
HOUSE No. 4490
By Mr. Clancy of Lynn, petition of Edward J. Clancy, Jr., for legis-

lation to regulate the possession of firearms of certain persons
involved in domestic abuse cases in the Probate Court. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Ninety-Four

An Act relative to domestic abuse.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, as follows:

1 Section 7of chapter 209 A of the General Laws, as appearing in
2 the 1992 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after the
3 first paragraph the following paragraph:
4 In similar fashion, the judge shall cause to be made a search of
5 the records of the commissioner of public safety to determine
6 whether or not the defendant has been issued a license to carry
7 firearms or a firearms identification card by a licensing authority
8 of the commonwealth. If any such license to carry or firearms
9 identification card has so been issued and is outstanding, and if an

10 abuse prevention order is issued it shall include as part of the
11 order that all firearms, ammunition, licenses and permits in the
12 possession of the defendant shall be surrendered to the local
13 police chief in the community where the plaintiff resides forth-
-14 with. A police officer shall have the right to seek and be granted a
15 search warrant by the court in the normal course to enforce such
16 an order where the defendant refuses to surrender said property to
17 the police or when there is probable cause to believe that the
18 defendant has failed to comply with the court’s order. In the event

19 an abuse prevention order shall be vacated by the court or expire,
20 no firearms, ammunition, licenses or permits shall be returned to a

21 defendant by the police until after a separate hearing has been

22 held by the court on that issue with notice to all parties. Firearms
23 or ammunition held by a police department pursuant to this para-

tEfjt Commontoealti) of #la«aci)Uf(ett«



2 [January 1994]HOUSE No. 4490

24 graph may be destroyed or otherwise disposed of by the chief of
25 police if not otherwise returned to the defendant after two years of
26 being surrendered or taken by the chief of police.
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