
HOUSE No. 3639
By Mrs. Parente of Milford, petition of Marie J. Parente and other

members of the General Court relative to the status of foster parents
and adoptive parents in care and protection and adoption pro-
ceedings. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Four.

An Act relative to the rights of foster parents and adoptive

PARENTS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 21 of chapter 119, as appearing in
2 the 1992 Official Edition, is hereby amended by adding, in
3 line 31, the following sentences:
4 Any person acting in a parental capacity while providing
5 substitute care to a child or children, may provide evidence to
6 the court through oral or written statements, when such reports
7 are relevant to the proceedings. Such reports may be either in
8 response to agreed or disagreed upon statements of other
9 persons or agency or department persons, or may be made in

10 order to provide information and evidence relevant to the case
11 being considered by the court.
12 In all proceedings of the department of social services, and
13 of the court, foster and pre-adoptive parents shall have access
14 to reports and records concerning them and the substitute care
15 provided, respecting the confidentiality of the child or children
16 in their care.
17 Section 26 of chapter 119 is hereby amended by adding, after
18 the second paragraph, the following paragraph;
19 On any petition filed in any court pursuant to this section,
20 a foster parent or pre-adoptive parent, who has been
21 responsible for a child or children in their care for at least one
22 year and who is acting in a parental capacity, may petition the
23 court for a review and re-determination of the current needs
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24 of such child whose case has come before the court, not more
25 than once every six months.
26 Said foster or pre-adoptive parent who has a child in their
27 care for at least one year, shall have standing in court on all
28 proceedings relevant to the care and protection of the child or
29 children in their care, and shall have status, while acting in a
30 parental capacity, to offer statements or testimony in the best
31 interests of the child and on behalf of the child. Such statements
32 or testimony, if offered, shall be given due weight and merit
33 in court, equal to that of all other parties.
34 Section 27 of chapter 119, as appearing in the 1992 Official
35 Edition, is hereby amended by inserting, in line 1, after the word
36 “guardian”, the following words: or foster or pre-adoptive
37 parent.
38 Section 298 of chapter 119, as appearing in the 1992 Official
39 Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the first
40 paragraph, the following paragraph:
41 Any foster parent or pre-adoptive parent who has had a child
42 or children in their care for at least one year, and who is acting
43 in a parental capacity, shall have standing in court to offer
44 statements or testimony in the best interests of the child, or on
45 behalf of the child or children in their care.
46 Such statements, if offered, shall be given due weight and
47 merit, equal to that of other parties.
48 Section 298 of chapter 119 is further amended, in the 1992
49 Official Edition, by inserting, in line 24, after the word
50 “guardian”, the following words: or foster or pre-adoptive
51 parent.

1 SECTION 2. Section 3of chapter 210 is hereby amended by
2 adding, after the first paragraph, the following paragraph:
3 Any foster parent or pre-adoptive parent who has had a child
4 or children in their care for at least one year, and who is acting
5 in a parental capacity, shall have standing in court to offer
6 statements or testimony in the best interests of the child, or on
7 behalf of the child or children in their care. Such statements,
8 if offered, shall be given due weight and merit, equal to that
9 of other parties.
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10 Section 5A of chapter 210, as appearing in the 1992 Official
11 Edition, is hereby amended by adding, in line 26, after the
12 words, “as may be necessary”, the following sentences:
13 Any foster parent or pre-adoptive parent who has had a child
14 or children in their care for at least one year, and who is acting
15 in a parental capacity, or who has been requested by the
16 department to be the child or children’s adoptive parents and
17 have accepted such responsibility, shall have standing in court
18 to offer oral or written statements or testimony in the best
19 interests of the child, or on behalf of the child or children in
20 their care. Such statements, if offered, shall be given due weight
21 and merit, equal to that of other parties.
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