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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:
In the early morning of November 29, 2003, Lancaster Call Firefighter

Martin H. McNamara tragically died in the line of duty while combating a
tire. McNamara responded to the call along with his fellow firefighters from
Lancaster, Clinton and other nearby communities. Because McNamara was a
call tiretighter, and not a career firefighter who participated in a public con-
tributory retirement system, his family did not qualify for traditional sur-
vivor death benefits. The Town of Lancaster attempted to remedy this
disqualification tor the McNamara family, but the necessary override vote
was narrowly defeated on Election Day.

This bill separates a health insurance benefit from the pension or annuity
provision that failed the required override vote. Specifically, this bill requires
the Town ofLancaster to place, on the ballot of a special town election the
singular question of whether Claire B. McNamara, the surviving spouse of
Martin H. McNamara, and her children, should be eligible for health insurance
through the Town of Lancaster with Mrs, McNamara sharing the responsibility
for premiums as if she were a retiree from the town.

In the future, the tragedy suffered by the McNamara family should not be
accompanied by a need for this type of special legislation for other fire-
fighters’ families. 1 look forward to working with the Legislature in the
coming term to find a permanent solution to this problem. I urge your
prompt and favorable consideration of this legislation.

Respectfully submitted

MITT ROMNEY
Governor
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In the Year Two Thousand and Four

An Act authorizing a certain question to be placed on the
BALLOT IN THE TOWN OF LANCASTER.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. Notwithstanding section 283 of chapter 149 of the
2 Acts of 2004, or of any special or general law to the contrary, the
3 town of Lancaster shall place on the ballot, at a special town elec-
-4 tion to be held 35 days after passage of this act, the following
5 question:
6 Shall the town vote to accept the provisions of section 282 of
7 chapter 149 of the Acts of2004, which makes Claire B. McNamara,
8 the surviving spouse of firefighter Martin H. McNamara V, so long
9 as she remains unmarried, and her dependents, eligible for health

10 insurance through the town of Lancaster on the same basis as
11 all other retirees with responsibility for the retiree’s share of all
12 premiums?
13 If a majority of the voters voting on the question answers in the
14 affirmative, section 282 of chapter 149 of the Acts of 2004 shall
15 take effect, but not otherwise.

1 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.
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