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u Lombardi of Cambridge (by request), petition of Michael
Petnllo relative to making certain changes in the blue laws, so called, as
they relate to Memorial Day, Labor Day, Columbus Day, Washing-
ton s Birthday and Patriots’ Day. Commerce and Labor,

VLlje Commontoealtf) of tftoacljusett*

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty

An Act to amend the Massachusetts blue laws so as to repeal

THEM FOR THREE LEGAL HOLIDAYS, NAMELY, MEMORIAL DAY, LABOR
DAY, AND COLUMBUS DAY, BY ALLOWING STORES TO OPEN ON THESE

holidays; also, to allow supermarkets to open not only on
THE THREE AFOREMENTIONED HOLIDAYS, BUT ALSO ON TWO NO-SUN-
DAY-LAW HOLIDAYS, NAMELY, WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY AND PATRI-
OT’S DAY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 That the Massachusetts Blue Laws, which call for the closing of
2 most retail establishments and supermarkets on Sundays and cer-
-3 tain holidays of the year, as well as public transportation (such as
4 MBTA service) to be operated on a Sunday schedule, be repealed
5 for the following three holidays: Memorial Day (the last Monday
6 in May); Labor Day (the first Monday in September); and Colum-
-7 bus Day (the second Monday in October), by allowing retail stores
8 and supermarkets to open on said holidays, as well as public
9 transportation to be operated on a Saturday schedule. Under this

10 proposal. Memorial Day would be observed along the lines of
11 Veterans’ Day, by allowing stores to open at I p.m. while Labor
12 Day and Columbus Day would be observed along the lines of
13 Washington’s Birthday and Patriot’s Day, by allowing stores to
14 open at the hours at which they are open on the latter two holidays.
15 In addition, this proposal would allow supermarkets to open on
16 these three holidays, as well as on Washington’s Birthday and
17 Patriot’s Day, two no-Sunday-law holidays on which super-
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18 markets have been closed in past years. This proposal would thus
19 leave New Year’s Day (January 1), Independence Day (July 4),
20 Thanksgiving Day (the fourth Thursday in November), and
21 Christmas Day (December 25), as well as all Sundays of the year, as
22 the only days of the year on which the Blue Laws will continue to
23 apply.
24 The reason why this petition is being filed is that in the past many
25 shoppers have had to go to such states as New Hampshire in order
26 to shop on the three holidays to be affected by this proposal,
27 thereby resulting in more revenue for these states and less for the
28 Commonwealth, particularly on Columbus Day. In addition,
29 many people have had to depend on convenience stores, or to cross
30 state lines to do their supermarket shopping on Washington’s
31 Birthday and on the third Monday in April (observed as Patriot’s
32 Day in Massachusetts and Maine), resulting in higher consumer
33 prices in the case of the former and more motor fuel consumed in
34 the case of the latter, because they knew that supermarkets in the
35 Commonwealth were closed on these two holidays. Besides, there
36 are those who have to get to work at those places of employment
37 that are open on Columbus Day, and who especially depend on
38 public transportation but are inconvenienced by the Sunday sched-
-39 ules on which it is operated. 1 hope that this proposal will be
40 considered, especially in light of the current energy situation where
41 motor fuel (especially gasoline) is becoming scarcer and more
42 expensive, and even though I may expect some opposition to it. I
43 hope that, should this proposal be approved by both the House of
44 Representatives and the Senate, it will result in additional revenue
45 for the Commonwealth and fewer inconveniences for the general
46 public, and will help make the Commonwealth more prosperous.
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