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®fir Commontoealtt) of iHaSsacfiusetts

In the Year Two Thousand and Three

An Act establishing a food biotechnology task force.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 These shall be a food biotechnology task force chaired by the
2 commissioner of the department of food and agriculture. The task
3 force shall consult with the appropriate state agencies and the
4 University of Massachusetts. The Massachusetts Department of
5 Food and Agriculture shall be the lead agency.
6 An advisory committee shall be appointed by the task force to
7 provide input on issues reviewed by the task force. The advisory
8 committee shall consist of representatives from consumer groups,
9 environmental organizations, farmers, representatives from the

10 biotechnology industry, researchers, organic farmers, food proces-
-11 sors, retailers, representatives from the Massachusetts of Eco-
-12 nomic Development and others with interests in the issues
13 surrounding biotechnology.
14 Subject to appropriation or additional funding, the Massachu-
-15 setts Department of Food and Agriculture shall establish a task
16 force to accomplish the purposes of this article and shall consult,
17 where appropriate, with the University of Massachusetts, or other
18 entities to review issues evaluated by the task force or support
19 activities of the advisory committee.

20 The task force may request particular agencies to lead the effort
21 to evaluate various factors related to food biotechnology. As
22 funding becomes available, the task force shall evaluate factors
23 including all of the following:
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24 (1) Definition and categorization of food biotechnology and
25 production processes.
26 (2) Scientific literature on the subject and a characterization of
27 information resources readily available to consumers.
28 (3) Issues related to domestic and international marketing of
29 biotechnology foods such as the handling, processing, manufac-
-30 luring, distribution, labeling and marketing of these products.
31 (4) Potential benefits and impacts to human health, the state’s
32 economy and the environment accruing from food biotechnology.
33 (5) Existing federal and state evaluation and oversight proce-
-34 dures.
35 The task force shall report issues studied, findings, basis for
36 their findings and recommendations to the Governor and the
37 Legislature by December 31, 2003.
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