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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives

I am filing today for your consideration the attached bill entitled “An Act
Designating Portions of Interstate 90 and Interstate 93.”

The Central Artery Project, so called “The Big Dig,” has been a part of
life in Boston for over a decade. And while Bostonians, Bay Staters and visi-
tors have learned to live with the Big Dig, soon the era of digging will be
over and the time for driving will begin.

The attached legislation designates the north and southbound tunnels of
Interstate 93 as the Liberty Tunnel, in honor of all those who served, fought,
suffered and made the ultimate sacrifice so that we as Americans can live
free of tyranny.

Boston is the cradle of liberty, where Patriots established the foundation
of a free and democratic nation. Throughout our nation’s history, from the
battles of Bunker Hill and Lexington and Concord to the Battle of the Bulge,
the sons and daughters of Massachusetts have fought bravely in every war
to protect and expand the sphere of democracy and liberty throughout
the world.

The list of people who have contributed to our definition of liberty is
broad and diverse. Today, as our soldiers and sailors serve in foreign lands,
our finest and bravest first responders protect the Homeland. As reminded by
the events of September I 1, police and firefighters routinely place them-
selves in harm’s way without regard to personal safety. Countless other
people have put themselves in service to our country, making lasting contri-
butions to the liberty and freedom we enjoy.



[March7. HOUSE —No. 3733

One such individual deserves special recognition for his service to our
Commonwealth and country. Thomas P. “Tip” O’Neill, former Speaker of

the Massachusetts House of Representatives and the United States House
of Representatives selflessly gave over fifty years of service to the people of
Massachusetts. The attached legislation further designates the tunnel located
under the Fort Point Channel on Interstate 90 to Speaker O Neill, in lasting
memory of his extraordinary service

1 urge your prompt and favorable consideration of this naming legislation

Respectfully submitted,

MITT ROMNEYyT
Governor. /
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In the Year Two Thousand and Three

An Act designating portions of interstate 90 and interstate 93.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. The northbound and southbound tunnel of inter-
-2 state 93, located in the city of Boston, otherwise known as the
3 central artery, which extends north of the intersection of interstate
4 90 and interstate 93 to the Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Bridge,
5 shall be designated and known as the Liberty Tunnel. Nothing in
6 this section shall repeal the designation contained in chapter 354
7 of the acts of 1951. The Massachusetts turnpike authority shall
8 erect and maintain suitable markers bearing said designation.

1 SECTION 2. The portion of interstate 90 extending east of the
2 intersection of interstate 90 and interstate 93 to the Ted Williams
3 Tunnel, including the tunnel located under the Fort Point Channel
4 and located in the city of Boston shall be designated and known as
5 the Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. Tunnel, in honor of his service to the
6 commonwealth of Massachusetts and the United States of
7 America. The Massachusetts turnpike authority shall erect and
8 maintain suitable markers bearing said designation.
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