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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives
Pursuant to Article LVI of the Constitution of the Commonwealth, as

amended by Article XC, Section 3 of the Amendments to the Constitution of
the Commonwealth, 1 am returning to you for amendment House Bill
No. 4677, “An Act Relative to Creditable Service for Service Rendered as a
School Nurse.”

House Bill 4677 would amend Section 5(4) of Chapter 32 of the General
Laws, where the so-called teachers “Retirement Plus” program is codified,
by allowing school nurses to opt into the program. Retirement Plus allows
teachers with 30 years of creditable service, at least 20 years of which are
service as a teacher, to retire with an enhanced retirement benefit. According
to the Executive Office for Administration and Finance, Retirement Plus
added nearly $1.5 billion to the Commonwealth’s $l2 billion unfunded pen-
sion liability. Expanding eligibility without funding the associated pension
liability would only exacerbate the burden placed on the taxpayers and the
state s pension systems. Therefore, I recommend that the General Court
amend House Bill 4677 to provide that it only become effective upon appro-priation and deposit into the Pension Reserves Investment Trust of funds suf-
ficient to offset the increased future financial liability that it would create.

School nurses provide an invaluable service to the Commonwealth and its
school children. While it is important to acknowledge nurses’ contributions
in the lives of our children, it is equally important that we not pass along
new unfunded financial liabilities to those same children when they become
taxpayers.
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I therefore recommend that House Bill No. 4677 be amended by inserting
a new section:—

Section 4. This act shall be effective upon appropriation by the Common-
wealth for deposit into the Pension Reserves Investment Trust of funds equal
to the amount by which the actuary of the Public Employee Retirement
Administration Commission projects that this act will increase the Common-
wealth’s pension liability.

Respectfully submitted.
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