall be a
22 power lineman employed by the New England Electrical Power
23 Association with a minimum of ten years experience as a power
24 lineman, one of whom shall be an officer of the International
25 Brotherhood of Electrical Workers or its designee, one of whom
26 shall be an officer of the New England Utilities Council or its
27 designee, and one of whom shall be designated by the Massachu-
-28 setts Department of Occupational Safety. Said members shall be
29 designated in groups of two in their initial appointments to serve
30 for one, two, three, and four years, respectively. Upon the expira-
-31 tion of the term of office of a member, his successor shall be
32 appointed in the manner of aforesaid for four years. The commis-
-33 sioner of public safety or his designee shall be designated the
34 chairman.
35 Each appointive member of the bureau shall be paid fifty dol-
-36 lars for each day while engaged in the actual performance of his
37 duties as such; provided, however, that such payment shall not
38 exceed seven hundred and fifty dollars in the aggregate in any
39 fiscal year; and provided further, that such member shall also
40 receive from the commonwealth all expenses necessarily incurred
41 by him in connection with his official duties.
42 There shall be an executive secretary of the bureau, who shall
43 assist the members in their responsibilities. Such clerical, tech-
-44 nical and other assistants required by the bureau shall be assigned

by the commissioner
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