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By Ms. Gobi of Spencer, petition of Anne M. Gobi, Stephen M.
Brewer and Mark J. Carron (by vote of the town) relative to vacancies
in certain offices in the town of Spencer. Local Affairs and Regional
Government. [Local Approval Received.]

Commontoealtf) of iflassacfjusctts

In the Year Two Thousand and Three

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 3of chapter 523 of the acts of 1979 is
2 hereby amended by striking out in line 8 the words:— twenty
3 five nor more than thirty five” and inserting in place thereof the
4 following;— 35 nor more than 45.

1 SECTION 2. Section sof said chapter 523 is hereby amended
2 by adding the following 2 paragraphs: —
3 In the event that a recall results in the membership of a multiple
4 number board, commission or authority being reduced below the
5 number of duly qualified and serving members necessary to con-
-6 stitute a quorum, the vacancy shall, notwithstanding any general
7 or special law to the contrary, and pending the election of a suc-
-8 cessor, be filled according to the following line of succession; in
9 the order of the longest continuously serving elected town official

10 from among town moderator, town clerk, town treasurer, town
11 collector, assessors, board of health, board of water commis-
-12 sioners and board of sewer commissions, willing to serve in the
13 vacant position. Such town moderator or elected official shall be

14 sworn to the office being filled and shall serve until his successor

15 is elected and duly qualified and sworn and he shall receive no

16 additional compensation for his service in filling the vacancy.
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17 In the event that a vacancy is temporarily filled as provided in
18 the foregoing paragraph, such reconstituted board, commission or
19 authority shall be authorized to act only upon routine ministerial
20 matters as well as licensing and permitting matters within its juris-
-21 diction, and, in the event the board with the multiple vacancies is
22 the board of selectmen, then such board of selectmen shall also
23 have the authority to take actions involving responses to imminent
24 threats or emergency, the appointment of special town counsel in
25 matters where the town counsel must recuse himself, the response
26 to and settlement of laws against the town and the execution of
27 instruments of bonded indebtedness, and agreements for grants-in-
-28 aid as previously authorized by a town meeting.
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