
HOUSE 1225
By Ms. Brenton of Burlington, petition of Marianne Brenton and

other members of the House for legislation to regulate financing
options by cities and towns under the education reform law.
Education, Arts and Humanities.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Four

An Act further regulating education reform.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 71 of the Acts of 1993 is amended by adding the
2 following new section;
3 Section . Notwithstanding any general or special law to the
4 contrary, a community may, by the vote of a town, choose a
5 different financing option regarding local effort. A city or town
6 may choose to reduce the amount of new state aid by an amount
7 equal to the required local effort as detailed in the so-called
8 foundation budget formula.
9 A city or town may choose, at a later date, to match any or

10 all of their local effort as detailed in the formula. The state shall
11 reimburse the locality for this amount of local effort. This amount
12 is not to exceed that of new state aid as detailed in the formula.
13 The Commissioner of Education, by means of a comprehensive
14 evaluation shall establish performance standards by which cities
15 and towns may be measured. If cities and towns meet or exceed
16 said performance standards, they shall be relieved of the mandated
17 local effort requirements as detailed in the so-called foundation
18 budget formula for fiscal years 1995 through 2000. The
19 Commissioner of Education shall submit the performance
20 standards to the clerks of the House and Senate no later than
21 May 1, 1994.
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