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DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES, WILDLIFE &

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
LEVERETT SALTONSTALL BUILDING, GOVERNMENT CENTER

100 CAMBRIDGE STREET

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02202, NOVEMBER 3, 1993

The Honorable Michael J. Connolly, Secretary of State
State House, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Dear Secretary Connolly:

Pursuant to G.L. c. 30, § 33,1 am submitting to you today the 1994
legislative recommendations of the Department of Fisheries, Wildlife
and Environmental Law Enforcement. These bills are designed to
enable the Department to further its legislative mandates and agency
goals.

Sincerely,

JOHN C. PHILLIPS,
Commissioner.
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LEGISLA LIVE RECOMMENDA LIONS OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES. WILDLIFE AND

ENVIRONMENTAL LA W ENFORCEMENT

1. An Act relative to certain environmental boating penalties.

This bill closes a problem loophole for imposing penalties for
boating violations. Under existing law, penalties are not provided for
violations of all activities regulated by G.L. c. 908, § 11. For example,
whitewater rafting, which is regulated by the Director of the Division
of Law Enforcement pursuant to § 11 is not referenced by G.L. c. 908,
§ 14 penalty provisions. In addition, current law does not appear to
provide penalties for the violation of rules and regulations regarding
safety certificates or the conduct of motorboat races and exhibitions
of waterskiing, surfboarding or similar activities, which are
promulgated pursuant to § 11. Thus, it is difficult to enforce violations
of every regulation promulgated under the authority of c. 908 § 11.
By including a general reference to § 11 regulations in the penalty
provisions (G.L. c. 908, § 14), this bill ensures that violations of all
boating regulations are subject to penalties.

2. An Act relative to the mandatory display of inland fish and

GAME LICENSES.

This bill addresses the administrative and safety concerns of the
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife. Under existing law, persons
engaged in inland fish and game sporting activities are required to
wear their license on their person so it is visible to other persons and
law enforcement officials. In recent years, a public safety concern has
arisen where the display of licenses during the hunting season may
unduly increase the safety risk to hunters. In addition to addressing
the safety concerns, the elimination of the license display will result
in a significant reduction in printing costs and provide administrative
flexibility in developing an automated licensing system in the future.
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3. An Act clarifying the eminent domain authority of the
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES, WILDLIFE AND ENVIRONMENTAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT.

This bill clarifies the eminent domain authority of the Department
of Fisheries, Wildlife and Environmental Law Enforcement by
incorporating explicit language referencing chapters 79 and 80A of
the General Laws. Since the Department currently has eminent
domain authority pursuant to G.L. c. 21A, § 2(26) and G.L. c. 21,
§ 17A, and St. 1987 c. 564 § 36, this bill creates no new authority.
Rather, it modernizes the language of the authority by referencing
chapters 79 and 80A of the General Laws, which are the procedural
statutes regarding eminent domain. Since G.L. c. 21A, § 2(26) and
G.L. c. 21 §, 17A do not specifically reference these provisions, the
Attorney General’s office advised the Department to include this
express reference to make certain that the Department’s existing
eminent authority is clear, unambiguous and beyond technical
challenge, and to ensure consistency with current eminent domain
language of other state agencies.
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