
HOUSE No. 2033
By Messrs. Brett of Boston and Rogers of Norwood, petition of

James T. Brett and John H. Rogers for legislation to prohibit
suppliers of water from shutting off the water supply to residential
tenants due to the failure of landlords to pay water and sewer bills.
Housing and Urban Development.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Four

An Act regulating tenants’ water supply shutoffs.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to immediately regulate the process
3 of shutting off the water supply to residential tenants due to the
4 failure of their landlords to pay the water and sewer bills for their
5 domiciles, therefore it is declared to be an emergency law,
6 necessary for the immediate preservation of the public health.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary all
2 suppliers of water to residential properties in the commonwealth
3 shall forego shutting off the supply of water to any tenants of
4 owners who have failed to pay their water bills until said suppliers
5 have sought relief through the judicial system by way of seeking
6 a court order authorizing and directing the said tenants to pay
7 their rents directly to the water suppliers until their respective
8 owners’ outstanding water and sewer obligations are paid up to
9 date.

10 Any tenants complying with such an order shall be fully credited
11 with all such payments on their rental obligation and continue
12 to receive water and sewer services to their rented premises.
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