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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Pursuant to Part the Second, Chapter 1, Section I, Article II of the Consti-
tution of the Commonwealth. I am returning unsigned House Bill No. 4508,
“An Act Relative to the Establishment of the Position of Director ofFinance
in the City of Revere.”

House Bill No. 4508 would establish the position of director of finance in
Revere to oversee all of the city's financial matters, including data pro-
cessing operations relating to finance. It would make the director of finance
a special municipal employee, provided that the director met the require-
ments of the definition of “special municipal employee" found in G.L.
c, 268A, §l, which provides that the position be uncompensated; part-time;
or permitted outside employment. The bill expressly permits the director of
finance to also serve as the city treasurer and city collector. The bill ratifies
any pre-existing city ordinance relating to the position of director of finance.

House Bill No. 4508 attempts to address the conflict of interest issue
raised where it appears that a municipal employee has a “financial interest"
with that same municipality, a situation prohibited by G.L. c. 268A, §2O.
The ethics commission has rendered detailed instructions regarding how
officials who hold other municipal and state appointments could comply
with the state ethics law in accepting director of finance positions. This bill
would exempt the need for compliance with these instructions. I hese cir-
cumstances, particularly dealing with municipal finance, require greater
adherence to conflict of interests laws.

Executive Departmentg I



HOUSE No. 4867 [June 2004]

For this reason, I am returning House Bill No. 4508 unsigned.

Respectfully submitted.

Acting Governor.
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